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THE CHILEAN-PERUVIAN FRIEND- 
SHIP AND ITS DIPLOMATIC HISTORY 

« Facta non verba». 

We must confess, although it is painful 
to do so, that the policy of approachment 
and cordial friendship with Peru, which 
has constituted always an aspiration, as 
noble as fraternal, of our leaders and of the 
Chilean Nation, has always finished in 
regrettable failure. 

We do not refer only to present times, 
after the Ancon Treaty, but to all the life 
,of Peru as an independent people. 

It is to be thought that Peruvian ill- 
will for all that is Chilean is the natural 
sequence of the animosity and rancour 
aroused by the war of the Pacific, but this 
is a complete mistake. As we will see in 
this brief historical digest, which is a mere 
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exposition of official undeniable documents, 
Peru since she was born to free life 
with the help of Chile, has been a latent 
enemy of this country and the peruvian 
antagonism and ingratitude have been 
exhibited in all forms at every moment 
with or. without cause; it could almost 
be said that this antagonism as all the cha- 
racteristics of racial hatred. 

It is difficult to believe that any country 
has received from a neighbour so many 
services as those received by Peru from 
our country up to 1879, and we will see the 
form in which these services were retributed. 

A rapid perusal of history, inexhaustible 
source of valuable lessons, will give the 
most honourable proofs of the generosity, 
sincerity and cordial pan-american spirit 
that have guided the international policy 
of Chile since she started independent life. 

It is a question of facts and not words, 
and so public conception can be had of 
what the friendship of Peru means to Chile. 



THE LIBERATING EXPEDITION 

We are in 1819. Chile barely liberated 
from the Spanish power turned towards 
Peru bleeding in the effort for conquering 
liberty. 

As it is easy to understand, the internal 
situation of Chile was very difficult: she 
needed organization of public services and 
to affirm and strengthen new born insti- 
tutions. 

Nevertheless, all was left aside before 
the difficult situation of our brothers of 
the Rimac and on the 5th February of that 
year, Bernardo O'Higgins, Supreme Direc- 
tor of the Nation, by means of his Minister 
of State Jose de Irisarri agreed with Ar- 
gentine the treaty Irisarri-Tagle whose 
first clause says: «Both Contracting Par- 
ties being in accord with the wishes mani- 
fested by the inhabitants of Peru and espe- 
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cially those of Lima, that help should be 
given with armed forces to throw out 
the Spanish Government and establish 
that which will be most similar to her phy- 
sical and moral constitution, both Contrac- 
ting Parties take the pledge of covering 
the expense of an expedition, already pre- 
pared in Chile with this object in view. 
Both Contracting Parties mutually gua- 
rantee to each other the independence of 
the State to be formed in Peru, once her 
capital is liberated ». 

This was the first step taken to help the 
constitution of the Peruvian Republic 
and this was the origin of the « Liberating 
Expedition*. 



PERU ASKS FROM CHILE FURTHER 
HELP IN MEN AND FUNDS (1823) 

The struggle lasted four years and of 
the Liberating Expedition there existed only 
glorious remnants. In these critical circums- 
tances Peru looked again towards Chile 
to find there, once again, generous help given 
in a spontaneous and fair manner. 

Under ; date of February 15th.. 4823 the 
Government of Chile received the follow- 
ing communication from the Government 
of Peru : 

«To the Supreme Government of Chile: 
The, unfortunate day of Moquegua , has 
destroyed the strongest army with which 
counted the Republic to conquer her inde- 
pendence. Small remnants of the forces 
of Chile and Los Andes have succeeded in 
disengaging themselves and. are .preparing 
to cooperate with the army of this State, 
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that is under preparation at present. The 
enemy, proud of the advantage obtained, 
has begun concentrating its troops to rapid- 
ly advance on this capital to gather the 
result of his last victory. 

«This Government has left undone norie 
of the measures advised by the urgency 
of the situation, so as to repair a disaster 
that endangers the liberty of Peru, and to 
oppose by sea and land enough strength 
to resist the Spaniards; but this Govern- 
ment fears that all efforts and sacrifices 
of the free territory of Peru, may be insuf- 
ficient to avoid an unlucky setback, if we 
have not the support of the heroic 
people, to which this republic owes 
such prominent services. 

«The greatest difficulty this Government 
meets for the furtherance of its aims is the 
lack of money, needful for all enterprises. 
As the powerful cerro de Pasco has been 
continuosly in the hands of the enemies 
and its mines are destroyed, the main 
source of wealth of Peru is stopped; with 
the internal trade paralyzed by the war 
and all external commerce in foreign hands 
the constant export of money is unavoidable 
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and without it, the impulses of authority 
will be too weak to work the wheels of the 
State machinery. 

«In this situation the Government of 
Peru has been informed that the loan ob- 
tained in England, by the agents of the Chi- 
lean Government, has produced a great 
amount that is at your disposal; and 
although the obligations contracted by this 
Republic constitute a pending, debt of Peru 
to the Chilean State and not forgetting the 
serious attentions that surround you, the 
Peruvian Government overtsteps its own 
sentiments and confiding that only the in- 
terest of the success of the cause of America 
will inspire you in front of the crisis menac- 
ing the country, proposes to receive as 
loan the amount of one million pesos, under 
the conditions fixed by the english commerce 
or under those that may be suggested and 
can be accepted, as it is never expected that 
they can be inspired in any other sentiment 
than that of saving Peru from the com- 
mon enemy and consolidate the brotherly 
union existing between both States. 

«If the expressed help is accorded, it is of 
foremost importance that remittance be 
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made, under account and risk of this State, 
and that some person in this capital be 
authorized to agree on the convention' as 
to the manner and term of payirient, 
to which the government of Peru 
will be so more fiaithful, as this oppor- 
tune help will essentially contribute to the 
liberty of Peru>> (1). 

Together with the former the Government 
of Peru sent another communication of 
which we take the following: ' r \. 

«...For this reason, the Government 
of Peru would like to be indebted to the 
generous State of Chile, for a last effort of 
fraternal interest, by sending to the help 
of this Republic all the regular forces 
she can spare. » 

Peru had obtained already men, supplies, 
rifles ' and funds ; and asks yet for all the 
regular troops. 



(1) The agreement for the payment of these funds Was 
signed only 25 years later. 



THE GOVERNMENT OF CHILE 
GRANTS ALL THE PETITIONS 
OF PERU (1823) 

(« The unexampled and heroical 

conduct of Chile, will make more and more 
close the union and friendship of both Re- 
publics-. — Larrea, Minister of Peru in 
Chile». 

( « With such powerful help i do not 

doubt that within the present year war 
will be finished in this territory, the Peru- 
vians having the sweet satisfaction of con- 
fessing that their Chilean brothers have 
never ceased making the most noble and 
generous efforts for the fixing and out- 
carrying the project of their emancipa- 
tion». Paragraph of a note of the Foreign 
Minister of Peru, Francisco Valdivieso). 

The Chilean Government granted the 
clamorous petitions of Peru in the terms 
of the Egana-Larrea treaty, whose text 
says: 

«The Government of the Peruvian Re- 
public as a consequence of the defeat expe- 
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rienced by the allied army in Moquegua 
has asked help from the Government of 
Chile to maintain her independence and 
continue the war against Spain. The Go- 
vernment of Chile wishes to cooperate to 
the great cause of american independence 
and to give proof of the high regard it has 
for the welfare' of that State, her ally, by 
augmenting the efforts already made to 
give freedom to Peru. 

«Both Governments have agreed to stipu- 
late the terms and conditions for this help 
and have approved the following: 

«Art. 1st: The State of Chile promises to 
help Peru with forces between 2,500 and 
3,000 men, which will be placed equipped and 
armed in the port of Valparaiso to be trans- 
ported to the coast of Peru to cooperate with 
the army there existing. 

« Art. 2d : Besides the above mentioned 
help, the Chilean State promises that it 
will continue maintaining in Peru the Chi- 
lean division forming part of the Liberating 
Army and which is in that territory. 

«Art. 4th: The Government of Chile con- 
sidering the great need of money felt by the 
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Gover)unciif of Peru, as staled By its spe- 
cial Envoy, helps that Republic with 
the fifth of the original amount of 
the loan obtained by Chile in London. 



In this regard we must poirit out that 
the urgency of money of the Peruvian Gov- 
ernment was so great, that e'Den before the 
signatjire of the pact, the president of Peru 
Jose de la Riva Aguero had drawn already 
for 75,000 pesos, 5 reales and 1 cuartillo. 

For the payment of this loan, that the 
Government of Peru promised to cover as 
soon as it received the money of a loan 
obtained in London about that time for 

Peru, TWENTY JIVE YEARS LATER a protOCol 

was signed (1848). — Benavente - Ferreyros 
protocol- that says: 

«There being pending accounts between 
Chile and Peru, and convinced both Go- 
vernments of the necessity of settling and 
compromising these at once, ' putting to 
all reclamations deriving^ from them a sa- 
tisfactory and honourable end for the Re- 
publics, as indicated by the good relations 
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that happily unite them and the close and 
cordial friendship they have always ma- 
nifested, they have adjusted the following: 
«Art.. 1st: After considering all liabilities 
of Peru towards Chile, proceeding from the 
part of the English loan ceded and trans- 
ferred in 1823 and from the campaigns of 
the Independence and the Restoration, as 
well as from any other source previous 
to this Convention; and after equally 
considering the objections and discharges 
presented by Peru it has been stipulated 
as a term of compromise that Peru recog- 
nizes in favour of Chile as full and only 
debt up to date, the amount of 4 million 
pesos. 



«Art. 4th. : In the year 1853 all arrange- 
ments will be made between both Govern- 
ments to proceed to the gradual amortiza- 
tion of the four millions of capital in which 
operation Peru will have the same advan- 
tages as Chile h^s right to.» 

Follow some other concessions that would 
seem unbelievable if they were not recor- 
ded in so respectable a public document. 
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The negotiations that preceded the friend- 
ly settlement and the pact itself that put 
an end to the Peruvian debt, serve as record 
of the courteous generosity of Chilean po- 
licy. 



PERU ASKS THE CHILEAN ALLIANCE 
TO DECLARE WAR ON COLOMBIA 

(1828) 

We have seen the good will of Chile for 
acceding to all Peruvian requests. Her 
necessities found prompt help and quick 
satisfaction on the part of our Government. 

Let us see what was at that time the co- 
rrespondence paid by Peru. 

In 1827, the Government of Chile desired 
to normalize and establish on bases of re- 
ciprocal advantage the commercial rela- 
tions between both countries and invited 
the Government of Peru to agree on a treaty 
of . friendship and commerce, sending for 
this object as Minister Plenipotentiary 
in Lima Sr. Pedro Trujillos. The negotia- 
tions were barely started when they were 
put an end to by the obstinate refusal of 
the Peruvian government to supress or 
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reduce the custom tax on Chilean wheat, 
against a similar concession on Peruvian 
goods. In the mind of the Government of 
Peru «any reduction in the import duties 
meant a present to Chile ». 

Soon after, by the persistence of Chile, 
negotiations were reopened 'but Peru who 
during the previous negotiations had asked 
the Chilean alliance to declare war on Co- 
lombia — request flatly refused by Chile — 
insisted in the demand of alliance and sent 
on the 16th. January, 1828, the following 
note to the Chilean representative: 

<The undersigned. Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Peru, has the honour of address- 
ing himself to the Plenipotentiary Minister 
of the Republic of Chile, with the object 
of demanding a declaration as to his being 
empowered by his Government to enter 
in an alliance offensive and defensive 
against all enemies of Peru or if only 
against the common enemy, meaning Spain » 

He added that he wanted a rapid deci- 
sion so as to regulate his conduct in the 
treaties that vv^ere being negotiated.* 

The Minister of Chile, with integrity and 
sincerity, answered as follows; « After the 



— 22 — 

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Peru exami- 
ned the powers that the undersigned had 
■ the honour of presenting, the extraordinary 
query, contained in the note of 16th. 
January, is incomprehensible*. 

The Peruvian pretension of tying Chile 
to a war against a sister repubHc who had 
never injured us, being rejected, the Treaty 
of Friendship and Commerce so zealously 
negotiated by the Chilean representative 
in Lima failed once more (1). 

Very soon after Chile had a new occasion 
to render services to Peru. 



(1) Peru declared war on Colombia and after some initial 
successes her army commanded by President La Mar was 
completely defeated in the Portete of Tarqui by the Marhsal 
of Ayacucho, don Antonio Jose de Sucre. 



CHILEAN MEDIATION AVOIDS A 
WAR BETWEEN PERU AND BOLIVIA 

(1831) 

The pretensions of preponderance of the 
Presidents of Peru and BoHvia, Gamarra 
and Santa Cruz, was on the point of caus- 
ing a war. Great military preparations were 
made by both peoples to enter the struggle. 

«Are the Chiefs of the Republics of Peru 
and Bolivia mad? « — wrote don Diego Por- 
tales to our Minister in Lima don Miguel 
Zafiartu — «Is it possible that in these cir- 
cumstances none can cede in whole or part 
of their pretensions? I am greatly disquiet- 
ed by this conduct that is so greatly against 
the conciliation of the general interests of 
both Republics and even of the whole me- 
rica, whose revolts and conflicts distance 
us every time more from the considerations 
that with a wise conduct we would receive 
from the European Governments*. 
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In these circumnstances Bolivia by means 
of her special envoy Sr. Damaso Uriburu, 
asked the friendly mediations of the Go- 
vernment of Chile which immediately sent 
instructions to Zanartu to this effect. 

Here is a part of these instructions : « ..That 
is why, on wishing that the mediation of 
Chile Will not be repelled, I do not Wish 
either that the mediation may be harm- 
ful to the interests Of Peru». 

The friendly mediation of Chile, managed 
with clever discretion by our Minister in 
Linia, resulted in the treaty of 8th. Novem- 
ber 1831, securing the peace between both 
countries. 

In one of its clauses it is provided that 
'divergencies on its fulfillrrient would be 
submitted to Chilean decision and on her 
refusal to the United States*. 

The president of Peru Sr. Garriarra, 
wrote under the same date to Sr. Z^ilartu, 
the fortunate Minister, the following letter: 

«Dear and good friend: By the commu- 
nications I have just received from Sr. La- 
torre (Peruvian Plenipotentiary) I have 
learned with pleasure that treaties of Peace 
and Commerce have been signed. By the 
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same I know that you have shown your- 
self a true friend, a gentleman, a patriot 
and a just man, interested in the welfare 
of the peoples. 

«I congratulate you for the glory of 
having succeeded in reconciliating two Ame- 
rican nations, worthy of better fate». 

On the inauguration of the sessions of the 
Peruvian Congress, Gamarra said, referring 
to the peace treaty: «The nation must 
be grateful to the Chilean Republic 
for the good will with which her govern- 
ment lent himself to remove the causes 
of divergence that made these treaties 
so necessary*. 



PERU STARTS A POLICY OF FRANK 
COMMERCIAL HOSTILITY. 

Minister Zanartu believed that tlie occa- 
sioii was opportune to return on the' Treaty 
of Friendship and Commerce, that should- 
attend to the commercial interests of Chile 
and Peru. . 

The intransigent resistance of Peru to 
allow a prudent reduction on the custom 
tax imposed on Chilean wheat — three dollars 
per bag — caused for the third time the 
failure of the treaty. 

Zanartu resigned himself to inform the 
Government that he « considered impos- 
sible a treaty of commerce of mutual equity ». 

Meanwhile the national funds lent as 
disinterestedly as opportunely to the Peruv- 
ian Government were still quietly in its 
hands. 

With the failure of the negotiations the 
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Peruvian Government started a policy of 
open hostility to Chilean trade, hostility 
that had no other foundation than the jea- 
loUsy of Peru at the preponderance assu- 
med by Valparaiso as trading market in 
the Pacific. 

To this effect prohibitive measures were 
enacted, that represented the ruin of the 
importation of Chilean wheat to Peru. 

Zanartu in view of the extreme serious- 
ness for the Chilean trade of the unexplai- 
nable policy of the Peruvian Government, 
decided to send a note that finished as fol- 
lows: 

«In consequence of what I have stated, 
please notify me of the last resolution 
taken by your Government in this respect, 
because my Government feels impulsed, 
after so many useless prudential and friend- 
ly steps, to use a strict and vigorous reci- 
procity with Peruvian goods, as well in 
terms as in duties. I -must advance' thai 
the Peruvian sugar producers have made 
during the last years a trade so advanta- 
geous of their products as the one of 
the Chileans as been ruinous, a thing 
hat does not surprise if attention is paid 
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to the equity of the duties paid in Chile 
by such products and the long terms-6 months 
-granted to the payment of even such moderate 
duties. » 

As an answer, to this communication, 
Zafiartu obtained only generalities on 
friendship and good intentions. 

The Government of Chile once unde- 
ceived, and considering undignified to con- 
tinue making, requests under such condi- 
tions, for the celebration of a commercial 
treaty, put an end to the mission of Za- 
nartu. . 



TARIFF WAR (1832) 

The n-atural consequence of this policy 
of commercial hostility started by Peru 
was a war of tariffs. 

This legitimate defense has the ad- 
vantage of putting dear in practice who 
needs more of the other, and so facilitates 
the road and makes easy the celebration 
of commercial agreements of mutual con- 
venience. 

Chile could take all her wheat to Brasil 
and bring in return all the sugar she needed. 
From this started the idea of a commercial 
treaty with Brasil who became the most 
loyal and constant friend of Chile. 

The defensive measures of Chile were 
not delayed and on August 2d. 1832 the 
Government of Chile presented to Congress 
a message saying: 

«The commerce existing until now bet- 
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ween Chile and the RepubHc of Peru, which 
by the natural circumstances of both 
could have been a source abundant in re- 
ciprocal benefits, has been useful only 
to Peru, giving to her a constant' and sure 
market for her most valuable productions, 
while due to the inestability of the fiscal 
provisions of that Government, the trans- 
actions of our grain trade have suffered 
incalculable , losses. » 

The project of the Executive was ca- 
rried by unarninity and the sugar and mola- 
sses of Peru, that until then paid only 50 
cents per 25 pounds in the Chilean customs, 
were tased with three pesos. . • 

As soon as the first information of this 
measure arrived in Lima, the Government 
of Peru hurriedly called Zanartu to state 
the possibility of a friendly agreement. 

Soon after — account must be taken of 
the slow communications of that time-com- 
plete information of the new law received in 
Lima caused general panic among the sugar 
producers who saw the enormous damage 
they were going to experiment. 

The Peruvian Government was besie- 
ged by powerful and contradictory demands: 
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some asked energetical reprisals — the rnili- 
tary elements and political leaders — while 
others asked for common sense and prudence 
— the affected producers. 

Between these two powerful currents 
and not daring to take a definite decision, 
the President of the Republic general Ga- 
marra, resigned the Supreme Mandate on 
September 27th. in the hands of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate, don Manuel Telleria. 

Soon after the Peruvian Congress ap- 
proved a law in these terms: 

«Art. 1. After 40 days of the publica- 
tion of this law, the bag of wheat or flour 
from Chile will pay six dollars. 

Art. 2. The Executive is authorized to 
alter this tariff and enter in negotiations 
with that Republic*. 

Soon bread went up in Peru; the wheat 
from the United States with which they 
counted to replace that of Chile, needed a 
long voyage round Cape Horn in sailing 
ships, with great freight rates, suffering 
the damage of a long travel through hot 
climates and bearing besides all the una- 
voidable difficulties of a new market whose 
permanency was not assured to the Ameri- 
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can producers, by reason of the habitual 
inestability of Peruvian policy. 

It was not strange then that the wheat 
sold in Chilean ports at 1.50 pesos the bag, 
was sold in Peruvian ports at 8 and 9 dol- 
lars without competition. The American 
exporters understood — with their usual 
practical sense^that the divergency bet- 
ween these two brother peoples would not 
last and abstained from rhaking an essay 
without basis or guarantee. 

Nevertheless Peru preferred to carry 
measures to an extreme and in reprisals 
against all Chilean trade, issued the Com- 
merce Regulation imposing a tax of 8% 
over the import duties on all merchaildise 
not coming directly from the country of 
origin, measure whose only object was to 
hinder the use of the free warehousing fa- 
cilities offered by Valparaiso. 



CHILE AND PERU NEAR A RUPTURE 

When things arrived to u^&^xtremity, 
it was feared that an armed conflict might 
occur between both countries. 

But Peru was not, notwithstanding her 
arrogant and provocative attitude, in si- 
tuation of entering an armed conflict, being 
at that time in full revolution and very 
poor in resources; and Chile did not think 
of profiting of these circumstances to 
give to America and the world the regret- 
table spectacle of a war between two bro- 
ther peoples, barely born to independent 
life, while the manifestations of intimate 
fraternity repeatedly made by Chile in 
favour of the Peruvian people were fresh as 
yet. 

The Government of Chile preferred to 
wait the re-establishment of order and that 

3 
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prudence would make Peru to return on 
her decisions. 

These hopes were not vain. With the end 
of the revolution, the new Government 
immediately sent a diplomatic representa- 
tive to Chile and signed a treaty of friend- 
ship, commerce and navigation, providing 
equitable regulations for the political and 
commercial relations of both peoples. This 
was the origin of the Rengifo-Tabara 
treaty. 



THE TREATY IS ABROGATED BY 
PERU SIX MONTHS AFTER AP- 
PROBATION (1835) 

Chile, persisting in her policy of approa- 
chal and sincere friendship towards Peru, 
signed the treaty Rengifo-Tabara, by whose 
first clause the Republics of Chile and Peru 
ratified in the most solemn manner the firm 
unalterable and sincere friendship uniting 
them and pledged themselves to maintain 
perpetual peace. 

Childish pledge! Mayhap it would not 
be wise to enquire, who obtained from such 
friendship the greatest benefit, until the 
time we are recapitulating. It does not en- 
ter in our aim to rnake capital of such petty 
things. 

When the news of the signature of the 
treaty arrived in Lima, the people gave, de- 
monstrations of the highest enthusiasm; 
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the Government ordered that the national 
flag be hoisted in all houses and all towns 
of the country to be illumined during three 
nights. 

Over the crests of the Peruvian Andes 
the head of the ambitious Bolivian marshal 
Santa Cruz could already be seen, and soon 
he was going to proclaim himself Supreme 
Protector of Peru starting the conquest of 
the country. 

The Rengifo-Tabara treaty, published 
on the 28th. July 1835 and celebrated with 
so much joy in Lima, was abrogated by 
the Government of Peru the 14th January 
1836, that is to say six months after pro- 
mulgation. 

These historical details give a truer sight 
than any others, of the character of the Pe- 
ruvian people in his relations with other 
nations. 

The Peruvian Minister in Chile, Sr. de la 
Riva Aguero, sent a note to our Govern- 
ment including copy of the abrogating de- 
cree and saying that he had orders to com- 
municate the news to Chile. 

There were no excuses or reasons: the 
news were merely given out. 



But fate seemed to create new occasions 
for the Chilean nation to manifest with facts 
how sincere her friendship was towards 
Peru. 



INVASION OF PERU BY MARSHAL 
SANTA CRUZ. CHILE GOES TO THE 
HELP OF PERU (1837-1839) 

From some time back marshal don An- 
dres de Santa Cruz, President of Bolivia, 
was preparing vast projects of preponde- 
rance and territorial conquest. 

To foster his plans he founded in La Paz 
a masonic society, whose first record says: 
« Founded by the most dear B.". Andres de 
Santa Cruz, established to the W.'. of Ti- 
ticaca, in a sacred site where reigns silen- 
ce and humbleness, at the eleventh day of 
the second masonic month, year of the true 
Light 5829 and of the vulgar era 1829 . 
The B.'. Aristides (Santa Cruz) declared 
that there was no reason to fear the small 
Peruvian army and that by good or bad 
reasons the annexion to Bolivia of the south 
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of Peru would be obtained. (After that the 
north would also be annexed). 

Very soon the rumours of the invasion of 
Peruvian territory by marshal Santa Cruz 
reached Chile, with news of the bloody 
campagin recorded by history. Those that 
did not fall like braves in the battle field 
were executed for the crime of defending 
their country. 

It is enough to reproduce the words of 
the proud and valiant general Salaverry, 
President of Peru, whose execution was 
ordered by Santa Cruz: «I protest before 
history, before my contrymen, America 
and all posterity of the black murder com- 
mitted against me. Having delivered myself 
to general Miller he presented me as pri- 
soner to Santa Cruz, who wishes to cement 
his conquest on Peruvian corpses. Peru- 
vians, Americans, men of all the world, 
look at the barbarous conduct of a conque- 
ror with a Peruvian who has no crime; who 
has no other ambition than the welfare and 
glory of his country, for which he has battled 
until the moment of his death. Look how 
horrible are the first acts of the man who 



— 40 — 

has sworn to master Peru, destroying her 
best sons». 

The concision of these articles does not 
allow further details. It is enough to tell 
that the Government of Chile decided to 
go to the help of Peru, sending an expedi- 
tion under command of general Manuel 
Bulnes — expedition that wrote one of the 
most beautiful pages of the military his- 
tory of Chile — and that in the battle of 
Yungay the Chilean arms covering themsel- 
ves with glory, put an end to the domina- 
tion of Santa Cruz. 

The marshal fled and six years later, 
in December 1845 ,a pact was signed bet- 
ween the Chilean Charge d'Affairs Sr. Ma- 
nuel Camilo Vial and the Peruvian general 
Castilla, deciding the fate of Santa Cruz. 
This pact was submitted to the approval 
of the Government of Peru which rejected 
it, with surprise to Chile who had only ac- 
cepted what Castilla 'proposed in the name 
, of Peru. 

The Chilean Foreign Minister Sr. Ma- 
nuel Montt— who very soon after became 
President of Chile — addressed a note to the 
Peruvian representative in Santiago, asking 
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for explanations, obtaining as result that 
especial representatives were sent to Chile 
by Bolivia- and Peru who signed the pact 
Montt-Laso-Aguirre. 

By this pact Santa Cruz was banished 
to Europe for six years and forbidden from 
landing in South America without especial 
permission of the three governments. 

So ended happily and honourably the 
great task assumed by Chile of returning 
freedom to Peru, securing her territorial 
integrity and complete independence, giving 
besides to half the South American conti- 
nent the tranquillity so long perturbed by 
the irrepressible ambition of marshal Santa 
Cruz. 

How much did this cost to the Chilean 
nation and how was she repaid? It is easy 
to guess. 

We will give some details gathered from 
historical documents, that with their au- 
thority will contribute to the formation of 
an exact, impartial and serene opinion on 
what our commercial and political rela- 
tions with the Peruvian nation have been 
and what is to be expected from them by 
logical deduction in the future. 
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From the start of the expedition sent by 
Chile to help Peru— called the « Restoration 
Expedition « — charges were made against 
the Government of Chile, as ignoble as au- 
dacious, lacking as much in sincerity as in 
truth. 

Purposes of extension and the absurdest 
pretensions were attributed to Chile, accu- 
sing her of having hidden purposes of 
territorial conquest simulated under 
a pretexted protection of peruvian in- 
terests. 

With the victory of Yungay it was thought 
that the moment had arrived for Chile to 
unmask her conquering purposes, so long 
contemplated and covered with extreme 
reserve. 

The expression of the thought of Chile, 
after the battle of Yungay was stated by 
her Minister of Foreign Affairs in the fo- 
llowing official manner: 

«T}ie Government of Chile has the same 
peaceful sentiments it has always main- 
tained, as they formed and form a neces- 
sary element of its policy. Its most ardent 
wishes are for agreement and peace, and 
it will maintain them with the Governments 
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of Peru and Bolivia, without in the least 
augmenting its pretensions by reason 
of the splendid triumph of Yungay. It 
will demand today the same it proposed 
before: the independence of each ame- 
rican state and their absolute liberty 
to regulate in the manner they may 
consider fitting the institutions that 
must govern them». 

On his side the Chilean Minister in Peru, 
Sr. Ventura Lavalle, made foresighted ob- 
servations to the Government of Chile, 
which were very soon confirmed: 

«I am foreseeing, he said, that we will 
meet insuperable difficulties even for the 
payment of the troops. . We must be 
prepared to receive proofs of the most 
refined ingratitude, because the sin- 
gular history of this country authori- 
zes us to fear an irregular and unto- 
ward attitude from the Peruvians. Let 
us hope that we will not see these pessimistic 
predictions realized and that Chile will re- 
ceive at least the gratitude due to the noble 
and, generous sentiments guiding the pur- 
pose of our Government in the task of giving 
independence to Peru>'. 
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To judge' the sincerity and lofty spirit 
dominating the rulers of Chile, we will 
quote a paragraph of the instructions of 
our Government to Minister Lavalle : 

«... It will not be difficult for you to 
make tinder standi to the Peruvians you 
meet, ' the enormous injustice of the pre- 
ventions against Chile; the fairness and 
generosity of our aims and the desperate 
conditions of the Peruvian independence 
if ' the contingencies of war forced us to com- 
promise with Santa Cruz. Only the lack 
of cooperation of the Peruvian people with 
force Chile to accept the Peru - Bolivian 
Confederation; but once this case occur- 
red we would cultivate the friendship of 
the Protectorate Government, with the 
sincerity and good faith that have 
been unalterable guide in our conduct 
with other nations. You do not ignore 
that it would be easy for us to obtain ho- 
nourable conditions of peace from general 
Santa Cruz, the day we wished to recog- 
nize him as chief of the Confereration; that 
masters of the sea we have nothing to fear 
from his arms and that no matter how this 
war ends, our resistance has cost him already 
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so dear that he would not dare to provoke it 
anew. Peru then would lose far more than 
us if this expedition fails. « 

The Government of Chile had then not 
only to destroy the prejudices and suspi- 
cions of the • Peruvian people who feared 
its help and did not believe in the genero- 
sity of its purposes, but had also to preach 
the necessity of the Peruvian people helping 
in her own emancipation. 

With order and tranquillity restored in 
Peru, the Government of Chile as a further 
proof of cordiality, suppressed the duties 
paid by Peruvian sugars and molasses that 
were then of three dollars the 25 pounds. 

It was natural to expect reciprocity from 
the Peruvian Government for Chilean 
wheat that was paying an import duty 
of three dollars per bag. But as usual the 
only thing obtained were beautiful phrases 
with rosy promises and words of gratitude. 

The president of Peru, general Gamarra 
addressed the following to our Minister 
in Lima Sr. Lavalle: 

«The Minister has presented to me and 
I have seen with the greaest complacency, 
the decree suppressing the duties on Peru- 
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vian sugars and molasses in Chile. This 
act of justice and reciprocal advantage, 
has been received by me as a new guarantee 
of the cordial friendship that continues being 
the basis of our relations. These sentiments, 
that will be never retracted, can be kept in 
mind by you when we treat on the reduction 
of the duties taxing the wheat. I regret that, 
I cannot give at present a definite decision, 
because as the matter needs som^ considera- 
tion, I have no time to give to it,» etc. 

It is true that the Peruvian Congress ap- 
proved a vote of thanks to the Republic of 
Chile, for her participation in the cam- 
paign of restoration. 

Sr. Lavalle had plenty of reason when he 
made his profetic observations on Peruvian 
gratitude! 



PERU REQUESTS THE ALLIANCE 
OF CHILE AGAINST BOLIVIA 

(1840) 

Diplomatic relations between Peru and 
Bolivia were again strained and under dan- 
ger of a rupture. 

The Government of Chile received from 
the President of Peru, general Gamarra 
propositions of an offensive and defensive 
alliance, as can be seen by the official com- 
munication from the Foreign Office of 
Lima, saying. 

«... With reference to this H. E. thinks 
that it is as convenient to Chile as to 
Peru to sign a treaty of offensive and 
defensive alliance to make closer the 
reciprocal and benevolent relations that 
happily subsist between both countries 
and so enable to oppose a mass of resis- 
tance capable of frustrating the develop- 
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ment of projects prepared against the inde- 
pendence of each. To this effect H. E. will 
send to Chile, as soon as he comes hack to 
the capital, a Minister sufficiently empo- 
wered to initiate this negotiation and .mean- 
while considers necessary to ask from 
the government of Chile that it obtain 
at a moderate price, for the account 
of Peru, all rifles, carbines and sabres 
at present in Valparaiso or coming in, 
no matter how many there are ...» 

We will, not comment of this curious pe- 
tition of the Peruvian Government, con- 
verting the Government of Chile in an agent 
for the purchase at moderate price, of wea- 
pons; nor on the guarantee of payment by 
a Government that had as yet pending the 
negotiations for the payment of loans made 
twenty years back. 

Our Government refused to make the 
purchase because it believed that these 
arrr^s were for a war against Bolivia. As to 
the requested alliance, the Government 
of Chile answered: 

<<The thought of uniting both Republics 
is worthy of H. E. the President of Peru, 
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whose ideas are equal, in this regard, with 
those of the Government of Chile, etc. . . . 

« . . On these bases my Government has 
adjusted with that of Bolivia a treaty that 
is going to be submitted to the approval of 
Congress and is not only ready to adjust 
a similar one with Peru, but also wishes 
that the Peruvian and Bo^if n Repu- 
blics be united with equal reciprocal 
stipulations, forming in this way a 
triple pact of Alliance and guarantee 
that may be extended later to other 
Republics, with the convenient modi- 
fications, probably conducive to the 
establishment of the public right of 
the states of South America. » 

But in the Foreign Department of Lima 
the ideas of peace, cordiality and ameri- 
canism were not predominant but rather 
of a different character. 

Is is to be thought that all leaders of 
Peru were under the dominion of an irre- 
pressible bellicose nerviosity, because soon 
after the Minister of Chile in Peru, Sr. La- 
valle informed the Government of his fears 
of an imminent war between Peru and Bo- 
livia. 

4 



CHILE INTERPOSES HER GOOD OF- 
FICES TO AVOID A WAR BETWEEN 
PERU AND BOLIVIA (1840) 

The Government of Chile again sent 
instructions to its Minister in Lima and 
this, following them, wrote to the Peruvian 
Government, saying : 

<<The rumours of a break between Peru 
and Bolivia have reached Chile and have 
caused in this country great and painful 
apprehensions. My Government feels deeply 
the prospects of a war between two peoples 
whose welfare is so dear and has ordered 
me to present to the Peruvian Government 
some reflections with the object of dispelling 
the fatal situation that seems to endanger 
the happiness and good name of Peru and 
Bolivia. The Government of Chile orders me 
to present to the Peruvian Government the 
sentiment occasioned in Chile by the fears 
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that peace may be altered in these Repu- 
blics, the fervorous wishes made to see peace 
established permanently and the disposi- 
tion it has to lend all the good offices that 
may be possible to obtain this high pur pose ». 

The Foreign Minister of Peru, in name 
of his Government answered that «nothing 
could be more agreable than to rees- 
tablish and affirm friendly relations 
with Bolivia, convinced that war is the 
worst of ills and that the advantages of 
victory do not compensate the damages 
produced by war.» 

Gamarra himself wrote to Lavalle coin- 
ciding in the same ideas of his Minister 
and assuring him that «a treaty with Bo- 
livia is ready to be signed, putting an end 
to pending questions. » 

At the same time that he wrote to La- 
valle, he was writing to the peruvian gene- 
ral La Fuente, saying: 

«It is indispensable to make war to 
Bolivia; you are the man to direct it 
and there is your marshalship. « 

The Government of Chile understood 
that it should not accept without reserves 
the official protests of peaceful sentiments 
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that the Peruvian Government alleged, (1) 
and convinced by the communications of 
Lavalle that war was impending, insisted 
anew, with more reasons, in the friendly 
mediation: 

'-^The prospect of a near conflict between 
brother peoples y> — said ' the communication 
of our Governtnent — «~is going- to be once 
more a cause of pain and discredit for Jhe 
American continent. In these circumstan- 
ces, the President orders me to renew his re- 
quest and to offer again in the most formal 
manner his mediation to avoid hy all possible 
means, a regrettable rupture. . . 

<< Justice, Friendship, the welfare of America, 
the glory of the Restoring Army, are the only 
motives of this offer and will give aim to all 
the future steps of my Government» . 

This persistent insistence of the Chilean 
Government at the risk of appearing obsti- 
nate, evited the armed rupture. 



(1) In view of the lack of Seriousness from Gamarra, who 
at the same time Manifested such contradictory aims; assuring 
Lavalle that peace was a fact and advising general La Fuente 
to prep.ire war on Bolivia. 



PERU APPARENTLY SETTLES 
QUESTIONS WITH BOLIVIA (1840) 

The Peruvian Government that mayhap 
founded in the war favourable expecta- 
tions, while effussively thanking Chile for 
her friendly mediation, took advantage of 
the peace stipulations with Bolivia to deal 
a blow at the Chilean Government. 
, In the clause 10, of the peace treaty, ob- 
tained thanks to the Chilean mediation it 
was stipulated that the part of the expenses 
of the Restoration war, that Bolivia was 
pledged to pay to Chile, would be di- 
rectly paid to Peru who would settle 
with chile! 

Note must be taken that this was done 
while the steps of the Government of Chile 
to obtain from Peru the payment, of the 
old debt could not obtain even a satisfac- 
tory answer. 
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When the Chilean Foreign Department 
received the first news of this mockery, of 
the ignoble scoffing of Chilean interests 
and of the pledges contracted by two nations 
to which we had lent so many and valuable 
services, it immediately demanded, the co- 
rresponding explanations. 

The Bolivian Charge d'Affairs, Sr. To- 
mas Frias, answered the communication 
of our Government in arrogant and irri- 
tated terms contrasting with the friendly 
and conciliatory tone of former commu- 
nications. 

The Peruvian Government on its side 
did not answer , the communication of the 
Chilean Minister, being busy suffocating 
revolutions in the north and south of the 
country. 

Our Minister had nobody to treat with 
in Lima, as the President, general Garha- 
rra and almost all the Ministers were for 
the most time out of the capital persecut- 
ing the rebels. 

If the Government of Peru thought that 
the rnine introduced in the clause 10 of the 
treaty was going to cause a war, that would 
make Chile loss the nobly obtained pres- 
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tige of a peace-loving, progressive nation, 
they suffered complete error. 

The Government of Chile, apostle of 
peace and cordiality between sister nations, 
could not give to America the deplorable 
spectacle of a fratricidal war, when so many 
sacrifices and efforts were spent in avoiding 
war between them. With the experience of 
the Peruvian character — obtained during 
the troubled relations of 25 years of cons- 
tant and generous services — Chile preferred 
to wait the development of the recent friend- 
ship of Peru with her neighbours of the An- 
dean ranges, relishing meanwhile this new 
manifestation of Peruvian gratitude. 



PERU INVADES BOLIVIA WITHOUT 
DECLARING WAR AND IS ROUTED 
AT INGAVI (1841) 

The great project of Gamarra, his incu- 
rable obsession since coming into pdwer, 
was the war with BoHvia whose army he 
regarded with contempt' and hoped to beat 
easily. 

He took advantage without hesitation, 
of the opportufiity given by the revolution 
started in August 1841 in Bolivia. 

So as not give time to Chile — this inde- 
fatigable champion of peace, this imper- 
tinent shadow always before any conflict 
to open the road to honourable solutions — 
to exert friendly mediations that would' 
frustrate his ambitious plans, general Ga- 
marra invaded without declaring war the 
territory of Bolivia. 

To have an idea of the rapidity and se- 
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crecy of the action and of the respect ma- 
nifested for International Law, it is enough 
to know that when the Government acting 
in Lima in absence of Gamarra declared 
war not on Bolivia, but on the party ruling 
Bolivia, the war was already finished in the 
battlefield of Ingavi. . 

When the Bolivian Government recieved 
the first news on the invasion of its terri- 
tory by Peruvian troops, immediately sent 
a plenipotentiary to Gamarra to ask rea- 
sons for this war, of which no official advise 
had been given, and to ask or propose bases 
of agreement. 

This envoy in a note to Gamarra said: 
«The Government of Bolivia sees with 
pain and surprise that the Peruvian troops 
invade this Republic as if she was enemy 
of Peru, as if she was still under the yoke 
of the tyrant both abhor . . » 

But the Peruvian Government, that abro- 
gated its treaties five months after procla- 
mation, without giving reasons or excuses, 
answered the note of Bolivia in these terms: 
The Peruvian army is in Bolivia and 
it would not be honourable to retire 
without obtaining for its country the 
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securities it has come to get. . The un- 
dersigned can assure that if they are offered 
in s.uch form that they will consolidate for 
the future the restoration of both peoples, 
their internal tranquility and that pacts 
are celebrated in a permanent form', inde- 
pendent of any political disorder, nothing 
could be more pleasing than to see the friend- 
ship between Peru and Bolivia reestabli- 
shed. . » 

The mere reading of these Peruvian de- 
mands shows their spirit. 

All the efforts of the pmmissaries sent 
before him were useless: Gamarra wished 
to fight, defeat and return to his country 
with the palms of victory, after imposing 
on the vanquished the hard law of the victor. 

Gamarra advanced quickly on La Paz. 
The President of Bolivia, general Balli- 
vian, powerless to resist the advance of the 
Peruvian army, retired to Oruro, calling 
to arms all citizens between 15 and 50 years. 

In these circumstances, so difficult for 
.Bolivia and wounding for the national 
pride, the commander of the rebel forces, 
general ' Velasco in a movement of noble 
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patriotism, put all his men under the orders 
of general Ballivian. 

With this opportune reinforcement and 
some emigrated argentineans-among which 
was lieutenant Bartolome Mitre (1) — that 
were the last remnants of the unitary army 
routed in Famalla and escaping from the 
tyrant Rosas, the Bolivian army, although 
far inferior in numbers having only 3,700 
men against 5,200 Peruvians, took a most 
energetic offensive. 

Gamarra evacuated La Paz so as not 
to have his line of communications cut be- 
hind him, leaving in the town some sick 
soldiers that were massacred by the popu- 
lace. Sr. Montaner Bello in an interesting 
study of this time, says: «This abominable 
crime was the bloody reprisal of acts of 
cruelty of the Peruvians, ' who among other 
outrages, took as prisoners several ladies 
of La Paz and later on put in the first 
line of battle peaceful and powerless 
people taken by force among the po- 
pulation. » 



(1) Illustrious Argentinean statesman, that later on beca- 
me President of Argentine. 
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Very soon the two armies met. The plain 
of Ingavi, near the hamlet of Viacha was 
the ground chosen by Gamarra to present 
battle. , 

The fight was obstinate; Gamarra who 
personally commanded the movements 
of his infantry was, killed at the beginning 
of the battle and the^ efforts of the other 
Peruviai;! chiefs were useless to contain the 
dispersion of the soldiers, fleeing before the 
impetuous onrush of the Bolivain infantry 
and leaving all their arms and baggage in 
the field. 

The disaster was complete for the Peru- 
vian army. Ballivian advanced on Tacna 
and occupied this town and the port of 
Arica without meeting resistance. 

The Government of Peru called Lavalle 
to ask him to obtain the mediation of the 
Governifient of Chile (l). , 



(I) These facts are recorded in a communication of the 
Foreign iVlinister of Bolivia. Sr. Manuel Maria; Urcu'ltii, to the 
Government of Chile. 



PERUVIANS DISCOVER THAT 
CHILEAN FLOUR CAUSES 
DISENTERY 

The Peruvian nation could at last enjoy 
peace. Although the international horizon 
had certain dark clouds to the north, the 
good offices of Chile contributed to main- 
tain cordiality of relations between Peru 
Ecuador and Colombia. 

But the internal situation was deplorable. 
Continual revolutions, external wars, pu- 
blic service disorganization and in a word, 
all the calamities attending a permanent 
state of war, had ruined the country. 

Fortunately for Peru, at that time was 
discovered in her territory an abundant 
source of wealth: the guano. 

Our diplomatic relations continued their 
course of alternate cordiality and coldness, 
irritating and annoying incidents for our 
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national pride not lacking, always provo- 
ked by the Peruvian government and al- 
ways solved thanks to the high and serene 
spirit of the Chilean government. 

The people of Peru and her rulers looked 
to Chile from some time back with defini- 
te antipathy. There was. a marked preven- 
tion in Peru against all that was Chilean, 
and not only against the Government or 
persons, but the ill-will went also against 
Chilean, goods/ 

The Consul of Chile in Arica Sr. Ignaciq 
Rey y'. Riesco,. reporting this ill-will to the 
Government of , Chile, said : 

<It seems that the bakers of Tacna and 
all the people are in union to find defects 
in Chilean flours; they allege it has bad taste 
or smell, and their foolishness has reached 
to denounce it to the police saying that the 
bread made with this flour causes disen- 
tery>-> . 

And yet the Chilean flours competed 
without comparison with the Bolivian and 
other flours, by their quality, even under 
the higher price caused by the big tax they 
had to pay. 

Meanwhile Peruvian products had in 
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Chile great consumption and an i excellent 
market. 

On the total of imports that was about 
8 and a half million dollars at the time, 
about one million corresponded to Peruvian 
products, Peru taking the second place 
among the nations trading with Chile. 

And these commercial interests that are 
to-day the main object of the aims of Go- 
vernments, only received the Olympic con- 
tempt of the Government and people of 
Peru. 



INCREASE OF OUTRAGES AND 
VEXATIONS TO CHILEANS IN PERU 

(1841) 

What was the cause of this ill-will, this 
antipathy, this rancour against Chile? Chile 
had had no war with them, nor with any 
neighbour; had helped them on every oc- 
casion that they had asked her services; 
had made great sacrifices to preserve their 
independence and their territorial integrity; 
no other nation could have made, in exclu- 
sive benefit of another, what Chile had done 
for the Peruvian nation. 

Imagination fluctuates and wanders, 
searching for an origin, a motive, any cause 
for this unprecedented hate, manifested 
with strange uniformity by the rulers, the 
people, the whole society of Peru. 

Were they proud of the discovery of guano 
and with this sprang anew with more 
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strength the ciiuilatiou and rivahy for the 
development of commerce that had con- 
verted Valparaiso in the metropolis of the 
Pacific? 

Were they offended, indignant of having 
received so man}' favors of the genero- 
sity and friendly deference of the Govern- 
ment and peogJcof Chile? 

We canaot believe it. We imagine that 
a nobler cause, hidden from our sight and 
investigations, has been the origin of such 
attitude, and we feel repelled to continue 
an investigation that gives such disagrea- 
ble results. 

We will remark that, as a manifestation 
of this unfounded animosity, Chileans were 
outraged without any consideration, were 
forced to serve in the army and, when their 
services were no longer necessary, were 
often dismissed without payment. 

The most active representations of the 
Chilean Minister were useless. In a note to 
the Peruvian Government, Lavalle said: 

''■•Notwithstanding the reiterated promises 
made the wrong contimies with increas- 
scandal, not being enough to repress 
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it neither my reclamations, the offers of 
the Government or the continual steps 
I privately take near the Ministers, the 
Prefect and the commanders of the regiments 
where are sent the Chileans enforced to 
serve ...» 

The active and reiterated >steps of La- 
valle succeeded in hindering this situation 
for some time. Unfortunately for the inde- 
fatigable Minister and for his countrymen, 
this truce lasted very little, and soon ■ the 
outrages and persecution of Chileans and 
their interests increased, finishing by exas- 
perating Lavalle. 

<.<.The experience I have obtained by the 
long years of residence in this country» — 
wrote Lavalle to our Government — «has 
given me the most intimate conviction of the 
uselessness of acting in a moderate and 
political manner; and so as not to continue 
being the sport of false and cunning pro- 
ceedings, I take the liberty of. pointing out 
we must either abandon our reclamations 
or support them with the energy and deci- 
sion to wich we have indisputable right by 
their justice and by the carelessness and 
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contempt with which we. have seen corres- 
ponded so far our moderation and courtesy » . 

The Government of Chile understanding 
the reason that sided with its Minister 
authorized him to proceed with energy. 

Among the many Chilean citizens, un- 
justly persecuted and injured by the Pe- 
ruvian authorities, there was the rich mer- 
chant Sr. Domingo Allende, reduced to 
penury by the exactions in his interests and 
persecutions of his person. 

Not satisfied with this the Governor of 
Lima had him imprisoned as a suspicious 
vagrant and prepared his expulsion from 
the country. 

Sr. Lavalle intervened at this time, at 
first in a friendly way, but as he did not 
obtain satisfaction, he sent to the Gover- 
nor the following communication: 

« . . The time has come, then, for this 
demands and protests, unheard in the cour- 
teous and moderate language I have always 
used, to be expressed with the energy and 
force to which Chile has uncontested right 
by the indifferent and even hostile attitude 
of the Peruvian authorities towards Chile. 
My country, as you must know, has suf- 
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fered in silence until now the outra- 
ges inferred to her in Peru, not because 
she is not zealous in fulfilling her duties, or 
for lack of enough energy to make her voice 
heard in protection of her trampled privile- 
ges, but to ke6p at all costs the friend- 
ship and good hannony to which sister 
and neighbourly nations are called. 

«As my Government has seen that its 
constant benevolence and moderation are 
useless and that the respects and considera^ 
tions due to a nation that has done some- 
thing for the independence, welfare and free- 
dom of PeYu are forgotten, it is not possible 
to carry further such forbearance ' nor to 
ignore so many outrages, principal cause 
of the bad situation created to Chilean 
citizens in Peru. 

«If in this proceeding there is something 
untoward, the blame must be laid ■ on the 
Peruvian Government, which making of 
external relations something to be disre- 
garded, is absent for long terms and at great 
distances from the capital, leaving autho- 
rities empowered for anything but to an- 
swer in due form the complaints and recla- 
mations provoked by the excesses of sub- 
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ordinates against citizens of other coun- 
tries . . » 

Lavalle A\as perplexed in front of the 
strange and unexplained hate manifested 
by the Peruvian people against Chileans. 



ABSURD TALES CIRCULATED ON 
SECRET PURPOSES OF CHILE 

(1842) 

The most absurd tales and suppositions 
were propagated about the secret purposes 
of the Government of Chile, and all were 
accepted with wonderful credulity. 

To give one example. 

At the end of November 1842, came to 
Santiago Sr. Tornas Cipriano Mosquera, 
Minister of the Republic of New Granada 
(later Colombia) whose mission was to 
obtain a treaty of friendship, commerce, 
navigation and maritime postal service be- 
tween both countries, and to ask the me- 
diation of Chile for a peaceful agreement 
between Peru and Ecuador. 

The Peruvian Government giving free 
bridle to its imagination prodigal in sus- 
picions and ill-intentioned suppositions on 
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anything related to Chile, thought that a 
great plot ^^■as being prepared against Peru. 
« General La Fuente has told me, said 
Lavalle to the Government of Chile, that 
men like Lazo, Mariategtii, general Vidal 
and general Nieto, believe with the greatest 
faith that the mission of general Mosquera 
to Chile has in view to treat the establish- 
ment of american monarchies and they 
accuse our Government to have the inten- 
tion of dividing Peru so as to obtain an 
easier preponderance over her. If general 
La Fuente himself had not told me that 
he had heard these gentlemen speak with 
great solemnity about this and that they 
were considering the means of opposing 
our movements, procuring before anything 
a fleet superior to ours, I would have thought 
that these were children's tales, because 
only children can give credence to such 
fictions. Fortunately general La Fuente 
calmed their fears making them see how 
unfounded they were, and they have re- 
covered their calm». 

Shortly afterwards, Lavalle said: 
«I fail to understand how such ideas, 
that have not a single fact as foundation, 
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are accepted by men that are considered 
wise. Naturally this is not to be wondered 
when there are even absurder notions that 
are completely accepted, like this one: That 
the invariable and constant policy of the 
Government of Chile towards Peru is to 
maintain her in perpetual civil war and disor- 
der, so as to be never organized. 

«If anyone had told me that in the Go- 
vernment and among men with common 
sense such opinions were current, I would 
have received the news with contempt; 
but Sr. Osma himself and two Councillors 
of State have been heard by me to cast 
such an aspersion on the sentiments and 
capacity of our Government. 

«If there was any interest for Chile in 
the destruction of Peru there would be some 
basis for such an insult; but as it cannot be 
justified even with such an excuse^because 
I do not think that anyone will believe this- 
it is impossible to think that there is good 
faith in those who propagate such absur- 
dity.» 

Disillusioned and tired by such a useless 
task, with his patience finished, Lavalle 
asked his recall from our Government, 



CHILE ASKS THE PAYMENT OF 
THE OLD DEBT OF PERU 

Lavalle was replaced by Sr. Manuel Ca- 
milo X'ial sent as Charge d'i\.ffairs to Lima. 
\'ial was an acti\e and energetic man, and 
initiated with vigour the defense of Chilean 
interests and of our countrymen unjustly 
persecuted. 

Chileans were forced without considera- 
tion to serve in the Peruvian ranks. Vial 
whose briskness, activity and energy were 
not impaired by official red-tape, considered 
that Lavalle had not been energetic and 
diligent enough in the defence of Chilean 
interest and wrote to the Government say- 
ing: The exactions and scandalous abuses 
committed every day against Chileans, 
have reached the limit. 

«I can assure, without fear of being mis- 
taken, that Chileans ha^'e had no protec- 
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tion, especially those of the poorer classes; 
that outrages and vexations have no limit; 
that from the Supreme Chief to the 
least subordinate have an odious pre- 
vention against Chileans and think 
themselves authorized for anything . . « 

Thanks to his active efforts, hundreds 
of Chileans were liberated and repatriated. 
At the same time Vial worked with zeal 
to obtain the payment of the old debt of 
Peru which we have' already considered, 
but without any results. 

Soon after, he returned to the country 
and took charge of the Interior and Foreign 
Departments under President Bulnes. 

Since the discovery of the guano we 
have already mentioned, the financial si- 
tuation of Peru was greatly ameliorated. 
The Government of Chile, with the most 
unexceptionable titles, demanded from Peru 
the payment of about seven million dollars, 
enormous sum for our country, if con- 
sideration is given that - at the time this 
money was lent the total revenues of 
the country did not exceed one mi- 
llion. This meant then the fiscal revenue of 
seven years, 
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More still. Chile who was the poorest 
country of America at that time, had spent 
over 10 million dollars, to cover the expen- 
ses of the expeditions sent to help Peru, 
and this had been obtained by means of 
internal taxation, only way of obtaining 
loans at the time. 

But of this no mention was made; the 
payment demanded by the Government 
of Chile was only for loans in money, taken 
from the loans made by British capitalists 
and on which Chile was paying interests and 
capital, grievously burdening our incipient 
Public Finance. 

All our diplomats, one after the other, 
had failed in obtaining an agreement for 
the payment of this debt. 



PERUVIAN POLICY OF RETARD 
AND PROTRACTION (1847) 

The Government of Peru evidenced a 
rare uniformity in a system of retardation 
and postergations that disheartened first 
Lavalle, then Vial and later Sr. Jose 
Ramon Cerda. In the Peruvian diplomacy 
could be seen a unity of purpose passing 
from one administration to the next, and' 
that by perpetuation seemed to make very 
doubtful the hopes of an honourable settle- 
ment. 

They shielded themselves saying that 
Congress had not approved the necessary 
measures and also that the money had been 
spent in a common cause where Chile had 
the same interests as Peru. 

Sr. Diego Jose Benavente, distinguished 
internationalist of that time, who had been 
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Finance Minister of the Bulnes administra- 
tion, was sent as Chilean representative 
to the American Congress organized by 
the Government of Peru for 1847. 

At the end of the sessions of the Congress, 
to which concurred only Chile, Ecuador, 
New Granada (Colombia), Bolivia and Pe- 
ro, Sr. Benavente, left in Lima as Chilean 
Minister, addressed all his efforts to the 
definite solution of the debt and dishearte- 
ned also by the dilatory system of the Pe- 
ruvian Foreign Office asked to be replaced . 

The Government of Chile tired with 
these endless negotiations and the Peruvian 
tactics of tiring out all efforts, decided to 
end in any manner and obtain what she 
could, giving instructions to Benavente in 
this sense. 

This happy decision of the Chilean Go- 
vernment put an end to this transaction. 
By means of a considerable reduction in 
the amount of the debt, a protocol was sig- 
ned between Sr. Benavente and Sr. Ferrey- 
ros, fixing the manner of payment and the 
amount for which the debt was compro- 
mised. 
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The Foreign Minister of Peru Sr. Felipe 
Pardo, informing Congress of this advan- 
tageous settlement, said that it was a suc- 
cess of the Peruvian negotiator Sr. Ferreyros. 



FRIENDLY INTERLUDE (1852) 

Fortunately for both peoples, at this time 
assumed the Presidency of the Peruvian 
Republic general Castilla, who had been 
twice in Chile as a political proscript and 
had personally known her men, gauging 
their good will and having in consequence 
frank sympathy for our country and esteem 
for her men. 

He had a close friendship with President 
Bulnes and kept with him intimate corres- 
pondence; in a- word, Castilla was a friend 
of Chile. 

Minister Lavalle had written a year be- 
fore to the Government: 

«If general Castilla takes the helm may- 
hap some day we will see between Chile 
and Peru true relations of friendship 
that have never existed so far. » 

With Castilla started a new era of friend- 
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ship and cordiality, continued by his su- 
ccessor /general Echenique, nobly helped 
in this task by his Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, general Torrico. 

The Minister of Chile in Lima, Sr. Ber- 
nardino J. de Toro said of this last: 

« General Torrico is a man in whom — 
I can say without fear of being mistaken — 
I will always find the greatest benevolence 
and facilities for all the affairs to be dis- 
cussed.* 

Nevertheless, public sentiment had not 
altered in Peru. 

Referring to the bloody encounters of 
the revolution of 1851 in Chile, Minister 
Toro said : 

«. . .It can be imagined that these news 
have not been lamented in Peru. We are for 
this country an object of great jealousy 
and rancour and there are hopes among 
many that they will see us involved in an 
interminable series pf revolutions ...» 

But we are pleased to say that the Pe- 
ruvian Government was at this time ful- 
filling faithfully its obligations. 

In the report presented to the Chilean 
Congress in 1852, the Minister of Interior 
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and Foreign Affairs Sr. Antonio Varas, 
says, referring to Peru: 

«0f all sister Republics, that of Peru is 
the one who has most relations with Chile, 
and by her position, products and admi- 
nistrative management is called to maintain 
them very close and cordial. 

«The debt recognized by Peru has com- 
menced earning interests from January of 
present year and the Peruvian Government, 
impulsed by friendly sentiments has made 
the first payment of interests, advancing 
the term fixed, sending drafts to be paid 
in London covering the interests of the 
whole year. 

'<A negotiation has been initiated with 
the same Government to agree on the total 
cancellation of the debt with due rega'rd to 
mutual interests. 

«At the beginning of this year the Pe- 
ruvian Charge d'Affairs in Chile delivered 
in the name of his Government, the me- 
dals accorded by the Congress of Peru to 
the President of Chile at the time and to 
the chiefs and officers of the army that ob- 
tained the victory of Yungay.» 



— 82 — 

The Government of Chile fostered this 
friendship and regarded with the greatest 
interest all that tended to consolidate it 
and make it closer still. 

Diplomatic relations of Peru with Ecua- 
dor and Bolivia had been on several occa- 
sions very near armed rupture. As in former 
occasions the Government of Chile offer- 
ed its good offices and moved all its legiti- 
mate influences and friendly relations with 
the sister Republics to avoid the horrors 
of a war between them. 

The moment was near when the Peru- 
vian nation would see at her feet the yawn- 
ing abyss of a reivindicational war, whose 
first operations were started by the, Spanish 
seizing the richest source of wealth of Peru; 
a moment when Chile, this friend of the 
nubilla tempus, always ready to lend her 
support in difficult times for the Peruvian 
nationality, would enter alone in the strug- 
gle in defense of Peru. 



WAR WITH SPAIN (1864) 

The state of permanent agitation of some 
of the American RepubHcs, since their po- 
Htical independence, had given at this time 
impulse to the secret projects of monar- 
chical Europe which did not believe in the 
sincerity and solidity of republican spirit 
and vigour of the democratic institutions 
of the new States of America, hence giving 
place to the hope that tired at last of inter- 
nal struggles they would at the end abandon 
the new system and would turn towards 
the old European countries asking for pro- 
tection. 

Even among Americans there were some 
statesmen who believed that the remedy 
for discord and all the ills of the state of 
almost permanent revolt, were to be found 
in the institutions of civilized Europe. 

Nobody will wonder with this antecedents 
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that the Government of the United States 
warned the Diplomatic Agent of Peru on 
the intention of Spain of provoking what 
was called a reversion in America. 

The successful essay made in Santo Do- 
mingo stimulated this purpose of the Ma- 
drid Government and the close vinculations 
of friendship and family relations with 
Peruvians, of some prominent men, toge- 
ther with the dominant agitation in her in- 
ternal politics, concurred to present Peru 
as the most likely country to carry out the 
aims of the Spanish Government. 

The wealth of Peru and the attendant, 
almost foregone consequence, the corrup- 
tion of the country, made the carrying out 
of these projects more tempting and easy. 
It seemed moreover that the splendour and 
luxury of the old Virreynato, to which the 
society of Lima was trained, did not run 
well with the democratic organization of 
the Republic. 

General Zavala, one of the Spanish Mi- 
nisters, born in Peru, brother of a Peruvian 
general and brother-in-law of Sr. Osma, 
Foreign Minister of Peru, was the principal 
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instigator, it seems, of the plan of reivin- 
dication that was being canvassed. 

Some prominent public men of Peru, tired 
of mutinies and revolutions had reached 
the conviction that their country was un- 
prepared for self-government and to this 
current of opinion, that we might call honest, 
was joined the mass of dissatisfied, traitors 
ans unscrupulous elements of all societies. 

It was freely said, and the press re- 
peated it, that the Spanish Government had 
elements in Peru, thanks to the influence of 
general Zavala and some influencial Pe- 
ruvians who made a point of insulting the 
liberal spirit of the century, by constituting 
themselves the defenders of the colonial 
government. 

On the other hand steps were carried in 
Mexico, Central America and Ecuador in 
the same direction and the Spanish Govern- 
ment was making efforts to interest France 
in this enterprise. But France gained the 
initiative in the Treaty of London and ins- 
tituted the first monarchy in America on 
her own account, with the help of Austria, 
so as to hinder the re-establishment of the 
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exclusive power of Spain in the American 
continent. 

It is to the praise of Chile, that while in 
Spain nobody counted on her for the rea- 
lization of such plans, all the American 
Republics, the United States included, had 
confidence in the energy and patriotism 
of the Chileans and counted with the sup- 
port of Chile in favour of the American 
cause. 

We will note a fact here as a sample of 
the monarchical influence to be felt at the 
time in America. 

The Charge d'Affairs of Colombia in 
Peru, officially informed to our represen- 
tative in Lima Sr. Jose Victorino Lasta- 
rria, in June 1^63, that '■<the Minister of 
France baron Goury de Roslan, had notified 
to his Government that the Emperor Na- 
poleon III could not accept that the Repu- 
blic of Ecuador could enter to form a part 
of the Union of Colombian States. » 

It was thought that this followed a secret 
intelligence between the Emperor and Pre- 
sident Garcia Moreno of Ecuador. The Mi- 
nister of Chile answering to the represen- 
tative of Colombia, who tried to reach an 
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understanding in ^•if■^v of the evidence that- 
by force and corruption-Europe seemed 
to haAC the purpose of attempting against 
the sovereignty and repubHcan interests 
of America, said: 

As to the means to be adopted to 
avoid the consummation of such felony, 
on which the Charge d'Affairs of Co- 
lombia wishes to have an agreement 
with the Chilean Legation, the under- 
signed believes more compatible with 
the policy of the American Continent 
and the obligation of each state of not 
interfering with the internal affairs 
of another, to make a declaration of 
the American States, similar to that 
made by the President of the United 
States, Monroe, against all interven- 
tion of Europe in the private affairs of 
America. 

All these circumstances contributed to 
the calling of a new American Congress, 
that at the invitation of the Peruvian Go- 
vernment was invited to session in Lima 
in 1864, of which we will treat later. 

Let us see meanwhile, how the purposes 
of re\'ersion were being put in practice. 
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The 14th. April 1864 the Spanish squa- 
dron in the Pacific, formed by the frigates 
Resohwion and Triunfo, without justified 
cause or previous declaration of war took 
possesion of the Chincha islands, the most 
valuable source of wealth of Peru, by its 
guano deposits. 

This attempt aga;inst the sovereignty 
of the Peruvian nation, caused in Chile a 
general movement of indignation in which 
pieople and Government alike participated. 

The independence of Chile had been re- 
cognized by' Spairi by the Treaty of Peace 
and Friendship signed in Madrid the 25th. 
April 1844, by the President of the Spanish 
Council Sr. Luis Gonzalez y Bravo and the 
Chilean Plenipotentiary general Jose Ma- 
nuel Borgoiio and the reIa:tions between 
both countries were in a period of frank 
expansion and cordiality. 

The Government of Peru on the con- 
trary had not been able to obtain in a 
formal manner and in conformity with 
diplomatic procedure the reestablish- 
ment of her relations with Spain. 

The last step in this sense, made by Sr. 
Jose Joaquin de Osma, sent as Plenipoten- 
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tiary Minister to the Court of Madrid, had 
failed before the refusal of the Spanish 
Council to recognize him before signa- 
ture of a treaty resuming in a solemn and 
official manner the diplomatic relations be- 
tween both Governments. 

This failure was more marked on ac- 
count of figuring in the Spanish gabinet 
general Zavala, whose manifest deferen- 
ce and simpaty to Peru were doubly clear 
by reason of his being born in Peru 
brother of a general of that country 
and brother-in-law of the Peruvian 
Plenipotentiary himself. 

Referring to this the Spanish historian 
Sr. Pedro Novoa y Colson says: 

« Fortunately the Government of 
Spain took careful account of the lack 
of basis and seriousness that charac- 
terize Peru, where a simple political 
change was enough to unmake all 
agreements. It is true that when Chile 
negotiated the recognition of her inde- 
pendence (1844) her representative ob- 
tained by exception permission to pre- 
sent his credentials before ratification 
of the treaty. But Chile was guaranteed 
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not only by her superior seriousness 
but by the fact of having recognized 
many years before the Spanish debt, 
moved by a sentiment of equity and 
justice (1). 

The Republic of Chile is and has 
always been from her constitution the 
most wise and discreet of South Ame- 
rica. Her dedication to commerce and 
industry, her respect of her institu- 
tions . . etc. 

After the failure of the negotiations of 
the Peruvian Plenipotentiary near the Court 
of Madrid, the Government of Peru refused 
on its part to receive Sr. Salazar y Maza- 
rredo in his character of Special Commisio- 
ner of the Queen of Spain, according to him 
only the character of Confidential Agent. 

This incident coincided with the arrival 



(1) In effect in the Clause IV of the Treaty of Peace and 
Friendship signed by Spain and Chile, it is said: Considering 
that the Republic of Chile by law of the 17th. November 
1835 has recognized freely and spantaneously as a debt 
of the Nation, the debts contracted by the Government and 
authorities of Spain in Chile during the war.. .. establishing 
general regulations for its payment; the provisions of the said 
Law will be considered as incorporated in the present 
Treaty". 
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at Callao of the Spanish fleet commanded 
by Admiral Pinzon. Sr. Salazar }• Maza- 
rredo went on board the fleet and without 
delays or ceremonies went to the Chincha 
islands and took possession of them by 
title of rcivindication. 

Among the considerations of the statement 
or declaration of the Spanish Commissio- 
ner, were the following: 

« Considering that the Government of 
Her Catholic Magesty has not recognized 
the independence of Peru, by fault of the 
Government of the Republic, and that ac- 
cording to the expression of one of her pu- 
blicists, the truce continues only in fact; 

« Considering that the property of the 
said islands can be reivindicatcd by the 
Government of Her Magesty, with a similar 
right as that santioned by Great Britain 
on returning the islands of Fernando Poo, 
Annobon, etc. 

The Foreign Minister of Peru Sr. Juan 
Antonio Ribeyro, on getting news of the 
occupation addressed the 16th April, 1864, 
a protest to the Diplomatic Corps resident 
in Lima. 

Among the first to answer was the Chilean 
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representative, Sr. Jose Nicolas Hurtado, 
who said: 

«In such extraordinary case, unforeseen 
in my instructions, I believe I would be a 
misinterpreter of the sentiments of high 
americanism manifested at all times by the 
Government and people of Chile, if I limi- 
ted myself to express that I will immedia- 
tely communicate to my Government the 
contents of the note of the Peruvian Go- 
vernment informing on all the incidents 
related to this grave question, assuring that 
it will be matter of the most careful consi- 
deration of my Government. 

«But besides that I declare that the 
Chincha islands will be considered as 
integrant party of the Peruvian terri- 
tory and that I do not recognize to Spain 
the right of reivindication invoked as 
title or as one of the reasons for occu- 
pation, by the Especial Commissioner 
and the Admiral of the fleet of Spain in 
the Pacific* 

And in a note to the Chilean Government 
Sr. Hurtado said: To act in this way I have 
taken account that I am the representative 
of a nation who helped with her arms to 
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the rupture of the rights that Spain pre- 
tends now to reivindicate on Peru ; and that 
at all times the Government and people of 
Chile have been the most zealous guardian 
of the independence of South Americans 
republics ». 

The Minister of Chile not only recorded 
his protest as representative of his Govern- 
ment, but also provoked a reunion of the 
Diplomatic Corps, which under the pre- 
sidency of its dean Mr. Christopher Ro- 
binson, Minister of the United States, deci- 
ded to make a joint declaration stating that 
«in view of the impossibility of obtaining 
instructions from their Governments in time, 
they sincerely lamented that the Commi- 
ssioner and Chief Commander had not ad- 
justed their proceedings to what is provided 
by International Law for such cases; that 
they did not accept the right of reivindi- 
cation invoked as one of the reasons for the 
occupation, and will continue considering 
the Chincha islands as belonging to Peru, 
while their respective Governments decide 
what they consider fitting*. 

This declaration was signed by Christo- 
pher Robinson (U. S. A.); Tho. R. Eldreg- 
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ge (Ch. d'A. Hawaii); W. M. Sttaford Ter- 
ringham (Ch. d'A. Great Britain), Juan 
de la Cruz Benavente (M. of Bolivia) and 
J. Nicolas Hurtado, (Ch. d'A. of Chile). 

The Declaration and the subsequent steps 
of the Diplomatic Corps represented by a 
commission formed by the representatives 
of France, Great Britain and Chile, gave 
as result that in the communications of the 
chief of the Spanish fleet no further mention 
was made of reivindication, declaring ins- 
tead that the islands had been taken as a 
measure of reprisal. 

This was a great step but as the retirement 
by the Spanish Admiral of the principle of 
reivindication, took away in a certain sense 
the American character it had been given, 
the Peruvian Government, publicly disau- 
thorized the diplomatic corps. . 

The Chilean Minister in Lima, reporting 
to the Government on these incidencies 
said: 

«In the reunion of the Diplomatic Corps 
the matter was discussed and it was agreed 
that before anything, it was necessary to 
know the wishes of the Government regar- 
ding agreements that could give peaceful 
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and honourable solution to the difficulties. 
To this end the English Minister and myself 
were commissioned. The English Minister 
had inconxenients to accompany me and 
gave me a written power and I went alone to 
confer with Sr. Ribeyro. I manifested the 
wishes of the Diplomatic Corps and asked 
his opinion on the matter. Sr. Ribeyro ma- 
nifested the keen appreciation of his Go- 
vernment of the solicitude and interest of 
the Diplomatic Corps and extensively ex- 
plained the good intentions of the Govern- 
ment to settle in a peaceful and decorous 
manner the difficulties with Spain. As to 
the terms of settlement, the matter being 
so serious, he asked for time to consult 
H. E. the President and his colleagues and 
leave the matter open until an agreement 
with them was reached. 

«0n the next day I saw him again, 
accompanied by the EngHsh Minister 
and being already in accord with the 
President and his colleagues he repea- 
ted the former opinions and ratified 
them. 

«We reported the result of our mission 
to the Diplomatic Corps and it was decided 
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by unanimity to send a commission to the 
Admiral and Commissioner, in confidential 
mission to confer with them on the situa- 
tion, to gather the final purpose of their 
proceedings and to try to obtain the arran- 
gement. The Dean who had to appoint the 
commission designated for this the repre- 
sentatives of England, France and Chile. 

«The commission set out without giving 
notice to the Government, as agreed by the 
Diplomatic Corps, so as not to give to this 
step a humiliating character to the Peruvian 
Government. It was wished that it could 
never be said that the offended was pro- 
posing settlement to the aggressor, but only 
that the neutrals were spontaneously offering 
a honourable solution of difficulties. » 

A few days after, the President of the 
Republic in a speech to the people of Lima 
said what follows : 

« Fellow citizens: The Government is 
busy reuniting the necessary elements to 
expel the Spaniards from the islands and 
avenge the offense made to the National 
Colours. I have taken no part in the last 
diplomatic events. The Iquique is here 
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we do not know how, as the Government 
has refused to receive it. (1) 

«This ship had a flag-, a commander, a 
Peruvian garrison, and while national ho- 
nour is not duly satisfied, that ship can 
remain where it is until it sinks or disap- 
pears. (The People: Let it sink! Let it sink!). 

«They have published a declaration, but 
the Government or the nation can have no 
faith in it, because having once lied, they 
will always lie. 

«The echo of sympathy that in the illus- 
trious people of Chile has found the outrage 
made to our flag — and that will be propagated 
in all America — is a sure proof that the inde- 
pendence of the continent is for' ever secured^. 
(Long life Peru and Chile!) 

There is no need of giving opinion on the 
(discretion and convenience of this presi- 
dential allocution; it serves only to give 
proof of the disauthorization made in an em- 
phatic and unusual manner of the steps of 
the Diplomatic Corps. 



(1) This ship had been taken by the Spanish fleet at the 
time of seizing the islands, and thanks to the steps of the Diplo- 
matic Corps, had been returned to the Peruvian Government 
which refused to receive it. 

7 
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The Minister of Chile protested to the 
Foreign Minister of Peru, on the truth 
of facts being altered in such manner, but 
without allowing this to diminish his en- 
thusiasm and sympathy for the cause of 
Peru, as can be seen by the following noble 
and knightly answer to an invitation made 
by the Spanish Admiral, to a new confe- 
rence, as a member of the Diplomatic Corps. 

«The position of the undersigned, says 
the Minister of Chile, is not exactly equal 
to that of his colleagues, as his quality of 
representative of an American Republic — ■ 
keeping as yet good relations with Spain — 
who is a sister of Peru and, is very nearly 
and deeply affected by the events of Chincha 
makes the duty of the undersigned to ask 
the General Commander of the fleet as to the 
possible results of the interview. The reu- 
nion proposed now by the Commander has 
in view questions related to citizens of 
foreign nations, residing in those islands 
or is it likely that the agreement proposed 
before and treated in the first conference 
can be reached to? // it is only for the first, 
the undersigned, before the high and great 
considerations of the honour of Peru, bro- 
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ther people of Chile, would be in the pain- 
ful neccessity of not attending the interests 
of his countrymen residing in the islands, 
which have been placed under care of the 
British Vice-Consul, and of refusing the 
proposed i n ter view . » 

The tone of loyalty, nobility and high- 
mindedness in which this communication 
is worded, corresponded with exact fidelity 
to the sentiments and attitude of the peo- 
ple and Government of Chile. 

This decided attitude of Chile, the only 
country to manifest with positive facts her 
americanism and fraternal sympathy for 
the Peruvian nation, made her very soon 
the target of the ires of the Spanish Admiral. 

Very soon we would see the destruction 
of the principal commercial port of Chile 
by the Spanish fleet. 



GREAT DEMONSTRATIONS IN PERU 
OF GRATITUDE TO CHILE 

We have said already that the attempt 
against the sovereignty of Peru by the 
Spanish fleet's seizure of the Chincha islands, 
caused in Chile deep and general indigna- 
tion. From one end to the other of the coun- 
try the echo of protest was hedrd against 
the insult to the Peruvian flag and open 
sympathy was expressed for our brothers 
of the Rimac. 

The news of this attitude of the Chilean 
people caused in Peru a general movement 
of enthusiasm and gratitude, shown in pa- 
rades, acts of thanksgiving, acclamations 
to the Chilean representative, to the people 
and to the Government of Chile, etc. 

«In front of the warlike demonstrations 
of Chile — wrote our Minister — who with 
so much nobleness has taken up the gaunt- 
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let of reconquest thrown by Spain, this 
people has felt humiliated, and abandoning 
his apathy, has started all sort of demons- 
trations of gratitude to the Chilean people; 
his patriotism has been reawakened and — 
what did not happen at the beginning — 
does not want to hear again of settlement 
but wants war — a rapid and terrible war. 

«0n the night of the 11th. over two 
thousand persons demonstrated in front 
of my house, with bands and banners. . . 
etc.» 

Here are some of the speeches made 
during the great demonstration of th^ 
people of Lima to the Minister of Chile. 
The Great Marshal don AntOnio de la 
Fuente, Mayor of Lima said: 

«The Municipal Council of Lima, echo 
of the wishes of the people, comes with the 
greatest satisfaction to congratulate in the 
person of his representative, the Chilean 
people who with so much decision has of- 
fered to help wipe out the offense made by 
the Spanish nation to Peru, planting again 
the standard of Pizarro in the lands of the 
Incas. 

«The Chilean people was always ready 
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to pour his blood in union with the 
Peruvians when we must attack those 
who have dared offend our independence 
and liberty. 

«This is mayhap the third time in which 
both peoples in union call to the whole 
America to unite in the strongest links of 
confraternity to oppose the exaggerated 
pretensions of European monarchies. 

«The Council expects that the Chilean 
Minister will express to the people of 
Chile the eternal gratitude and deep 
recognizance of the people of Peru, and 
especially that of Lima, which I represent 
now». 

The Minister of Chile answered in the 
following terms: 

«... Under the flag of Union and using 
the most sacred of rights of the people — 
that of exerting by himself his sovereignty 
and directing his own destinies — Latin Ame- 
rica constituted herself and was recognized 
by the whole world as a free and independent 
region. 

«The palms of Ayacucho and Junin were 
obtained with the blood of Chileans, Pe- 
ruvians, Argentineans and Colombians. All 



— 103 — 

was common in that great epoch: triumphs 
and defeats; mournings and rejoicings. . . 
The people of Peru can be sure that the 
Government and people of Chile will be on 
the side of Peru in the questions affecting 
her independence and sovereignty. » 

As a delicate proof of the refined courtesy 
of the ladies of Lima, we take the following 
from a local paper of the time: «At two 
o'clock about eight thousand persons con- 
gregated in the theatre. Sr. Andraca, coun- 
cillor of the town, after acclaiming the flags 
of Chile and Peru said he had heart to feel 
but no eloquence and in impassioned phra- 
ses stated that the American Union was an 
accomplished fact. A young lady sent then 
a wreath of roses to adorn the flag of Chile ».* 

The papers of Lima filled their columns 
with expressions of gratitude to Chile and 
eternal vows of recognizance towards the 
Chilean nation: there was wastage of gra- 
titude. 

We say wastage, because having then 
the people of Lima made patent his gra- 
titude, six years later was signed in Lima 
the secret tteaty of alliance with Bolivia 
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against the same Chilean people acclaimed 
with such delirious enthusiam. 

Before reaching this sad page of the Pe- 
ruvian friendship, let us present the mani- 
festations of gratitude of the Peruvian 
people, that led to expect days of unalte- 
rable and brotherly friendship which to-day 
are only remembrances of happy hours of 
9. passing idyl. 

El Mer curio of Lima said then:' «Last 
night most of the inhabitants of Lima in- 
vaded the central streets and with great 
enthusiasm went to the residence of the 
Minister of Chile to manifest the immense 
gratitude felt by the Peruvian people 
for that of Chile by the marked proofs 
given of deference to our cause. . . 

«We see that as soon as the news 
of the events have reached high-minded 
Chile, so zealous of her liberty and privile- 
ges, when, standing and resolute, she looks 
face to face to Spain and accepts with firm 
countenance the call. Those that triumphed 
in Chacabuco and Maipo cannot accept 
that a daring hand defiles the palms sown 
with the Peruvians in the glorious fields 
of victory that are the pride of the people of 



— 105 — 

the Incas. Peru recognizes in the Chileans 
the old companions of her glory, that with 
her shared defeats and victory, and with 
the deepest emotion of gratitude and also 
of American pride she has received the most 
eloquent demonstrations of the sympathy 
that our national cause has found in that 
truly brotherly people». 

The people of Callao also manifested in 
the following act his gratitude to Chile: 

«In Callao the 12th. of May 1864, the 
citizens spontaneously convened. . con- 
sidering the high patriotism and remarkable 
fraternity of the Chilean people. . . decided 
to give a vote of thanks to the Chilean 
people. . . for the spontaneous reprobation 
manifested before the outrage. . and pro- 
test that the sons of Callao will be the 
first to fly to the help of Chile. . . etc.» 
Similar acts were made in different towns 
of Peru. The Society of Founders of the 
Independence sent the following commu- 
nication to the Chilean Minister: 

«We have felt the most great joy on 
hearing of the enthusiasm of the illustrious 
people of Chile and the decision of avenging 
the unmerited outrage made to his brothers 



— 106 — 

of Peru. . . The glorious remembrance of 
the great sacrifices made together. . . 

. . . «We are honoured by expressing our 
cordial gratitude to the patriotic people of 
Chile. . . for his republican sentiments and 
sympathy to, our cause. . . » 



PERU ASKS THE HELP OF CHILE 

(1864) 

Meanwhile, what were the measures of 
the Peruvian Government 'to wash with 
blood — as expressed by the President to 
the people — the offense received? 

According the the official reports of Sr. 
Hurtado to the Government of Chile the 
situation is painted as follows: 

«Sr. Ribeyro has explicitly told me his 
hope that Chile will lend to Peru in this 
occasion all the support, all the help pos- 
sible and asked me not only to transmit 
this hope but to cooperate to that end. 
Some days before the President had asked 
me the same. . . 

«After the agitation of the first days 
things are calmer and the Government that 
does not feel itself strong in the interior 
and without elements enough to recover 
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the Ghincha islands by force, vacillates, 
fluctuates and does not dare adopt any de- 
finitive measure. 

«In conformity with the opinion of the 
country, manifests that it wishes the war 
and burns with the desire of washing with 
blood the offenses received by Peru from 
the Spanish fleet. To these ends it has bought 
the steamer Quito from the English com- 
pany and arms it; the Loa is protected with 
rails; Callao is fortified, etc. . . Yet besides 
the open facts to demonstrate to the coun- 
try that the Government has the firm pur- 
pose of going to war, there are others less 
open, some of which are kept in reserve and 
hidden, which convince those that are in 
the secret, not only that the sole wish of 
the Government is to regain the islands 
by a peaceful agreement but also that it 
works unceasingly in this sense ...» 



DOUBLE GAME OF THE PERUVIAN 
GOVERNMENT AND FORTUNATE 
SPECULATIONS (1864). 

A few days after, Hurtado wrote: «The 
conduct of this Government regarding the 
events of Chincha and its relations with 
the chief of the Spanish fleet, is until now 
undecided and dark». 

The attitude of the Peruvian Govern- 
ment was enough to perplex the most sa- 
gacious diplomatist. While it manifested 
to the people its purpose of avenging the 
outrage, it was using its agents in Europe 
to obtain directly a friendly agreement with 
the Spanish Cabinet. 

In Lima there was general belief that 
with this double game some fortunate spe- 
culations had been carried through. On the 
news of friendly negotiations of the Peru- 
vian agents in Europe reaching the mar- 
kets of Paris and London, the Peruvian 
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bonds experimented considerable rises of 
which advantage was taken by those in 
the secret. Two or three months after the 
mails brought news of the warlike prepa- 
rations of Peru and the downward move- 
ment commenced. . . 

What participation had in all this the 
Cabinet presided by Sr. Ribeyro? What 
reason had the Peruvian Chamber to appro- 
ve by 80 votes against 3 the resolution de- 
claring the Cabinet « traitor to the public 
confidences^? We do not know, but the press 
and public opinion of Peru made the most 
serious charges to the Cabinet. 

The Government of Peru since the 14th 
April, ddte of the occupation of the Chincha 
islands, up to the end of August had given 
no signs of life and pretended that the Go- 
vernment of Chile, which was not the 
offended nor had means of action for 
a successful offensive, started an open 
struggle with Spain. 

It was an open secret that Chile had no 
war elements to oppose any resistance to 
the Spanish fleet. Her undefended ports 
and two or three wooden ships were not 
surely the elements to inspire fear to the 
Spanish navy. 



THE PUBLIC POWERS OF PERU LEND 
MORE ATTENTION TO INTERNAL 
POLITICS THAN TO THE WAR. 

Let us see the attitude of public powers 
of Peru. On the 11th. August, Sr. Hurtado 
wrote to the Government of Chile: « Dur- 
ing the days elapsed since my last commu- 
nication, the Congress of this country has 
treated only affairs of internal politics, leav- 
ing the consideration of foreign affairs until 
the fall of the Cabinet is obtained. » 

The President wished by all means to 
maintain Ribeyro in the Foreign Office, 
but in view of the accusation of treason to 
the public confidence made against the who- 
le Cabinet by almost the whole Chamber, 
he desisted and called new men to the Go- 
vernment. 

Twenty days after the new Cabinet was 
organized, Hurtado wrote: 
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«The political situation has not altered. 
Yhe Government has taken no decision, 
neither has the Congress, regarding the 
Spanish question. The public sessions of 
the Chamber are without interest, and the 
secret ones to judge by what some senators 
and deputies have told me and by what 
the press says, are very jar pom corres- 
ponding to the importance and gravity of 
the affairs pending. » 

The 17th. September, the Congress of 
Peru put an end to incertitude and vacilla- 
tions resolving that the « Executive make 
war to the Government of Spain as the last 
means to obtain the most complete and 
honourable satisfaction for the offenses that 
her agents have given to the Republic, in 
case that the Chincha islands are not eva- 
cuated and the national flag saluted. » 

This declaration of the Peruvian Congress 
did not change however the order of things. 
The political disorganization; the lack of 
patriotism patent in all acts of directing 
men, maintained public spirit depressed 
and made barren all efforts and initiatives. 
It seems that the ideal of the leaders was 
to remain in power. 
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El Peru, a Lima newspaper said in its 
editorial of the 11th June 1864: «The seve- 
ral Councils of Ministers that took place 
after the 16th. April, day in which we knew 
of the outrage of the islands, adopted reso- 
lutions that were known to all. We all knew 
what had been discussed and the opinions 
of the majority. There was one Minister 
who considering Peru completely incapable 
for defense and the Peruvians devoid of 
patriotism to repel the Spanish aggression, 
condemned all proposals to place the coun- 
try on the ground of dignity and reparation 
of the outrage. Another, aping taciturnity 
and stoical indifference and disdain for the 
fate and honour of the country, only opened 
his lips to mock the general enthusiasm and 
to -wound the noblest sentiments of the 
people. There was even a Minister that alleg- 
ing prudence «opposed all measure tending 
to war.» In respect of truth we must say that 
the other two ministers were on the side of 
energetical and efficient measures. 

«We have then, that the majority of the 
Council of Ministers had the opinion in 

8 
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the days following the 16th April that any 
agreement was more convenient than the loss 
of power by them.» 



CHILE IS ATTACKED AND CHARGED 
OF TREASON AND COMPLICITY 
WITH SPAIN (1864). 

The Peruvians, as easy to be impres- 
sioned as quick to judge their friends in 
the hours of difficulty, commenced now a 
sudden campaign of attacks to the Go- 
verment of Chile because it did not declare 
war to Spain. 

They did not take any account of the 
quixotism of such action when there were 
no elements to cause any damage to the 
adversary. 

The Peruvian Government that for in- 
terest of the internal politics wished to 
present itself as abandoned by Chile — to 
calm the partisans of war that charged it 
of cowardice an weakness and were trying 
to depose it — gave orders to the Lima 
papers El Comer cio and El Mer curio, — 
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which were paid by the Government and 
one of them directed by an official of Fo- 
reign Affairs — to attack in an insulting 
manner the Government of Chile charging 
it of complicity with the enemies of 
America. 

On giving information to the Govern- 
ment of this insidious campaign of the press, 
the Minister of Chile in Lima said. «These 
antecedents and others that I omit, made 
patent to me that the attitude of the press 
against the Government of Chile, was a 
manoeuver of the Government for reasons 
of internal politics, as aiming to dispel 
agitation and dismiss preocupations in the 
interior they did not hesitate to present Chi- 
le in front of the rest of the continent and 
of Europe as a traitor to the American 
cause. There is no other explanation, as 
for the external policy such system was 
prejudicial to the cause of Peru, who appea- 
ring alone gave stimulus to her adversa- 
ries, etc . . . . » 



COMPLETE SATISFACTIONS GIVEN 
TO THE CHILEAN REPRESENTA- 
TIVE. 

At the same time the Minister of Chile 
sent a protest to the Foreign Minister of 
Peru on this so to say official campaign 
against the Government of Chile saying: 

«The undersigned cannot hide the tras- 
cendental consequences of the fact that 
the Government of Peru instead of coope- 
rating to tighten the confidence of the two 
governments, sends to the rest of the con- 
tinent and to Europe the charge of treason 
made against the Government of Chile, a 
country where the blot of treason is unknown, 
who has always been the most zealous guard 
of the independence and sovereignty of Ame- 
rica and of her republican institutions, who 
for this cause spent the blood of her sons 
and wasted her treasury at the side of Peru 
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in more than one occasion; to a Government 
in a word, that in presence of the events of 
Chincha has manifested to yours by means 
of the undersigned in the conference of the 
12th of the past month, not only the solemn 
protest for the proceedings effected in the 
inlands and the false principles established 
in the declaration of the 14th but also its 
decision of coming to the help of Peru to the 
defense of her independence and sovereignty, 
this being the true aspect of the question; which 
later has formulated in a solemn manner its 
policy- in its circular communication to the 
American Governments of the 4th of May, 
etc. ...» 

On the following day El Mer curio of 
Lima gave ample satisfaction to the Chi- 
lean representative. . . 



THE CONGRESS OF PLENIPOTENTIA- 
RIES. PROMINENT ROLE PLAYED 
BY THE CHILEAN REPRESENTA- 
TIVE SR. MANUEL MONTT. (1864). 

In view of the gravity of the confHct 
in which it was involved and to present to 
Spain and Europe the sentiment of Ameri- 
can soUdarity, of fraternal union of the 
various countries, the Government of Peru 
quickened the reunion of the American 
Congress that was to take place in Lima. 

The Government of Chile, that had not 
omitted any sacrifice to see this union 
carried into practice, being one of the as- 
pirations of its international policy, seconded 
with enthusiasm and loyalty this purpose 
and sent as its representative to the said 
Cong! ess one of the most prominent sta- 
tesmen of the epoch, whose name in and 
out of the country, was a manifestation of 
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the importance and seriousness recognized 
by the Government of Chile to the Con- 
gress and a guarantee of success to it. 

In the first days of September 1864 Sr. 
Manuel Montt was appointed Plenipo- 
tentiary Minister in Peru and Delegate to 
the American Congress. 

Sr. Montt had directed our Foreign. Affairs 
during the Bulnes administration and du- 
ring two successive terms had governed 
Chile as President of the Republic. It was 
natural that the Government of Chile look- 
ed to him when it was question of such a 
delicate and responsible mission. 

Guided by his patriotic selfdenial for his 
' country and the american cause, Sr. Montt 
accepted this mission, saying to the Go- 
vernment: 

«To go abroad presents serious difficulties 
for me hut I do not take account of them 
because a mission to Peru at this momerit 
is related to the Spanish— Peruvian question 
so seriously affecting Peru. . . Although I 
esteem very important the commission re- 
garding the American Congress ... I have 
no hopes to follow it to the end if my pre- 
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sence in Lima is not required by the prin- 
cipal question-^. 

The 17th September sailed from Valpa- 
raiso towards Peru, Sr. Montt with the 
members of the Chilean Delegation who 
were Sr. Ignacio Zenteno, Sr. Joso Manuel 
Balmaceda, Sr. Julio Zegers, Sr. Federico 
Garcia de la Huerta and Sr. Carlos Montt. 
The 28th October 1864 the Congress of 
Plenipotentiaries opened its sessions, with 
the following representation of the Ame- 
rican Republics: 

Chile, Sr. Manuel Montt; Venezuela, 
Sr. Antonio L. Guzman; Colombia, Sr. J. 
de la C. Benavente; Ecuador, Sr. Vicente 
Piedrahita. Sr. Domingo F. Sarmiento for 
Argentine and Sr. Pedro A. Herran for 
Salvador attended the conferences without 
powers; the former being later disautho- 
rized privately by the Argentine Govern- 
ment. 

The Republic of Ecuador to which the 
Government of Peru wished by all means 
to declare war, was invited at the indi- 
cation and by the steps of the Plenipoten- 
tiary of Chile. 

It can be said without reserves that the 
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Chilean Plenipotentiary was the soul of 
that Congress, the one to harmonize all 
opinions and to inspire the resolutions of 
the conference as well as acting as adviser 
to the Peruvian Government. 



COMMUNICATION OF DON MANUEL 
MONTT, RELATIVE TO HIS INS- 
TRUCTIONS. 

The following is the important diploma- 
tic document in which don Manuel Mont 
as Chilean plenipotentiary asked the Go- 
vernment for extension and precision of 
his instrucctionsr 

«Santiago, September 13th 1864. — I have 
received the instructions regarding the mis- 
sion which I will discharge near the Peru- 
vian Government and although I believe 
like you, that it is impossible to foresee 
the thousand eventualities that may occur, 
I nevertheless think that there are certain 
points on which a more defined line of con- 
duct could be marked, specially in previ- 
sion of events too probable, that would place 
the Legation in the necessity of answering 
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without delay or before there is time to 
consult the Government. 

On suggesting to the Peruvian Govern- 
ment that the one of Chile considers the 
proposals lately made by Spain as depres- 
sive and inacceptable, there is the possibi- 
lity of influencing more or less efficacious- 
ly the decision to be taken according to 
what Chile has to offer or to give hopes on, 
in the case of a rupture. 

The same can be said as to the agreement 
under which both Governments must proc- 
ceed. If I can only manifest to Peru interest 
for her cause or offer only moral support, 
I must at the same time be exceedingly 
reserved and measured so as that at no time 
it can be said that the Government of 
Chile impulsed . that of Peru to assume an 
extreme attitude, giving hopes of a coope- 
ration or help that will not be given. 

It is natural also that the Governmemt 
of Peru will desire to know how far it will 
be supported by Chile, to regulate its con- 
duct and a systematic reserve on this point 
would mean a refusal of support, doubtless 
very disheartening for Peru. 

As the role of Chile would be untenable 
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if nothing can be decided in her name on 
this matter, I think convenient to have 
determined the cases and circumstances 
under which the Government thinks it 
would have to lend support; Chile is doubt- 
less in a position to influence the Peruvian 
Government either to the acceptance of a 
peaceful agreement or to jointly determine 
the conduct to be followed, but such in- 
fluence would entirely disappear as soon as 
for lack of explanation or by an unexplained 
reserve, the Peruvian Government formed 
the opinion that it had nothing to expect 
from Chile in case of an open rupture with 
Spain. 

To measure the disposition of the other 
American States having representatives in 
Lima, step that is indispensable, I will have 
again the difficulty indicated: if Chile 
wishes to know the intentions of the other 
States on the Spanish-Peruvian question, 
they will also want to know those of Chile, 
and as this is a question of common inte- 
rest it is impossible to get at their inten- 
tions, keeping absolute reserve on our opi- 
nion. 

Moreover it is very probable that after 
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the attitude assumed by the Republic on 
the occupation of Chincha, more than one 
neighbouring- State will wait to know the 
decision of Chile to adopt a line of conduct 
and in such situation to keep silent and try 
only to explore, would signify that there was 
no intention of lending true help to Peru. 
There is no doubt that the intention of 
other States must be previously ascertained 
but if any one, as an antecedent to the con- 
duct to be adopted, wishes to know what 
would be the attitude of Chile in case of a 
rupture, shall silence be kept? Could it not be 
possible, in answer to such cases to deter- 
mine at least hypothetically — the attitude 
to be taken by Chile? 

I consider still more necessary an express 
consideration of the case — mayhap not very 
remote — of Peru not counting with the sup- 
port of other American countries and the 
Spanish forces being augmented in the Pa- 
cific; of an intimation in the form of an 
ultimatum to the Peruvian Government on 
the acceptance of the proposals of the Spa- 
nish Government or of other harder still, 
giving a short and peremptory term for 
answer. If in such circumstances the Peru- 
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vian Government expressed to the Chilean 
Legation that it was ready to reject the 
proposals if Chile lent her cooperation and 
that it would submit to the humiliation 
only in the contrary case, it would be nei- 
ther possible or dignified to evade an ans- 
wer. Silence or not having instructions for 
such an event, which, given the circumstan- 
ces, enters among those that must have been 
foreseen, would mean a disguised negative 
of support and Chile would be made res- 
ponsible for the consequences of the decision 
taken by the Peruvian Government. That 
such a situation may happen I consider 
very probable and hence I think it neces- 
sary to have a determined rule of conduct 
to follow. 

For the case of a peaceful arrangement 
you think that the proposals made by 
admiral Pinzon are acceptable; among 
these is the salute of the Peruvian flag, and 
as this was met with the most resistance by 
the Spanish agents it would be very likely 
that it is refused at present. If an agreement 
is made on the disoccupation of the islands 
without such salute, would this omission 
be obstacle for my giving cooperation to 
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such peaceful agreement? The considera- 
tions of dignity of the offended nation take 
a big place in both sides of the Peru-Spanish 
question and it would not be surprising 
that it gave rise to dilations. 

I will try to know the intentions of Spain 
and if her peaceful protestations are sin- 
cere, but it is easy to see that Lima is not 
the best field for such investigations. For 
the aims of the mission it will be very 
useful to know the aims of Spain, as well as 
the opinion of England and France, and I 
hope you will let me know in time all the 
informations you get on this. It is easy to 
gauge the influence that in the conduct 
which Peru will adopt and even in the more 
or less advantageous solution of the ques- 
tion, will have the opinion formed on the 
matter by the English and French govern- 
ments. 

I have thought necessary to submit to 
you the above considerations so as to avoid 
perturbances in the fulfillment of the mis- 
sion confided to me. . . . — Manuel Montt. 

The Government accepted the ideas of 
Sr. Manuel Montt and placing full confi- 
dence in his wisdom and political experience 
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completed his instructions giving him full 
liberty of action. « Besides — said the Foreign 
Minister Sr. Covarrubias — we always wish- 
ed you to have the greatest liberty of action 
possible, and notwithstanding your obser- 
vations we believe that the instructions 
would have given you in any case a sure 
basis for proceeding*. • m- t- 

In the first conference between Sr. Ma- 
nuel Montt and the Foreign Minister of 
Peru, this said that «his Government hoped 
to count in future with his opinion and 
advise ». 



PERU WISHES TO DECLARE WAR 
ON ECUADOR 

Very soon the Chilean Plenipotentiary 
had occasion to. use in a noble an generous 
way his influence on the Peruvian Govern- 
ment, to avoid a crime against america- 
nism: the war on the Republic of Ecuador. 

«In this situation — writes Sr. Montt — 
among the public there is decided 
spirit of declaring war on Ecuador as a 
means of deposing the Government 
that in opinion of these people has 
manifested sympathy towards Spain, 
etc. . While I receive instructions on this 
I will put all my efforts to deviate this 
country from such purpose, that far from 
taking from Spain a haven for her ships 
will rather precipitate such result giving 
Ecuador a pretext to desert the American 
cause and openly take the side of Spain. 
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I do not think suitable to the dignity 
and loyalty of the Peruvian Government 
to abstain acting against Spain who 
occupies her islands, and start operations 
against Ecuador for fear that she may 
favour the outrage*. 

Facts very soon justified the observations 
of Sr. Montt. Ecuador invited to the Con- 
gress, sent representatives and signed with 
Peru, Bolivia and Chile the treaty of 
offensive and defensive alliance against 
Spain. 



RESULTS 

The results of the war with Spain are 
well known. Peru obtained the return of 
her rich islands and Chile paid the dama- 
ges with the destruction of Valparaiso, the 
most flourishing of the ports of the Pacific 
after San Francisco. 

Seven years after Chile received a new 
proof of Peruvian gratitude: the Secret 
Treaty of 1873. 



THE SECRET TREATY AND THE AT- 
TITUDE OF THE ARGENTINE 

(1873) 

Presisely when the diplomatic relations 
with Chile were at a point of perfect cor- 
diality and the goverment of Peru appea- 
red as fostering her friendship and present- 
ed itself as the best and sincerest of friends 
making on every occasion elaborate mani- 
festations of deep gratitude to Chile, was 
signed in Lima on the 6th February 1873 
the Secret Treaty of Alliance with Bolivia, 
some of whose provisions we copy: 

« The Republics of Bolivia and Peru wish- 
ing to bind in a solemn manner the ties that 
unite them, augmenting their strength and 
guaranteeing certain reciprocal rights, they 
stipulate the present Treaty of Alliance. 

«Art. X — The High Contracting Parties 
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will ask separately or jointly, when they 
declare it opportune by a later agreement, 
the adhesion of another or other American 
States to the present Treaty of defensive 
Alliance. 

«Additional article. — The present Treaty 
of defensive Alliance between Bolivia and 
Peru, will be kept secret until both High 
Contracting parties, hy joint resolution, 
judge necessary to publish it. — Riva Agiiero. 
— Benavente. » 

Peru who — notwithstanding her great 
revenues from the guano — was in permanent 
bankruptcy, owing to the immoderate waste 
of public moneys and to the unscrupulous 
management of her governing men, medi- 
tated on the convenience for her of having 
in her hands the monopoly of the guano and 
of the nitrate, whose exploitation was being 
initiated in the sea-board,, and prepared her 
plans with the reserve and caution usual 
to her diplomacy. 

The plans of Peru were clear and well 
matured. The alliance with Bolivia put in 
her hands the monopoly of guano and nitra- 
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te, the most abundant source of revenue 
for the Peruvian Fisc. 

To this alHance the Argentine would be 
invited, she having pending with Chile her 
frontier suit and whose cooperation would 
ensure the success of the Peruvian combi- 
nation. 

To carry out this plan the Peruvian Go- 
vernment sent Sr. Manuel Irigoyen to 
Buenos Aires to obtain the Argentine's 
adhesion to the Secret Treaty. Fulfilling 
his mission, Sr. Irigoyen very soon after 
reaching Buenos Aires sent the following 
communication to the Foreign Minister of 
Argentine Sr. Carlos Tejedor: 

« Legation of Peru. — N.° 2. — Reserved. 

Buenos Aires, September 24th. 1873. 

«Hon. Minister: 

«The Governments of Peru and Bolivia 
wishing to closely unite in a solemn manner 
the ties binding both States, with the aim 
of mutually guaranteeing their indepen- 
dence, sovereignty and territorial integrity, 
celebrated in Lima on the 6th February 
past, by means of their respective plenipo- 
tentiaries, the Treaty of defensive Alliance 
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that the undersigned has the honour of 
enclosing with the present, in authentic 
copy. 

« Under this point of view, that doubtless 
is of the highest interest, the Treaty means 
the fixing of a great principle of Public Law 
in America, and may in consequence be 
considered as the most sure pledge of peace, 
and union, not only between Peru and 
Bolivia, but also between the other Ameri- 
can States that may adhere to it; and this 
is of so much more importance at present 
because as you know many of these states 
have pending the fixation of their limits, 
and if by fortune the arising. questions have 
so far not had any bad results, they yet 
offer difficulties that later may create com- 
plications and grave perils that it is conve- 
nient to avoid hy. every means. 

«This ,was understood by the High Con- 
tracting Parties who reserved themselves 
the right of asking the adhesion of another 
or others of the States referred to and have 
lately agreed to ask the adhesion of the Ar- 
gentine Republic, as can be seen by the 
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documents that in authentic copy are en- 
closed. 

«With this end, and the BoHvian Govern- 
ment not having in this Republic any 
diplomatic agent, it agreed with that of 
Peru to confer to the undersigned full 
powers with the object expressed. 

«For these reasons, the undersigned, in 
fulfillment of the orders received in this sen- 
se, has the high honour of soliciting in the 
name of the Governments of Peru and Bo- 
livia the adhesion of the Government of 
the Argentine Republic to the Treaty al- 
ready named of defensive Alliance signed 
in Lima the 6th February last. — With senti- 
ments of the highest consideration, etc. — 
Manuel Irigoyen.» 



THE CLEAN TRADIGIONAL POLICY 
OF ARGENTINE 

The adhesion of the Argentine RepubHc 
was given by the Chamber of Deputies, 
but failed in the Senate where the serene 
influence of Rawson and Mitre obtained 
the prevalence of the clean traditional po- 
licy of Argentine. 

These are some paragraphs of the his- 
torical letter sent by senator Rawson on 
this subject to Sr. Placido Bustamante: 

«Fortyeight votes against eighteen have 
decided last- night the adhesion of the 
Argentine Republic to the secret Treaty of 
defensive Alliance celebrated by tfie Go- 
vernments of Peru and Bolivia. 

«By the explanations that you will hear 
from the Minister, you will appreciate that 
the reasons advising this adhesion are 
mainly the aggressive attitude of Chile 
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with us and that Chile is in reality the 
object of the alliance, whose consequence 
will be a war with Chile. 

«I do not need to tell you that I have 
opposed with all my strength the approval 
given last night and during the sleepless 
night caused by that decision, my only 
hope was that the Senate may save us of 
what I consider a misfortune for our coun- 
try and the best support of that hope is 
the knowledge I haVe of your wisdom, clear 
judgment and patriotism. 

«My opinion is that by that Treaty we 
abandon the wise traditional policy of the 
Argentine Republic, consisting in the res- 
pect of all nationalities, abstaining from 
intervention or interference in their own 
affairs. The political alliances, condemned 
from the times of Washington for America, 
are acceptable only in the cases of actual 
war, when common interests of two or more 
nations fatally force them to associate in a 
war pact and for the exclusive object of 
that war, and even in such cases experience 
has shown — as in the case of Peru and Chile 
allied against Spain, or Brasil and us allied 
against Paraguay — that after the war there 
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remain pending questions between the allies 
of such gravity that they may seriously 
endanger the peace of former friends. 

«But the present question is not even that. 
Chile, shows herself aggressive with Bolivia 
and with Argentine as regards her terri- 
torial boundaries. But Peru that has not 
and cannot have such questions with 
Chile, initiates the negotiation of the 
Alliance Treaty only in a spirit of rivalry 
and by reasons of maritime preponde- 
rance in the Pacific. 

«Peru is looking for allies to check 
her rival and to humiliate her in case 
of a war. Bolivia by instinct of preserva- 
tion and by the traditional deference of her 
policy to Peruvian influence, enters without 
hesitation in the league, because not having 
other, outlet for her trade than her sorry 
possession in the Pacific, she needs a mari- 
time power to defend and guarantee her 
in the case of a war over the territorial 
question. 

«In these circumstances, those two coun- 
tries remember that we also have boundary 
discussions with Chile and they haste to offer 
us their alliance, inviting us to share their 
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fate in the road of adventures they have 
taken, and we accept without conditions 
a pact formed by the inspiration of interests 
that are not ours and conspire darkly and 
under secrecy against the most advan- 
ced Republic of South America, our 
neighbour, our sister in the struggle of 
the independence, our friend of today 
as we maintain cordial political rela- 
tions and very tight commercial rela- 
tions with her. 

«But let us suppose that it is not us, but 
BoHvia the one attacked by Chile, always 
by reasons of boundaries. We would con- 
sider the case as allies and if we conside- 
red it within our obligations we would go 
with our arms to the help of Bolivia; we 
would make a war on Chile in cold blood, 
without the enthusiasm of patriotism or of 
wounded national honour, because in that 
very probable suposition it would be a ques- 
tion of foreign interests; we would go to 
wound by the back with our bayonets, 
mayhap in the fields of Chacabuco, 
those that yesterday mixed their blood 
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with ours in defense of American in- 
dependence. 

«Can you imagine, my dear friend, what 
would be the popularity of a war determi- 
ned by foreign causes or by a thereotical 
principle of American equilibrium that 
before now was conceived only by Solano 
Lopez and by the corrupt Governments 
of Peru, and that now finds place in the 
councils of our statesmen, in a sad reaction 
against the modern progress of Internatio- 
nal Law, denying the recent lessons and the 
principles conquered by America for the 
world, that is to say the non-intervention; 
the laws of neutrality; the arbitration subs- 
tituting war and the free concurrence of 
all the countries of the world to the coope- 
ration of liberty, industry and commerce, 
that are the three strong columns on which 
rest peace and the true independence of 
modern peoples. 

) 

« Resuming my objections to the alliance 
I will say: First: that it is anti-politic and 
blind because it. means a provocation, esti- 
mulates aggressions, takes from us the 
moral strength based on the justice of right 
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and on fairness and prudence in the dis- 
cussion. Second: It is inefficient in case of a 
conflict by the slowness and inefficiency 
of the help stipulated. Third: because it is 
anti-Argentinean as it limits our sovereignty 
in more than one point, and specially in the 
most important of them all, since it would 
not depend from us to make or not to 
make a war, if this comes within the stipu- 
lations providing aggression to one of the 
allies. Fourth: that it is a cowardly policy 
because it shows the Republic unable 
to have the virile impulse that was her 
glory, to attempt by herself great feats 
and especially to defend her territory 
and independence*. 

Referring next to the efficacity of the 
help that the possible allies could give in 
case of a war, he says: 

«In the present case the possible and 
eventual allies cannot give us moral certainty 
of such efficacy. They are relatively weak. 
Peru who pretends to be the maritime po- 
wer of the Pacific could not send a fleet to 
protect our ports because she would have 
to protect her own and those of Bolivia; 
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because her ironclads would be sunk by 
the batteries and torpedoes in the Magellan 
Straits or else would have to travel round) 
Cape Horn with great disadvantages to 
the plan. 

«She could not help us with her treasury 
nor with her credit, so deeply involved al- 
ready — and which would be in a worse posi- 
tion with the war — and all this counting that 
the historical egotism and inconsis- 
tency natural to that country did not 
counsel her to abandon us in the lurch 
and try an easy arrangement with 
Chile with whom she has no permanent 
or radical division of interests*. 

As we said before the adhesion of the 
Argentine Republic to the Secret Treaty 
was nbt obtained, Sr. Irigoyen failing in 
this mission. 



THE WAR OF THE PACIFIC. ITS 
ORIGIN AND ITS CAUSES 

The Republic of Chile, one of the poorest 
and most backward of the Spanish colonies, 
on constituting an independent Republic 
was the first to establish a regular and or- 
derly Government. It was* worthy of notice 
that while in the other States of America 
revolutions succeeded one to the other, 
in the small Republic of the Pacific the 
Governments legally filled their terms, 
without disorders or perturbations, and 
Chile — as much for the stability of her 
institutions as by her marked orderly spirit 
— took first rank among the nations of 
America. 

Of a vigorous and strong race of lofty 
and daring character, but with peaceful 
spirit, loving order and peace, Chile did not 
produce petty tyrants and would have not 

10 
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tolerated them; in her Government neither 
chieftainships or dictatorships had a place, 
her political institutions were well organized 
and with enough flexibility to resist and 
overcome the natural difficulties of a so- 
ciety that was barely constituted with indi- 
vidual character, yet they worked with re- 
gularity, perfecting themselves and passing 
— without disorders or agitations — the na- 
tural evolution of all political institutions. 

The reasons of her progress are to be 
looked for in the independent but peaceful 
character of the Chilean people and in the 
wisdom of her institutions; and so the coun- 
try put away — like exotical productions — the 
martial law; pronunciamientos; mutinies; 
dissolution of Congresses and all the plagues 
that accompany bad governments. 

The internal organization of the country; 
regularization of public finance; fostering 
and development of public institutions; le- 
gislative reforms ; exact payment of all obli- 
gations;, in a word all that constitutes a 
good public administration were from the 
first moment the constant thought and 
strongest aim of our rulers. 

The international policy, invariably ins- 
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pired in sentiments of friendly cordiality, 
reached in moments of stress to the sacrifice 
of the nearest and most legitimate interests, 
for the purpose of keeping peace and good 
harmony in the American continent. 

Her lofty and serene spirit was unper- 
turbed by the attitude more than once 
agressive and bellicose of the northern 
neighbours or by the disputes^a!lways keen 
and bitter — of the boundary questions. 

This traditional policy of the Chilean 
Government for international relations was 
not, unfortunately, understood in all its 
generous scope and on the contrary it was 
interpreted as being a manifestation of lack 
of energy and virility from the Chilean 
people. 

«It cannot be denied — people said in Pe- 
ru — that Chile has made great progress in 
the cementation of internal peace and the 
consolidation of her institutions; but these 
same advances have sapped her military 
spirit ». 

The problems of war did not cause insom- 
nia to the rulers of Chile and as it is but 
natural, her neighbours did not lose sleep on 
account of her military power. 
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Before ships, guns and other elements 
of destruction, the Government of Chile 
caused scientists to come to Chile to study 
the country; prominent men of science to 
teach in our colleges all the branches of 
knowledge. 

It is enough to remember the names of 
Claude Gay, the geologist and naturalist 
Philippi, the astronomer Moesta, the geo- 
grapher Pissis. And among Americans, Bello 
and Sarmiento. 

The always increasing prosperity of Chile 
and her growing reputation abroad as orderly 
and laborious people, awakened undissem- 
bled emulation and rivalry among her 
neighbours of the Rimac. 

But unfortunately, instead of addressing 
their efforts to correct bad habits, streng- 
then internal order, secure their own repu- 
tation, they placed all their aims, all their 
desires in the extinction of this people 
who in several occasions had rendered them 
positive services and who in the hours of 
stress for the stability of these Republics 
as independent States had not measured 
the sacrifices to be made. 

From long time back the diplomatic re- 
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presentatives of Chile in Peru had inva- 
riably observed thife morbid sentiment of 
unjustified rancour, of spontaneous and 
open ill-will for the men and things of Chile. 

A clever Chilean diplomatist Sr. Marcial 
Martinez, while acting as Minister in Lima, 
said in 1866 — precisely when the relations 
with Peru were closer and most cordial — 
that sooner or later there would be an 
armed rupture with that country. 

«Our financial alliance with Peru — said 
Sr. Martinez with his usual subtlety of 
observation, in a communication to our 
Government of January 19th 1866 — has 
many dangers and mtist be so much more 
repellent to us as the ciedit of this country 
in Europe is worthless. Chile will have 
to come armed sooner or later to this Re- 
public and there is no doubt that if both 
are tied by a financial transaction, this 
will be another reason for a war». 

Thirteen years later his predictions were 
fulfilled. 

Chile did not have with Peru any boun- 
dary questions as both countries had no 
common frontier; there were in Peruvian 
territories no Chilean interests opposed to 
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Peruvian interests. On the contrary the 
spirit of enterprise and adventure of the 
Chilean carried to Peru a powerful element 
of work, activity and impulsion. 

But what in the modern spirit of to-day 
would be a reason for a frank, open, un- 
reserved approachment was for the Peru- 
vians an abundant source of unhealthy 
inspirations. 

There was a fatal march towards a his- 
torical moment in which transcendent events 
for the political life of three brother peo- 
ples would happen. This bloody episode 
has passed to history under the name of 
«The war of the Pacific » and is for the 
Chilean arms one of the pages of greatest 
glory. 



CHILEAN-BOLIVIAN BOUNDARY 
QUESTION 

Chile occupied from centuries back the 
desert and sea-board of Atacama up to the 
23 degree of latitude. As it had no acknow- 
ledged importance, nobody disputed to Chi- 
le the dominion and sovereignty of these 
territories. 

One day great guano deposits are disco- 
vered in Peru (1841) and the introduction 
of this fertilizer in the European markets 
gave great importance to the discovery, 
and created for Peru her main and most 
sure source of revenue. 

The Governmept of Chile ordered the 
exploration of the Atacama sea board 
and very soon the enterprising spirit of 
the Chileans took to those regions men 
and capitals, giving great impulse to the 
exploitation of the deposits discovered along 
the littoral. 
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The Government of Chile declared by 
law of 31st. October 1842, that the guano 
deposits in the sea-board of the Atacama 
desert and in the islands near the coast 
are of national property and regulated 
their producion and the export duties on 
the fertilizer. 

Up to that moment the jurisdiction and 
sovereignty of Chile over those territo- 
ries is unperturbed and completely quiet. 

Then the Goverment of Bolivia sends as 
Charge d'Affairs in Chile, Sr. Casimiro 
Olaneta and the first step of this diplomat 
is to protest in the name of his Government 
for the law of 31st October. In his protest 
Olaneta says only that the Government 
of Bolivia does not recognize the jurisdic- 
tion and sovereignty of Chile over those 
territories. 

The Government of Chile instantly ans- 
wered stating its titles, declaring its wonder 
at the Bolivian protest and finishing by 
leaving settled without any doubt the 
uninterrupted possession and sovereignty 
of Chile over all the littoral and desert 
of Atacama up to the 23°. 

The Bolivian representative says that he 
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has no antecedents to maintain a discussion 
and that he will put the communication 
of our Foreign Office in the knowledge of 
his Government and 'will wait for further 
instructions. But the Bolivian answer does 
not come and things go on until 1859, 
year in which the Government of Bolivia 
by means of its representative in Santia- 
go Sr. Manuel Salinas, insists anew on 
the pretensions over the littoral. 

Our Foreign Minister answered to the 
Boliviaii representative on July 9th. 1859 
with a resume of all the titles and docu- 
ments serving as foundation to the dominion 
and sovereignty of Chile on the littoral de- 
monstrating in an irrefutable manner that 
possession has never been interrupted and 
always has been accompanied by acts of ju- 
risdiction under the sway of the Spanish 
Government as well as from the time of 
our independence. 

Before a documentary statement so con- 
clusive of the titles establishing the domi- 
nion of Chile over those territories the 
Government of Bolivia keeps silence again 
and does not answer. 

Three years later Bolivia again insists, 
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but this time in a very untoward manner. 
The Chilean citizen Sr. Matias Torres 
exploiting a guano deposit with Chilean 
permission to the south of Mejillones and 
consequently working in Chilean territory, 
was arrested by Bolivian authorities and 
his goods put to public auction. 

Our Minister of Foreign Affairs, Sr.' 
Manuel A. Tocornal, by a communication 
of 25th. October 1862, protested of that 
outrage. The Government of Bolivia fully 
approves the action of the Bolivian autho- 
rities of Cobija and gaining extraordinary 
impetus refuses to recognize not only the 
dominion but also a fact on which there 
could be no discussion: the traditional 
possession of the territory by Chile. 

As the statement of our Government 
dated 9th July 1859 putting forward the 
complete rights of Chile was still without 
an answer, our Foreign Minister Sr. To- 
cornal limited himself now to call the 
attention of Bolivia to that communica- 
tion leaving again on record the following 
facts : 

1st. That from the year of 1679 the 
concessions of lands in the §^abQg..rd and 
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desert of Atacama were asked to the Go- 
vernor and Captain General of Chile and 
granted by him; 

2d: That from the XVIII century these 
territories have been ruled by an official 
with administrative and judicial powers, 
with the title of « Deputy « and depending 
from the Governor of Copiapo; 

3rd: That with occasion of the founda- 
tion of a village in the Paposo towards 
the end of the XVII century, the authority 
of Chile had to intervene in th^is founda- 
tion; 

4th: That the sovereign w'ill of the King 
of Spain recognized and approved the 
jurisdictional acts of Presidents and Cap- 
tain Generals of Chile in those regions and 
moreover expressly declared by Royal Or- 
ders — transcribed by Minister Soler in 21st 
June 1803 and Minister Caballero in 3rd. 
June 1810 — that these coasts and terri- 
tories were of the diocese of Santiago and 
belonged to Chile; 

5th: Finally that Chile has continued in 
possession by reason of the uti-posside- 
tis and possesses them now, as proven by 
the fact that from 1842 to 1857, the Cus- 
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torn House of Valparaiso has given permits 
to load in Mejillones, Angamos, Santa 
Maria, Lagartos and other anchorages of 
the littoral to 113 ships of various nationa- 
lities, with full knowledge of Bolivia and 
without any opposition from her. 

About this time Bolivia sent as Charge 
d'Affairs in Chile Sr. Pascual Soruco (3rd. 
March 1863). In the first conference with 
our Minister of Foreign Affairs, on the 13th. 
April, Sr. Tocornal manifested that he 
was ready to start the discussion and set- 
tlement of the divergencies regarding the 
limits of both countries to which Sr. Soruco 
answered that he could not proceed as he 
was waiting instructions from his Govern- 
ment. 

A month later Sr. Soruco was asked anew 
to start the conferences and the Bolivian 
representative answered: «I have the regret 
of stating that the instructions expected 
from my Government have not arrived and 
without them it is impossible for me to 
initiate the discussion of the points ' refe- 
rred to. Meanwhile, I must not hide the 
sincere satisfaction with which I see the 
interest of th§ Cabinet of Santiago to 
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settle as soon as possible the disagrea- 
ble question interrupting at present 
the friendly relations between both 
countries, and have confidence in their high 
culture to hope that such solutions will be 
just and reasonable, according to the digni- 
ty of two neighbouring and brother States 
and to the recognized probity and straigth- 
forwardness of the Government of Chile 
(13th May 1863). 

What happened meanwhile in Bolivia? 

Eight days after having appointed 
Sr. Soruco as Charge d'affairs the pre- 
sident of the Republic don Jose Maria 
de Acha convoked the national assem- 
bly and obtained authorization to de- 
clare war on Chile. . . 

This happened the 31st. March and yet 
on the 13th May the Bolivian representa- 
tive assured to our Foreign Department 
that he had not received instructions from 
his Government. 

On getting information of these events 
through the press the Government of Chile 
demanded from Sr. Soruco an explicit 
declaration on the truth of these informa- 
tions and here is his answer: « Answering 
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without loss of time I must say that until 
now I had no official knowledge of the 
events related and which — the same as 
the Government of Chile — I have seen pu- 
blished by the press». 

At this moment suddenly came the rup- 
ture between Peru and Spain followed by 
the occupation of the Chincha islands by 
the Spanish fleet, events which we .have 
already told. 

The Chilean Nation could not remain 
indifferent in front of the peril menacing 
the sovereignty and the existence itself 
of Peru as an independent State, and in 
sacrifice towards the cordiality and good 
harmony so essential at such moments 
between nations that should make com- 
mon cause, the Government of Chile under 
the inspiration of noblest Americanism ceded 
a great part of her undisputable rights sign- 
ing the 10th. August 1866 in Santiago 
with the Bohvian Plenipotentiary Sr. Mu- 
fioz Cabrera a treaty that was to put an 
end to the question separating both coun- 
tries. 

In this treaty it was provided that the 
products of the deposits and the custom 
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duties received for the exportation of mi- 
nerals obtained from the territories between 
parellels 23 and 25 would be divided by 
equal shares between both Governments, 
both Governments to pay half of 80 000 
pesos as indemnity to several parties, most of 
them Chileans, as all the industries esta- 
blished between the 23 and 25 degree were 
exploited by Chilean citizens with Chilean 
capitals. 

The frontier line between both Republics 
was fixed one degree to the south of the 
Chilean true limit, that is to say at the 24 
parallel, Chile ceding in this way to Bolivia 
one degree of latitude in territory. 

Meanwhile industry was developping on 
the littoral. Two Chilean citizens disco- 
vered about that time great deposits of 
nitrate of soda and borax to the south of 
23rd degree, and almost simultaneously 
another Chilean discovered the rich mines 
of « Caracoles* giving great impulse and 
considerable commercial importance to that 
region. 

This unexpected prosperity of the littoral 
was, unfortunately, to have a perturbing 
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influence in the international policy of 
our northern neighbours. 

Six years had elapsed since the signature 
of the Treaty of 1866 and the Government 
of Bolivia had not fulfilled yet several of 
its provisions, among which that of deli- 
vering to Chile one half of the taxes per- 
ceived in the mediating zone. 

To solve the difficulties presented in 
the practice by the Treaty, the 5th Decem- 
ber 1872 an agreement was celebrated 
between the Chilean Charge d'Affairs Sr. 
Santiago Lindsay and the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Bolivia Sr. Casimiro 
Corral, establishing an acceptable modus, 
vivendi while a definite settlement was 
obtained. 



LINDSAY-CORRAL CONVENTION 

.- i* 
Although this convention did not cause 
a good impression in Chile it was approved 
by the Government, whereas the Congress 
of Bolivia in its session of May 19th 1873 
resolved to postpone its consideration for the 
next year. 

The influences of the Government of 
Peru, tied to Bolivia from three months 
back by the Secret Treaty, disturbed all 
satisfactory arrangements between Chile 
and Bolivia. 
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TREATY OF 1874 

New negotiations were started reaching 
at last to the conclusion of the Treaty of 
1874 by which the halving system — cause 
of many disagreements — was suppressed 
with the exception of the exploitation of 
guano. 

Although this treaty considerably bet- 
tered the conditions established for Bo- 
livia by the Treaty of 1866, it met with 
strong opposition as it went against the 
plans of the Government of Peru, for some 
reason leagued with Bolivia by the Secret 
Treaty. 

Nevertheless after a hard fought struggle 
the Treaty passed. 

Chile abandoned in favour of Bolivia all 
the advantages obtained by the Treaty 
of 1866, to wit: renouncement of the faculty 
of supervising the custom offices of the 
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mediating zone, cancelled the debt of Bo- 
livia for the duties perceived since the Treaty 
was signed, giving to her the exclusive 
perception in future, and in a word suspen- 
ded all the restrictions that the Treaty of 
1866 put over the Bolivian dominion on 
territories between parallels 23 and 24. 

As compensation Chile asked only a 
guarantee for the persons, industries and 
capitals of Chileans that were impulsing 
the progress and to which the prosperfty 
of that region was due. 

The article 4th of the new treaty provided 
that «The duties of exportacion to be im- 
posed on the minerals exploited in the zone 
of territories referred above (parallels 23 
to 24) will not exceed the quota at 
present fixed; and the persons, indus- 
tries and capitals of Chileans will not 
be subjected to any other contribu- 
tions, of any class whatsoever, than 
those at present existing. The stipula- 
tion contained in this clause will last for 
a term of 25 years . 



VIOLATION OF THE TREATY OF 1874 

Barely five years after the enaction of 
this treaty the Congress of BoHvia passed 
a law fixing a duty of ten cents as a mini- 
mum, per quintalion exported nitrate, action 
that constituted an open and flagrant vio- 
lation of the Treaty. 

The Legation of Chile inmediately re- 
presented to the Government of Bolivia 
the gravity of this resolution and obtained 
from the Finance Minister Sr. Medina 
the assurance that the law, that he himself 
found inconvenient, would be suspended 
until a correct and prudent solution of 
the difficulty was found. 

The Minister of Chile in his communi- 
cation to the Foreign Minister of Bolivia 
called his attention to a decisive precedent 
which manifested the opinion of the Go- 
vernment of Bolivia on the practical appli- 
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cation of the treaty. Our Minister said 
in this communication, which was ans- 
wered five months latet: 

«The Municipality of Antofagasta, by 
communication of 4th March 1875 asked 
from the President of the Council of State 
of Bolivia that a municipal tax of 3 cents 
per quintal of nitrate exported be imposed 
to the Nitrate Company, as the Government 
had declared that the Company was not 
exempt from municipal duties. This pe- 
tition was sent to the Departmental Coun- 
cil of Cobija. The council informed that 
the petition should be refused, because 
it went against the art. 4th of the agree- 
ment celebrated between the Government 
and the Company the 27th November 1873 
and also because there exists a Treaty 
of limits with Chile that is valid and 
according to which, no new duties can 
be imposed in the littoral ». 

In view of this report and the reasons 
aduced, the 27th August 1875 a decree was 
issued in Sucre declaring that the contri- 
bution intended was illegal. 

As soon after this the Government of Chile 
was informed that the Government of 
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Bolivia persisted anew in imposing the 
new tax — against the promise made by 
the Finance Minister to the Chilean re- 
presentative that the law would be sus- 
pended until a solution was found — the 
following instructions were sent to our 
Legation : 

«It is then necessary, to avoid serious 
conflicts, that you inform to the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of the present cdmmuii- 
cation giving him a copy of it if convenient, 
and express that our Government does not 
for a moment believe that that of Bolivia 
will persist in the application of a tax as 
the one in question, because it is openly 
contrary to the text and spirit of the pact 
of August 6th 1874. 

« Equally co.itrary to that pact are the 
augmentations of contributions known as 
« additional duties* perceived by the Ligh- 
terage company; the onerous modifications 
of the tax of ballast in favour of the Muni- 
cipality, etc. 

« My Govjernment, by the expressed consi- 
derations, cannot look indifferently on these 
transgressions of the pact of 1874 and 
considers convenient that you ask the 
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Government of Bolivia the definite suspen- 
sion of all contributions posterior to the 
validity of the Treaty, as well as of all 
onerous modifications introduced in con- 
tributions existing before that. The re- 
fusal of the Gpvernment of Bolivia to 
a demand as just as evident, would 
place my Government in the case of 
declaring the nullity of the Treaty of 
limits with that country and the conse- 
quences of this painful declaration, abso- 
lutely justified and necessary, would be 
of the exclusive responsibility of the 
side that has left without fulfillment 
what has been agreed ». 

The 28th November a conference took 
place between the Chilean Minister Sr. 
Pedro N. Videla and the Cabinet and the 
Minister declared to the Chilean represen- 
tative, that after consulting the President 
of the Republic it had been decided in 
Cabinet council to apply immediately 
the tax. Sr. Videla made present his 
wonder before such decision which he con- 
sidered against the promise made by the 
Finance Minister and against the most 
elemental principles of International Law 
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and the courtesy with which Chile, a friendly 
country, had a right to be treated by Bo- 
livia since until that date he had not 
received an answer to the communi- 
cation in which, five months before, he 
had expressed the reasons forbidding 
Chile to accept the contribution fixed. 

As the Cabinet insisted in making the 
tax immediately effective, Videla read the 
communication received from Santiago and 
expressed that if the decision was insisted 
upon, the Government of Chile would believe 
that they gave the Treaty of 1873 as broken 
and would take on its part the neccessary 
measures to meet the new situation which, 
against its desires, was created. 

Before the gravity of the situation to 
be created, the Ministers declared they 
would consult again with the President 
and as Videla manifested the necessity of 
a decisive answer before the dispatch of 
the post — for which a few hours only re- 
mained — the conference was suspended. 

One hour after the Legation received the 
visit of the Subsecretary of Foreign Affairs, 
who communicated to Videla that it had 
been resolved to suspend all measures 
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until Videla received the answer to his 
communication of July 2d. 

m\ few days after — 13th December — the 
Legation received a communication from 
the Foreign Minister, presenting a report 
of the Finance Minister on the Chilean 
reclamation and stating that the Govern- 
ment of Bolivia in view of the reasons adu- 
ced in this report, thought its duty to order 
the observance of the law imposing a new 
tax on the Nitrate Company. 

Videla asked if time would be given 
before applying the law, for the Government 
of Chile to have knowledge of the commu- 
nication just delivered and he got as an 
answer on the 18th December that the 
order to apply the law was already sent. 

Effectively, the 6th January 1879 the 
Governor of Antofagasta compulsorily de- 
manded from the Nitrate Company the 
payment of the tax from the 14th February 
1878, date of the decision of the Bolivian 
Assembly, and as he did not obtain payment 
ordered the embargo of the properties of 
the Company and the arrest of the manager 
Sr. Jorge Hicks. 



PROPOSALS OF ARBITRATION 

A last effort was made to submit the 
question to arbitration, as provided in 
the same Treaty, but the Government of 
BoHvia fixed as previous condition that 
the law be applied before the initiation of 
the arbitrating process and the Government 
of Chile deinanded the suspension of the 
law while the arbitration lasted. 

«My Government, said on this occasion 
the Minister of Chile, wishes me to express 
that accepting the indication made to me, 
it is disposed to continue the discussion 
interrupted by the order of applying the 
law of 14th February, and to constitute 
arbitration in case of a direct settlement 
being impossible. 

«But my Government acts in this way 
persuaded that yours has the purpose on its 
side of giving irhmediate orders for the sus- 
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pension of the application of the luiv and that 
things will be replaced in the state they were 
before the decree of 18th. December, as this 
is the logical consequence of the propo- 
sition of arbitration. Bolivia has gone against 
the provisions of the treaty of 1874, reforming 
in 1878 the tributary system existing in the 
littoral at the date of that pact; consequen- 
tly the suspension of the decree ordering the 
aplication of the new tax is an essential and 
previous condition to resume discussion and 
start the steps to constitute the arbitrating 
court. 

«But this uncertain situation, full of 
dangers cannot be prolonged further without 
causing considerable damage to both coun- 
tries; such uncertainty must disappear .as 
soon as possible and for this it is necessary 
that the Government of Bolivia makes its 
decision known without delays. / beg, then 
that whatever be the definite decision taken 
by your Government in view of the present 
communication, you will please put it in 
my knowledge before the 23rd instant; be- 
cause on that date I must transmit it 
to my Government which with so much 
interest expects the solution of this question*. 
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The Government of Bolivia left this 
communication without any answer. 

As already said, the Governor of 
Antofagasta, following the instructions re- 
ceived from the Government of Bolivia, had 
ordered seizure of the properties of the 
Nitrate Company and notified that on 
the 14th. February its valuable proper- 
ties would be sold by public auction. 

The Company stopped work leaving 

idle 2 000 men. 

I 



THE PROPERTIES OF THE CHILEAN 
NITRATE COMPANY ARE CONFIS- 
CATED. 

The 1st. of February 1879, the Govern- 
ment of Bolivia issued a decree confiscating 
all the properties of the Nitrate Com- 
pany. 

President Daza wrote on this matter to 
the Governor of Antofagasta a letter in 
which, among other things he said. 

«I have good knews for you. / have bursted 
the gringos (vulgar name applied to foreig- 
ners and specially to the english and in this ca- 
se to Mr. Hicks) decreeing the rei vindication 
of the nitrate fields and they will not be 
able to recover them even if the whole 
world tries it. I hope Chile will not mix 
in this affair. . . but if she declares war we 
may count on the support of Peru to which 
we will demand the fulfillment of the Se- 
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cret Treaty. With this object I am sending 
Reyes Ortiz to Lima. You see how I give 
you good news that you must, eternally 
appreciate and as I say gringos are com- 
pletely stuck and the Chileans are forced to 
rage and protest only». 

The diplomatic controversy degenerated 
into acts of violence. 

Unknowing what happened at La Paz, 
on account of the difficulty of communi- 
cations at that time, the Government of 
Chile gave instructions to Videla the Sth 
February, in the following terms: 

« Guided by a sincere spirit of conci- 
liation and taking into account that Bo- 
livia is relatively a weak country, we be- 
lieve that if the tax is suspended we could 
open and continue the discussion in- 
terrupted by that Government and reach 
by your influence a friendly agreement 
and if this is not possible, to constitute 
arbitration in conformity with the pro- 
tocol annexed to the pact. In this way 
we will eloquently manifest that Chile 
— whenever dignity permits — prefers pa- 
cific solutions and is disposed to fulfill 
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with noble loyalty her international 
obligations. 

«It is convenient that you fully com- 
prehend the aims of my Government 
so that if that of Bolivia wishes to 
retrace its steps and straightly fulfill 
the obligations of the pact of 1874 you 
can facilitate in an honorable and satis- 
factory manner the road which may 
take to such happy result*. 

When Videla was notified of the decree 
confiscating the properties of the Chilean 
Company, he addressed the 8th February 
an ultimatum to the Government of Bolivia, 
asking to be informed within 48 hours if 
Bolivia accepted to submit to arbitration 
the solution of the conflict in the manner 
proposed by Chile, that is to say suspen- 
ding the application of the law. 

As he did not receive any answer Videla 
asked his passports on the 12th February 
and gave his mission as finished, with the 
following communication to the Foreign 
Minister of Bolivia: 

'La Paz, February 12th 1879. Sir: The 
Saturday 8th instant, at 6 P. M., I had 
delivered to the Chief Official of the Ministry 
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of Foreign Affairs, a note asking that in the 
peremptory term of 48 hours you definitely 
answered me if your Government accepted 
or, not the arbitration established in the 
Treaty of 1874. 

« Until to-day, Wednesday at 1 P. M. 
the term fixed has elaspsed with excess 
and yet I have had not the honour of re- 
ceiving an answer from you. This silence 
is equivalent to a refusal that renders 
completely useless and void the permanency 
of this Legation near the Government of 
Bolivia. 

« Accordingly and in conformity with 
the instructions of my Government recei- 
ved by me, I have decided to return to 
Chile and take the liberty of requesting 
from you that the necessary passports be 
expedited. 

« Before retiring and for a better in- 
telligence of what may occur I must 
declare that this rupture is exclusively 
the work of your Government which 
having proposed twice the arbitration 
established in the Treaty has forgotten 
these proposals, after having been ac- 
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cepted by my Government, with its 
recognized loyalty. 

«The Treaty of 6th. August 1874 being 
broken by reason of Bolivia not fulfilling 
the obligations stipulated in it, the rights 
that Chile legitimately supported be- 
fore the Treaty of 1866 are reborn over 
the territories to which this- Trfeaty refers. 

« Consequently, the Government of Chile 
will exert all such acts that it may consider 
necessary for the defense of such rights 
and the Government of Bolivia cannot see 
in them but the logical sequence of the 
rupture it has provoked and of her reite- 
rated refusal to search for a just solu- 
tion that would have been equally honoura- 
ble to both countries. 

«With sentiments of consideration and 
respect I sign myself yours faithfully, 
(signed) P. N. Videla To His Excellency 
Sr. don Eulogio D. Medina, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Bolivia*. 
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OCCUPATION OF ANTOFAGASTA 

The Government of Chile ordered on 
the 14th February the occupation of the 
port of Antofagasta and in general all 
the territories that she possessed before 
celebrating with Bolivia the Treaties 
this country had just broken. 

On this, the Foreign Minister of Chile, 
Sr. Fierro, in a circular to the Diplomatic 
Corps in Santiago, said the following: 

«The occupation that took place on the 
14th February, can ^lever be taken as a 
declaration of war, and less as a mani- 
festation of my Government menacing 
the sovereignty Of Bolivia. With less 
reason can it be believed that the Cabinet 
of Santiago wished to alter the geographical 
limits of neighbouring nations. In this 
conflict, which would never have occu- 
rref if the least appearance of respect 
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had been manifested to the text and 
spirit of Treaties, what the Republic 
has pretended from the start with 
the most open clearness, has been to 
defend her affected national rights, and 
the outraged private property. Before 
1866 we had effective possession up to pa- 
rallel 23; by the Treaty of that year we accep- 
ted the promiscuous exploitation to parallel 
25; and later we fixed the limit of Chile on 
the parallel 24, if the neighbouring Repu- 
blic freed our industry of all new exac- 
tions. 

«The situation of both Republics seemed 
clear enough. Chile renounced to her effec- 
tive dominion up to parallel 23; Bolivia 
ceded her phantastic expectations to parallel 
24; and both countries, respecting the fact that 
Antofagasta, Mejillones, Caracoles and Salinas 
were created by Chile, pledged themselves to 
guarantee the liberty of the industries esta- 
blished in those regions. This unquestionably 
demanded from Chile an immense sacri- 
fice as she ceded to Bolivia not only ques- 
tionable territories, but also much on 
which it would have been impossible 
to dispute her dominion. 
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«The precedents of the Treaty of 1866 
and the negotiations that gave as result 
the pact of 1874, are the most evident 
proof that Chile, far from desiring the in- 
crease of her limits recognized under the 
colonial dominion, only looked for an agree- 
ment allowing the unrestricted exercise of 
Chilean labour, without taking into conside- 
ration that Bolivia gained territories that 
were under our possession». 



THE MEDIATION OF PERU (1879) 

Diplomatic relations with Bolivia once 
broken, Peru her ally, considered that the 
time had come for offering her mediation. 

Under date of the 14th February our 
Minister in Bolivia said in his last com- 
munication to the Foreign Depat-tment of 
Chile: 

«At the time of closing this communi- 
cation I have received the visit of Sr. Qui- 
iiones, Minister of Peru. Sr. Quinones has 
told me not only that he means to offer 
officially the mediation of his Government, 
but he has also assured me that there is 
no intention on its part of taking side 
in favour of Bolivia in her present conflict 
with Chile. I immediately communicate 
this important declaration to you being 
authorized to it by Sr. Quihones». 

Sr. Quiiiones reporting to his Government 
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on his steps of mediation, says as follows 
in a communication dated 15th. February, 
1879. 

«By several members of the Government 
and authorized persons, and especially by 
Sr. Doria Medina, I know that H. E. ge- 
neral Daza and his Cabinet are decided 
not to cede one point in the trend 
they have given to the question, even 
in case that Chile occupies by force all the 
littoral of this Republic; because they 
M^ish to profit by Chile declaring broken 
the Treaties and replace the things as 
they were before 1866 to obtain by Di- 
plomatic means or by force a Treaty 
that vt^ill consult the sovereignty and 
rights of Bolivia over the littoral, sove- 
reignty and rights that are a sarcasm 
under the Treaties of 1866 and 1874; 
counting for this v^^ith the justice of 
their cause and w^ith the loyality of the 
Government of Peru in the fulfillment 
of the secret pact of alliance of February 
6th 1873. 

«0n the part of the Chilean Government 
it can be assured also that there is the de- 
cision of carrying things to the last extremity 
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because having put myself in contact with Hon. 
Leonel de Alencar, Minister of Brasil, with 
the object of agreeing to interpose a media- 
tion, jointly or separately, in the name of our 
respective Governments, I have been able 
to g^ather from him — who has intimate 
relations with Hon. Sr. Videla, that the 
Legation of Chile acts attenuating as far 
as possible the energetic and final instruc- 
tions of his Government to direct the 
question to a rupture; and I must add that 
the same has been told me by Sr. Videla, 
with exception of the last part, doubtless 
because he could not and should not mani- 
fest but the good disposition of his Govern- 
ment to employ all conciliatory means to 
avoit a conflict. 

« Under such circumstances, you will un- 
derstand that I could not wait the solici- 
tation of mediation on the part of this 
Government, but taking advantage of the 
insinuation that I could suppose as sugges- 
ted by the Chilean Foreign Department, 
by reason of the intimate relations of both 
diplomatics and by steps of a private cha- 
racter, I fulfilled the instructions received 
presenting in the most opportune moment 
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the mediation of Peru, because I think that 
no better opportunity could present itself 
than in the moment of a rupture with the 
petition of passports. 

«I called yesterday on the Foreign Mi- 
nister and expressed to Sr. Doria Medina 
that my object was to interpose, as in fact 
I did formally interpose, the good offices 
and mediation of Peru in the conflict 
unhappily ocurring between Bolivia and 
Chile, so that by means of frank and frien- 
dly explanations or accepting any means 
they allowed me to suggest we might dis- 
pel the conflict. H. E. the Minister, infor- 
med privately beforehand of my steps 
as to this mediation, officially answered: 
that his Government knew with satisfaction 
the sincerity of. my proceeding and that 
while greatly appreciating the attitude of Peru, 
reserves its answer accepting or refusing 
until the arrival of the next foreign 
mail via Tacna; adding under reserve, that 
probably the answer would be the 
latter: 1st. because the Government had 
information to believe that at that time 
Chile had already entered in the field of 
acts, taking possession of Antofagasta' and 
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committing other acts of hostility with the 
forces she had concentrated in that port, 
in which case the mediation would be 
useless, 2nd. Because they wanted to 
know the result of the special mission 
in which had been sent the Minister 
Sr. Reyes Ortiz to our Government; 
and 3rd. because H. E. the President of 
the Republic and his Cabinet were decided 
not to cede one point in the line of conduct 
that they have fixed, until they obtain com- 
plete justice from Chile. 

«H. E. the Minister also insinuated that 
the Legation of Brasil was disposed to 
ofter the mediation of its Government, 
jointly or separately from Peru, and he 
told me under reserve that Hon. Sr. de 
Alencar nor his Government inspired 
confidence to Bolivia has almost cer- 
tain information was to hand that 
there was a secret pact of alliance bet- 
ween Chile and Brasil. 

«I called immediately afterwards on Sr. 
Alencar to whom I only expressed about 
the mediation that Sr. Doria Medina had 
offered an answer after the arrival of the 
next mail via Tacna. 



— 186 — 

«Yesterday, very early I went to the 
Legation of Chile and formally presented 
the offer of mediation of Peru, in the same 
terrns as to H. E. Sr. Doria Medina and 
Hon. Sr. Videla speaking in a cordial and 
frank manner told me that he was ready 
and that he esteemed and thanked the media- 
tion just offered, because the rumour, accep- 
table only to common people, was circulating 
that Peru was going to enter in the question 
in favour of Bolivia and even that she had 
sent two warships to Antofagasta to oppose 
the hostilities of his Government; hostili- 
ties that could not take place, because the 
ironclad Blanco Encalada, being under 
his orders, he had given orders to his commander 
to observe the most peaceful attitude, al- 
though he knew that the authorities 
of Antofagasta were committing all 
kings of outrages against the Nitrate 
Company and the Chilean collectivity. 
Finally he expressed that he would like 
the mediation to be of immediate effect, 
because he could not be answerable for 
any violent measures adopted by his Go- 
vernment in view of any conflict that could 
crop up in Antofagasta*. 
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Seven days after — the 22nd. February, 
the Peruvian Minister reported on the 
failure of his negotiations in the following 
communication : 

«In my first reserved N.° 21 of 15th. 
inst. I informed you that I had offered me- 
diation to the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of Bolivia who delayed his answer until 
the arrival of the next foreign mail via 
Tacna, that is to say the 18th. 

«As I did not receive any answer, 
I called on the Minister, who told me we 
could have a conference the 22nd. to con- 
sider the means of reaching a satisfactory 
solution for both Republics. 

«The Minister of Brasil also visited Sr. 
Doria Medina and obtained from him the 
promise of treating the question on the 
22nd, after which Sr. de Alencar visited me 
and after a long conference, we decided to 
have the same night a reunion with the 
Chilean Charge d'Affairs to tell him what 
we had arranged with Sr. Doria Medina. 

«As arranged I went at 7 P. M. to the 
residence of Sr. Videla but unfortunately 
he was abse it. On the 20 th. Sr. de Alencar 
agreed to meet me at this Legation at 1 P. M. 
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to prepare a written joint proposal of 
mediation to the Government of Bolivia 
and to the Chilean Charge. d'Affairs. In 
view that at 2 P. M. the Minister of Bra- 
sil had not come I sent the Secretary Sr. 
Blanco to obtain an answer. Sr. Alencar 
manifested that he had abandoned this 
question in view of the dilations offered 
by the Government of Bolivia; that he 
thought extremely difficult to reach a 
satisfactory solution, because on the 22nd 
— day fixed for the conference by Sr. Doria 
Medina — Sr. Videla was retiring from La 
Paz and as the Chilean Minister had lost 
his public character with the delivery of 
his passports, the negotiations to be ini- 
tiated would have to be ad referendum 
which was another obstacle to the success 
of the mediation ». 



Further on he says referring to his in- 
terview with Videla: 

-The Hon. Sr. Videla finished saying 
that before I had taken any steps he had 
exhausted all the conciliatory means 
that suggested his patriotism and the 
wish to keep the good relations with 
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Bolivia, not only in his diplomatic charac- 
ter, but also as a private individual, and 
that therefore he was convinced that the 
conferences would be useless, saying mo- 
reover that if I had found such good dis- 
position from the Government of general 
Daza it was easy that the negotiation be 
carried on between the Foreign Ministers, 
because he could not go against the order 
of retiring he had received. I asked him then 
if he believed that there was nothing that 
could be done and he . answered affirma- 
tively. Then I told him that I would report 
all the incidencies to you to the end of 
leaving permanent record of the good will 
of the Government of my country to ob- 
tain that two sister Republics settle their 
divergencies by peaceful and conciliatory 
means*. 



THE LAVALLE MISSION 

Events precipitated themselves and the 
Peruvian 'Government saw itself caught 
in its own net. It needed to gain time to 
finish its military preparation's, but if the 
war was declared by Bolivia it would be 
placed in front of this dilemma: to decla- 
re the neutrality of Peru or to reveal the 
existence of the Secret Treaty. 

With the object of retarding things as 
much as possible it sent to Chile Sr. Jose 
Antonio de Lavalle as Extraordinary re- 
presentantive with the mission of offering 
the mediation of Peru. 

Few days after his arrival to Santiago, 
Sr. Lavalle sent to his Government, the 
following note: 

«Peruvian Legation in Chile — Santiago, 
March 7th 1879. 

«Sir: In this country there is general 
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talk about the existence of a secret 
Treaty between the Republic of Peru 
and Bolivia. This general and deep rooted 
belief is the cause of the exasperation 
of passions against us, lately mani- 
fested with such intensity ; because they 
suppose treason on our part to present 
ourselves as mediators between Bolivia 
and Chile, when we are pledged to fo- 
llow the first in her hostilities against 
the second. 

«To all persons — and they are not few 
nor of the least prominent — that have 
talked with me on this point, I have limi- 
ted myself to assure that such pact 
has not been submitted to the approval 
of the Government of Peru in none of 
the Legislatures corresponding to the 
years 1874, 76 and 78, in which I have 
had the honour of presiding the Diplo- 
matic Committee of the Congress — a fact 
that is true — indicating that mayhap the 
character of secret pact of alliance isgi- 
ven to certain convention on transpor- 
tation of troops celebrated as I remem- 
ber in 1874 between Peru and Bolivia. 

«But, night before last, in a long talk 
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I had with my excellent friend Sr. Domingo 
Santa Maria, person of great prominence 
in this country, he said that he expected 
that the Government of Chile, previous 
to any discussion, would demand a final 
and explicit explanation on the existence 
of the pact referred to, from which expla- 
nation it w^s probable would depend 
the continuation or rupture of all nego- 
tiations. 

«The case has not yet arrived and if 
it occurs before I receive your isntructions, 
I will limit myself to answer that not 
having knowledge of such convention 
I will ask from you the information 
and corresponding instructions. 

«I beg that you send these as soon as 
possible to suit my action extrictly to 
them, advising you in the meanwhile that 
the suspicion of the existence of this con- 
vention is the main cause of the prevention 
wich which is looked here the friendly 
participation of Peru in the Chilean-Bo- 
livian question. 

« Waiting for a quick and precise answer 
on this, etc. .. .(Signed). — /. A. Lavalle^. 



INTERVIEW OF LAVALLE WITH PRE- 
SIDENT PINTO 

Under date of March 11th. Sr. Lavalle 
reported on his interview with the Presi- 
dent of the Chilean Repubhc, in the fo- 
llowing terms : 

«As I had the honour of informing you 
by the communication written early to- 
day, at mid-day I had to have a conference 
with H. E. the President and another at 
2 P. M. with the Foreign Minister: the 
first arranged by Ihe President himself 
and the second asked by me. 

'< Consequently at mid-day I went to 
the private apartment of H. E. who deigned 
to receive me with the most open and sim- 
ple cordiality, expressing that he wished 
me to treat him as a friend and that as 
such he wanted to see me, so as to exchange 
with all frankness our ideas on the situation 
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of our respective countries; that he and 
the country he governed had no preven- 
tion against Peru and far less for her Go- 
vernment; that on the contrary all his 
desires were to maintain the best harmony 
with Peru and strengthen more and more 
the relations with her; that he was sure 
that the same sentiments were held by 
the Government of H. E. general Prado 
and the Peruvian nation, my presence in 
Santiago being ptoof of this, as well for 
the mission of which I was charged as foi 
Peru having selected a person inspiring 
such good affect in the society of Santiago ; 
but as the situation of relations with Bo- 
livia was at the moment so difficult — a fact 
that could not but react in the relations 
with Peru — it was necessary to solve this 
situation to consolidate the relations that 
should permanently unite Chile to Peru; 
and that it was urgent to solve it soon to 
avoid that its continuation, exciting pas- 
sions and agitated sentiments, gave place 
to new complications; that I must have 
observed in Santiago as well as in Val- 
paraiso that the true and genuine ex- 
pression of public sentiment was not the 
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one expressed in certain demonstrations 
and by ineans of certain newspapers; 
that Sr. Godoy had informed that the same 
was happening in Lima and that under 
such conviction we must exchange ideas 
in an entirely reserved and confidential 
manner; that he supposed that as there 
was no time for the Government of Peru 
to have made any agreement with that 
of Bolivia, after the occupation of Antofa- 
gasta, I could not bring from the part of 
the Government of Peru any final propo- 
sals, which being already accepted by Bo- 
livia could serve as basis for a negotiation*. 

Further on Sr. Lavalle in the same 
communication says: 

«I brought him again to the question 
of retiring from the littoral and H. E. 
said: What is your idea to clear this diffi- 
culty? ». 

«I had reason to suppose that the 
cause of the call of the President was 
to look for means conducive to this end, 
and expressed that without instruc- 
tions from my Government for it and 
without authority to propose anything 
and far less to sign, and reserving always 
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the need of asking special approbation 
from the Peruvian Government for 
everything, with the most keen interest bt 
reaching a peaceful and honourable solu- 
tion of this intricate difficulty, thought that 
there was no obstacle for Chile and Bolivia 
adopting the following conclusions: 

«lst. : Chile to evacuate the Bolivian 
littoral, declaring that territory isolated 
until an arbitrator decides to whom belongs 
its real dominion ; 

2nd.: Constitution in the territory of an 
autonomous municipal administration, for- 
med by persons elected in the manner pro- 
vided by an especial pact, under the pro- 
tectorate and guarantee of Chile, Bolivia and 
Peru who would agree on the manner of 
exerting that protectorate in an efficient 
form ; 

«3rd. : That the fiscal production of the 
territory be applied to the necessities of 
its administration, and the excess, if any, 
to be distributed between Chile and Bolivia. 

«H. E. heard my proposal with the 
utmost attention and when I finished ob- 
jected in detail the first point, first under 
its theoretical aspect and then under its 
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practical aplication. As to the first he said 
that Chile had not occupied nor did 
occupy Bolivian territory, as in such 
case there would be no difficulty in aban- 
doning it, because he would understand 
the just susceptibility of Bolivia on treating 
while the flag of Chile waved there, although 
he repeated that thousands of times na- 
tions far more powerful had treated even 
with their capitals occupied; that what 
Chile occupied was a territory conside- 
red her own, to which she had always 
maintained her right and exerted ju- 
risdiction; territory ceded to Bolivia in 
1866 under certain conditions that not 
being fulfilled by Bolivia had forced 
Chile, to preserve peace, to substitute 
for other conditions easier to comply 
and more generous, in 1874 ; that Bolivia 
had not complied with these, but on the con- 
trary had openly violated them, and hence 
Chile reivindicated her ceded rights and 
went back to the position she had in 1866; 
that as service to peace, in consideration 
of the good offices of Peru and in the just 
desire that the possession she now had was 
sanctioned by the recognition of her rights 
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and not by an armed solution, Chile would 
submit to a decision; if this was adverse — 
thing that he did not suppose so — she would 
retire delivering the territories to the one 
declared with right to them; that Chile 
did not pretend conquest of territo- 
ries, having enough, but to recuperate 
her own, and not only for reason of being 
true Chilean territories, but also because 
they were mainly populated by Chileans; 
that Bolivia had no interest in them, not 
being able to administer them due to the 
great distance of her administrative centers 
and that if Bolivia wished she could make 
agreements with Chile, through Peru, wi- 
thout arbitration by means of equitable 
indemnizations. 

«As to the practical aspect of the propo- 
sal, H. E. said that all Governments had 
to count witl;i public opinion, even when 
exaggerated and passionate, and this ^more 
so with representative Governments in ge- 
neral and those of the American Republics 
in particular; and that in the situation in 
which Chile was, the retirement of the 
Chilean troops in the littoral would create 
complications, instead of facilitating a so- 
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lution and would originate mayhap new 
and far greater difficulties. 

«I opposed in detail the arguments of 
H. E. in the first part of his reasoning and 
passing to the second, that is to say practi- 
cal aspect, I expressed that the Government 
of Bolivia had — and mayhap more than 
that of Chile — to count on pubUc opinion; 
that Bolivia must be greatly agitated by 
the last events and that she would not 
allow general Daza, eyen if he so wished, 
to treat under the pressure of the occupa- 
tion of the littoral. 

« Leaving the discussion there, the Pre- 
sident observed that the 3rd. point of 
distribution of the revenues during the 
arbitration did not appear convenient to 
him. I agreed on this and suggested that the 
revenues could be deposited with the ar- 
bitrator until the question' was decided, 
which he accepted under condition that 
the 1st. point was acceptable. 

«As it was near 2 P. M., hour fixed for 
my interview with Sr. Fierro, I told so to 
the President who said that I could speak 
with confidence with the Minister and that 
he, in the meanwhile, would think on 
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what we had talked and would consult his 
Ministers and other persons; with this 
our conference ended, with a renewal of 
the greatest protestations of good will 
on both sides. 

« Before going I asked the President 
if I could telegraph to Lima saying 
that negotiations had a satisfactory 
aspect. He answered that such assertion 
could originate greater hopes of agreement 
than there were in reality, and that I 
should limit myself to say what was 
true, that I had found the best good 
will on the part of his Government to 
reach a peaceful settlement. 

«I went then to the office of Sr. Fierro, 
and my conference with him, full of cor- . 
diality and courtesy, was naturally a se- 
cond edition of the one had with the Pre- 
sident. Sr. Fierro agreed that he would 
consider my project and consult it with 
his colleagues, offering to have another 
conference when the time came. Before 
separating we agreed that our conversa- 
tions had a purely confidential character; 
that no official character would be given 
to them until something was agreed to; 
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and that if such case did not arrive we would 
try to put an end to the negotiation, by 
mutual accord, so as to give to it the least 
offensive character possible. 

At the moment of going Sr. Fierro 
asked leave to ask what was effective 
as to the secret Treaty between Peru 
and Bolivia, which Godoy wrote existed 
since 1873; he said he wondered why Go- 
doy in 6 years had said no word about it 
and how a treaty, supposed to have been 
approved by the Congresses of Peru and 
Bolivia, could have remained secret so 
many years; that Videla had assured him 
that he never had heard anything about 
it in Bolivia until lately, when it had been 
said that in a book-case a secret treaty 
between Peru and Bolivia had been found; 
that he had been told that the action of 
the Argentine Republic in favour of this 
treaty had been worked for, but that the 
Chamber of Deputies had rejected it at 
the petition of Rawson. 

«I answered that I had been Chair- 
man of the Diplomatic commission 
of Congress during the Legislatures 
of 1874, 76 and 78 and that I had not seen 
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the Treaty during them; but that as I 
heard so much said in Chile about 
the Treaty, I had asked information 
from Lima regarding it. 

«This is all that happened in my confe- 
rences with H. E. and his Minister of 
Foreign Affairs on the 11th. inst. The 
results of them I will report to you succes- 
sively and opportunely. Meanwhile. . (Sig- 
ned). — Jose Antonio Lavalle». 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Sr. 
Fierro says in his statement to friendly 
nations, about the Peruvian mediation, 
the f ollowirig : 

«When the Cabinet of La Paz showed 
itself deaf to any observation; when 
as only argument opposed to us decrees 
against the Treaty of 1874; when to 
peaceful indications it was answered 
with the application of the law of 1878 
that implicitely abrogated her recent 
pledges with Chile; then the media- 
tion would have been practicable, if 
Peru had the true character of an 
honest common friend. 

« Firmly believing for the moment that 
the mediation had no basis, my Govern- 
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ment judged that this opinion was not 
opposed to hear the expression of the 
thoughts of the Peruvian Government, that 
its representative Sr. Jose Antonio de La- 
valle was going to transmit. In the preU- 
minary conference of March 11th. between 
the undersigned and Sr. Lavalle it was 
estabHshed that its object was to exchange 
ideas and make general appreciations of 
the Chilean-BoHvian question. As in those 
days the presumption of the existence of 
a secret treaty of alHance between Peru 
and BoHvia, adjusted in the year 73, was 
gaining strength, it seemed necessary to 
interrogate the Peruvian Envoy on a fact 
of such gravity; and as at the same 
time an untoward movement was ob- 
served of the army and navy of Peru, 
explanations were asked on the signifi- 
cance and scope of such preparations. 
«Sr. Lavalle gave the following answer: 
«That he had no knowledge of the treaty 
referred to, that he believed it did not 
exist and that it could not have been appro- 
ved by the Congress of 1873, because the 
legislature assembled only every second year 
until the constitutional reform of 1878, 
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and Congress had no sessions that year; 
and that he was sure it could not have 
been approved in the succeeding years 
during which he had the honour of presi- 
ding the Diplomatic Commission of the 
Congress, before which that transaction 
must have been debated; that, neverthe- 
less, as since his arrival to Chile he had 
heard talk about the existence of such 
pact, he had asked information from his 
Government, which he would make a duty 
of communicating as soon as received. 

«As to the bellic attitude that Peru star- 
ted to show, her representative said that 
he attributed it to the special situation 
of her territory and the necessity of avoi- 
ding its violation by the operations of the 
belligerents, a thing rational to foresee 
as the Bolivian armies had invaded it 
even in cases of internal revolt». 

As the Government of Chile did not 
find these explanations very satisfactory, 
it sent instructions to our Minister in Lima, 
to put in clear the equivocal situation of 
that Government, asking for a quick de- 
claration of neutrality. 

The Peruvian Government excused such 



— 205 — 

declaration, alleging that as yet the state 
of war with Bolivia was not declared . . . 

On March 14th. our Mi lister in Lima 
advised our Government that the Boli- 
vian Charge d 'Affairs had notified the 
Diplomatic Corps resident there, the de- 
claration of war to Chile and on the same 
day Godoy received orders to obtain from 
the Peruvian Government an explicit de- 
claration of neutrality. 

Four days after the Peruvian Govern- 
ment answered referring itself to instruc- 
tions to be sent to its Extraordinary Envoy 
in Chile. . 

In view of this new evasive, the Minis- 
ter in Lima was ordered to demand 
from the Peruvian Government a final 
declaration on the existence of the Secret 
Treaty, denied by its representative in 
Chile, and the suspension of armaments. 



PRESIDENT PRADO ACKNOWLED- 
GES THE EXISTENCE OF THE 
SECRET TREATY 

Cornered by Godoy in a form precluding 
all evasives, President Prado confirmed 
the existence of the Secret Treaty and 
expressed to the Minister of Chile, that 
in consequence he could not declare the 
neutrality of Peru. 

When the Government of Chile knew 
the declaration of President Prado, it or- 
dered Godoy to ask for his passports, 
sending them at the same time to Sr. 
Lavalle with the following communication: 

«Santiago, April 2nd. 1879.— Sir: The 
declaration made in these last days to the 
Chilean Minister in Lima by your Govern- 
ment, that it could, not declare itself neu- 
tral in our conflict with Bolivia, by reason 
of having a pact of defensive alliance, 
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read by you in the conference we had the 
31st. ult., has made my Government 
understand that it is impossible to maintain 
friendly relations with Peru. 

«In the first conference we had the 11th. 
March ult. answering to the interrogation 
made by me as to the existence of this 
pact, you assured me that you did not 
know of it, that you did not believe it 
existed and that such alleged convention 
could not have been approved by the Pe- 
ruvian Congress in 1873 — in which year it 
was said it was adjusted — and far less in 
the succeeding years in which you formed 
part of the Diplomatic Commission. Stan- 
ding by that answer my Government sees 
that yours on reserving the pact from you 
and from this Government has placed 
itself in a profoundly irregular position. 

«My Government has been surprised to 
know that Peru projected and signed this 
pact at the time in which it manifested 
towards Chile sentiments of cordial friend- 
ship. 

«To this misterious act for which the 
strictest reserve was agreed, the Govern- 
ment of Chile answers with the highest 
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frankness declaring broken the relations 
with the Government of Peru and considers 
it as belligerent by virtue of the authori- 
zation to this end and dated to-day, re- 
ceived from the high powers of State. 

«0n sending your passports it is my duty 
to assure you that the neccessary orders 
have been given so that your return and 
that of the permanent Legation of Peru 
are attended with all the facilities and 
considerations which are due. 

«With sentiments of the highest conside- 
ration, etc. . . » 

W^ reproduce next the brilliant diplo- 
matic document in which Godoy, giving 
his mission as finished, declares broken the 
relations with the Government of Peru 
and asks for his passports: 

« Legation of Chile in Peru. — Lima, April 
3rd. 1879. — Sir: The undersigned, Extraor- 
dinary Envoy and Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary of Chile, following instructions from 
his Government, has the honour of expres- 
sing to H. E. the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Peru, the serious motives that 
have made disappear the harmony existing 
until now between both Republics, and 
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that mean an unavoidable rupture of the 
good relations ^maintained for so many 
years between both. You will find also the 
only resource to which— although extre- 
mely regrettable — the undersigned has to 
appeal, in view that the legitimate demands 
of the Government of Chile have been 
unconsidered by that of Peru. 

«0n the breaking out of the co iflict — 
that without provocation of the Govern- 
ment of the undersigned and quite against 
its wishes — has interrupted the friendly 
relations uniting Chile with Bolivia and 
placed both nations in state of war, the 
most perfect harmony reigned between Chi- 
le and Peru. The friendship of these two 
States, tightened since their first days 
of existence, had been imperturbably main- 
tained and had been fortified with the pas- 
sing of time, und^r the influence of their 
mutual interests and conveniences of all 
orders and with the succession of repeated 
events in which noble and common aspi- 
rations had called them to unite their 
efforts as allies, events in which Chile 
always had occassion to give unmistakable 
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proofs of the generosity and sincerity of 
her sentiments. 

«In such situation, it was natural to 
hope that the cause of Chile in the conflict 
alluded to — cause on which side are reason 
and justice, civilization and good faith — 
would have found in the people and Go- 
vernment of Peru noble adhesions and strong^ 
sympathies; and if considerations and aims 
in divergency could haVe made one or 
the other people to forget for one instant 
the rights of an old friendship and even 
their real and permanent interests, it was, 
at the least, to be hoped that Peru — sub- 
mitting to the most clear and imperious 
duties to which nations are subject, get- 
ting inspiration from them, respecting the 
sacred obligations enforced by reciproci- 
ty, by mutual respect and by those same 
common interests of the American family 
to which a name has been given that is 
more used than understood,— ^would have 
kept a severe and strict neutrality, 
sucli neutrality at least as was indis- 
pensable to adopt to exert, as she has 
tried, the delicate office of i^ediator; 
that is to say, to be the depositor of 
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the confidence of the contending na- 
tions. 

« Hence it is impossible to state the 
sentiment of wonder and surprise with 
which the Government of Chile and the 
whole nation have taken notice of the 
attitude assumed by Peru. 

«This attitude is clearly revealed by 
facts as notorious as repeated. 

«The undersigned will not consider, but 
to mention them, the popular meetings in 
several towns of the Republic, expressely 
consented by the authorities, to publicly 
proclaim the union to Bolivia and the war 
to Chile. 

«He will not place either among the 
most grave facts the daily and general 
clamour of the press, which in passio- 
nate and sometimes insulting langua- 
ge asks the rupture with Chile and the 
common cause with Bolivia as the 
aspiration and the fondest purpose of 
this country. 

'<He will fix only his attention in acts 
of the most serious character to be imputed 
to the Government of Peru. 

«No precaution has been enough to occult 
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longer the existence of the Secret Treaty 
of Alliance that in 1873 adjusted Bolivia 
and Peru. According to that pact adjusted 
when Chile rested in the security that 
a perfect peace reigned in the relations 
with this country, with Bolivia and 
with all nations, Peru remained formally 
pledged to constitute herself, in the 
case of a conflict like the present, in enemy 
of Chile and to engage to her damage, her 
armies and treasury. 

«There is not only that obligation pro- 
vided in the secret pact of 1873. The Go- 
vernment of the undersigned knows that 
yours has begun to fulfill it directly, 
although secretly, proportioning to that 
of Bolivia arms and war "ammunitions. 

« Chile, deeply offended by the attitude of 
Peru, as revealed in these two concrete 
facts, could have refused to recognize the 
neutral character that this nation pretends 
to keep and treat her as an enemy. Such 
conduct would have had, as in reality has, 
the most clear sanction in International 
Law. She did not act with the rigour she 
had a right to; she tried to avoid the 
war with a people whose friendship has 
never been indifferent to her. She li- 
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mited herself to send instructions to her 
representative near the Peruvian Govern- 
ment to invite it to explain with loyal- 
ty the real aim of her military prepa- 
rations, to manifest the nature and scope 
of the secret treaty of alliance adjusted 
with Bolivia and to make a formal decla- 
ration of its purpose. Such was the inten- 
tion of the communication that the under- 
signed had the honour of addressing to 
you on the 17th March, the same that took 
him nine days afterwards to confer with 
H. E. the President and with you. You 
know that the undersigned had not the 
fortune of obtaining success in these well 
meant attempts. The answer to the com- 
munication of the 17th. gave to the 
special envoy that Peru has accredited 
in Chile the duty of giving these expla- 
nations; but the Peruvian Envoy, asked 
about the existence of the secret Treaty 
has found convenient to answer only 
with a daring denial, declaring that 
it is unknown to him and that he 
will ask his Government. As to the 
conference alluded to, you know that the 
undersigned had the regret of knowing 
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that he would not obtain a declaration of 
neutrality from the Peruvian Government; 
that it was united to Bolivia by an alliance 
pact; that no reason was powerful enough 
to induce it to break that convention. 

«The character of belligerent, assumed 
deliberately by the Government of Peru 
with the fact of refusing to make the 
declaration of neutrality asked, resides 
in the having given as basis for the 
refusal the existence of an Alliance 
concerted with one of the belligerents; 
in the having delivered direct help in 
arms and ammunitions; and in the 
bellicose attitude that assume, after 
these antecedents, the active prepara- 
tions that the undersigned referred to in 
his communication of March 17th. and 
that continue with unusual activity. 
This demonstrates that it is not suita- 
ble to the dignity of Chile to maintain 
this Legation which — since its arrival 
to Peru and during her long permanency 
— has not been guided by any other 
purpose than to serve, with complete 
devotion, the fostering of the fraternal 
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friendship whicli should perfectly bind 
the two peoples. 

«The undersigned consequently declares 
ended his mission of peace, declines all 
responsibility for this determination on 
the Government of Peru that has rendered 
it neccesary and begs you to kindly send 
his passports to leave the country at the 
earliest opportunity. 

«0n this occasion has the honour, etc. — 
''Signed). — Joaquin Godoy». 



BOLIVIA AND PERU AFTER THE WAR 

When the war finished, BoHvia accepted, 
with the integrity of all virile nations, the 
consummated facts and signed with Chile 
the Truce Pact, to be followed in 1904 by 
a definite Treaty of Peace and Friendship 

There is a fundamental difference between 
the attitude of Bolivia and Peru, before 
and after the war. 

If we except the painful interlude of 
1879, Bolivia has always been a friend of 
ours. Chileans and their capitals have conti- 
nued enjoying in that country all the gua- 
rantees that serious and well organized 
countries grant to the capitals and citizens 
of other countries. 

The intellectual and commercial inter- 
change has continued its development with- 
out hindrance. Our educational institu- 
tions have always had their doors amply 
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opened to the studious youth of BoHvia 
which has come to them without hesi- 
tation. 

Officers from her army have come to 
our Aviation School and have graduated 
there. Chilean professioiials have also been 
engaged to serve in that country and it has 
not been unusual to see Bolivian citizens 
serve in Chile as paid public employees. 

In a word, it can be said that both peo- 
ples have cordially grasped hands. Bolivia 
had the misfortune to be governed by men 
like Melgarejo, Morales, Belzu and Daza, 
for whom there was no internal laws or 
International Law and to this circumstance 
we must attribute a great part of the errors 
of her international policy at the time. 

Saving honourable exceptions like Ba- 
llivian, Frias and Linares, the men that 
took power in Bolivia were the production 
of revolutions or barrack mutinies. With 
serious Governments like those that have 
directed the destinies of Bolivia since 1879, 
that unfortunate hiatus in our diplomatic 
relations could have been avoided. 

To the material progress manifested in 
the country after the war, we must add 
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the political progress, which is not less 
remarkable and which places Bolivia among 
the well governed nations of South America. 

It is natural then, to see that in Chile 
there is a sincere sentiment of friendship 
and sympathy towards Bolivia; sentiment 
that has had official demonstration in 
treaties like those of 1895 and 1904, which 
although the 'first was not perfected, it 
gave evidence of the reciprocal aspirations 
of approachal of both countries and ope- 
ned the road to the Treaty of 1904. 

We consider opportune to record here 
the opinions given on this, by two promi- 
nent public men of Bolivia — ex-President 
Montes and Sr. Alberto Gutierrez, present 
Minister of Foreign Affairs — opinions that 
make more remarkable the contrast with 
the' international policy of Peru and the 
mentality of her directing men, in front 
of the attitude taken by Bolivia in the 
question of the Pacific. 

Sr. Montes in the platform on which 
he accepted the candidacy to the Presi- 
dency of the Republic in 1903, says: 

« There are necessary sacrifices, when with 
them there is hope of Q^tq,iri,iixg salutary) 
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reactions that will place us in the road of 
an ampler and quiet development. The statu- 
quo, as point of international policy, would 
be efficacious only if we had founded expecta- 
tions of placing ourselves in the near future 
at the level of neighbouring more advanced 
nations, to enforce a solution of pending 
questions without ceding in the least any 
of our rights. But if such probability is less 
sure with the passing of time and in conse- 
quence of the protraction itself of a solution, 
we are forced to agree in the necessity of 
provoking such solutions by means of equi- 
table agreements^. 

And on taking the oath as President he 
declared : 

«I think that we must invite to act in 
equal form Chile and Paraguay, equally 
friendly peoples, with which we have old 
divergencies to settle: or immediate di- 
rect settlement or arbitration, as Bolivia is 
not lacking in courage to accept the emer- 
gencies of her misfortune in the war of 
the Pacific and has enough integrity to 
work out her future even among her an- 
guish; and since she has clear notion of 
her situation she knows what it is 
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possible to expect, as she knows that 
it is necessary to cede, she only needs 
to protect her sovereingty withing invaria- 
ble lines and for this it is indispensable 
to reach a final solution. The Govern- 
ment inaugurated to day will look for it 
with patriotic ii sistence among equita- 
ble conditions that will satisfy the 
reciprocal conveniences of both peo- 
ples, a thing that also constitutes the 
legitimate aspiration of both». 

On his part Sr. Gutierrez, referring to 
the Treaty approved in 1904 says: 

« Bolivia could not remain at stand- 
still in a redoubt, claiming to heaven 
with sterile increpations and sacrificing 
the welfare and future of the Republic. 
Her duty was to take account of the 
clear notion of facts before lending 
ear to the impulses of an irresponsible 
sentimentalism. In this epoch of prac- 
tical initiatives and positive progress, 
the dreams and vagaries of former 
ages have no place. This does not mean 
to unrecognize the notion of the ho- 
nour and dignity of nations but to 
place this principle on the ground of 
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its true significance. The honour of a 
country consists in the virile defense 
of her rights but not in the sacrific of the 
national future by a barren and in- 
sensate obstinacy. 

It is clear as the sun's light that the 
Treaty with Chile has strengthened 
our international prestige and has ap- 
proached us to a country with which 
we engage a pledge of a practical and 
lasting solidarity. 

To the! Government of Bolivia co- 
rresponds the satisfaction of having 
contemplated all the necessities, all 
the guarantees and all the practical 
possibilities within the boundary of 
facts, without going into the cloudy 
region of dreams, declamations and 
vain and useless utopia». 

This language that characterizes a people, 
has never been used by Peruvian politi- 
cians, who have preferred to falsely pander 
to the national pride, deluding and exploi- 
ting it. 

The phrases we have quoted constitute 
and admirable lesson of practical sense and 
more than that, of patriotic and honest 
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policy, that some day may be useful to 
the politicians of Lima. 

Bolivia and Chile are the i two countries 
called to understand each other in the 
ifiternational life. 

Peru on the contrary goes on cultivating 
her centurial ill-will; sacrifices national 
convenience to the hate against Chile and 
hermetically closing herself against all rea- 
sonable adjustment, prefers to remain iso- 
lated in her diplomatic relations with our 
country. Her Government makes use of 
the international question with Chile on 
each occasion in which the internal situa- 
tion is menacing and in the present has 
had no scruples in retiring her consular 
representation in Chile, at the moment 
in which ceased in Europe the horrors of 
a war lasting over four years, with the 
evident purpose of making believe that 
in America a new war was to be started 
and that Chile was provoking it!!! 

Mediation would have been the result 
and at the worst, the Peace Conference 
would have had to discuss the question of 
Tacna and Arica and there would have 
been no further need of, thinking about 
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the Ancon Treaty, which to them is now 
«a rag of paper ». 

But all this comedy, prepared from long 
date by Peru, will not have the expected 
success, because even from a well arran- 
ged comedy the result will never be an 
honourable international settlement. 



CURIOUS PERUVIAN CHARACTERIS- 
TIC 

Before ending we will call the attention 
of the reader to a fact that is characteristic 
of the Peruvian psycology: the acute ten- 
dency, incorrigible in that nation, of al- 
ways trying to get help and accomplices 
for her international plots. 

This tendency can be observed since 
Peru was born to independent life. In 1828 
she solicited with eagerness, although without 
success, the help of Chile to make war on 
Colombia; in 1840 she asked the same 
alliance to invade Bolivia and in, 1864 to 
attack Ecuador, failing in both attempts 
and being dissuaded by Chile of such en- 
terprises. 

Lastly in 1873 she asked the alliance 
of Bolivia and Argentine to attack Chile, 
obtaining only the help of Bolivia. 
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Results — fortunately for the American 
continent — have been always adverse to 
her, but without being enough to correct 
the tendency. The war. against Colombia 
ended in a complete defeat of the Peruvian 
army; the war against Bolivia in 1841 re- 
sulted in an irreparable disaste^ notwhith- 
standing the securities she had by her 
superiority in arms and men; and as refers 
to the war with Chile the results were not 
more favourable. 

And the same in peace as in war, in her 
desire of always asking foreign help, Oxi 
knowing the triumph of the Allies, she has 
quickly gone to knock at their doors exten- 
ding the hand asking for alms, in the 
attitude of the ruined gambler asking for 
a guerdon from the ones that are fortunate. 

The Treaty of Ancon is for Peru to-day 
a rag of paper and the victors of the Great 
War must be greatly satisfied, according 
to the Peruvian mentality, if as a result 
of their victories they free her of the conse- 
quences of her outrages against americanism. 
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THE NITRATE, THE PERUVIAN MO- 
NOPOLY AND THE SECRET 
TREATY 



Summary. — History. The nitrate policy 
of Peru: the law of monopoly and the Secret 
Treaty. The nitrate policy of Chile: free 
industry and guarantees to property. — Enor- 
mous development of the industry. 



Before considering the nitrate policy of 
Peru and the influence it had in her inter- 
national policy it is of some interest for the 
reader to know, briefly, the history of ni- 
trate, dating from the first years of the 
XIX century. 

A German citizen, Taddeus Haenke, re- 
siding in Bolivia, discovered in 1809 a 
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process to extract nitrate from the imbed- 
ded salts of Tarapaca (1) 

During the first years and with the rude 
processes of the time, the annual produc- 
tion did not pass 900 metric tons and its 
use as a fertilizer was unknown. About 
1830 it was applied in Europe as fertilizei 
and a few years later, in 1856, a marked 
progress was obtained by the application 
of steam to the treatment of crude nitrate. 
This innovation gave great impulse to 
the nitrate industry, and towards 1873 
production reached 200 000 tons. A consi- 
derable part of this production correspon- 
ded to Chilean capitals, as we will see 
further on. 

Peru notwithstanding the enormous re- 
venues obtained from the guano was ra- 
pidly nearing bankruptcy, in consequence 
of the immoderate spenditure of public 
funds and the unscrupulous conduct of 
her governing men. 

The fiscal situation was made more 
serious every moment, as nitrate had begun 



(1) Semper & Michelis. — The industry of nitrate in Chile. 
(Berlin 1904) translated by Gandarillas and Ghigliotto. 
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to make a successful competition to the 
guano, whose prices and quality were 
falling in the European markets, and 
with this all the economical and financial 
system of Peru was shaken. 

But the Peruvian Governrqent had in 
its hands both fertilizers: the first in its 
almost totality and the second in a 75 per 
cent. 

To maintain the price of guano the Go- 
vernment decided to restrict the export of 
nitrate and with this object enacted on the 
18th. January of 1873 the Monopoly Law 
prohibiting the export of nitrate not bought 
by the State and authorizing the Govern- 
ment to buy it from private producers at 
a fixed price of 44d, the 46 kilos of 95% 
purity. The quantity to be bought during 
the first year was fixed in 200 000 tons. 

In this manner the Peruvian Govern- 
ment was in position of regulating at will 
the export of nitrate and of maintaining 
the price of guano that was the main source 
of her revenue. 

But the fact that there was also nitrate in 
the Bolivian littoral and in the Ataca:ma 
desert, that Bolivia disputed in part to Chile, 
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made insecure the success of the monopoly 
and caused justified anxiety to the rulers of 
Peru. 

If, as maintained by Chile, her authority 
reached to the 23 parallel, a considerable 
part of the nitrate zone of Antofagasta re- 
mained in Chilean territory. 

The modus-vivendi adjusted by the treaty 
of 1866 was unsatisfactory to Bohvia and 
Chile and both were trying to make a new 
agreement. 

Under these conditions and with eyes 
fixed on the nitrate zone that was out- 
side the influence of her monopoly, 
the Peruvian Government secretly rea- 
ched an understanding with Bolivia 
and on the 6th February 1873, that is 
to say a few days after the passing of 
the monopoly law, a secret Treaty was 
signed between both Governments. 

The Monopoly Law whose double aim 
was to create a revenue for the State 
and to make effective the monopoly, did 
not have the results expected and was 
replaced by a Law of Expropriation of 
nitrate fields, enacted the 28th. May 1875. 
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The provisions of the law are the fo- 
llowing: 

1st.: The laws of 18th. January and 
23rd. April 1873 creating the Monopoly 
of nitrate and the Executive decrees for 
their execution are annulled. 

«2nd.: The sale of nitrate fields is prohi- 
bited. 

«3rd. : The Executive is empowered to 
purchase the fields and plants manufactu- 
ring nitrate in the Tarapaci province, adop- 
ting for this the legal measures conside- 
red necessary. The Executive is also em- 
powered to adjust contracts for the exploi- 
tation and sales of nitrate. 

4th.: The Executive will contract with 
guarantee of the properties bought and 
the rest of the nitrate fields belonging to 
the State in the province of Tarapaca, a 
loan not exceeding £ 7 000 000, to make 
effective the provisions of this law and up 
to £ 3 000 000 Ijo finish the railroads under 
construction and other general necessities 
of the State.— Manuel Pardo. — Juan Igna- 
cio Elgueta.» 

By a decree dated April 29th the Executi- 
ve delivered to the banks « National of 



— 231 — 

Peru», «Peru», «Lima» and «Providence» 
the administration of the monopoly of 
nitrate and estabhshed that the contracts 
for nitrate output would be limited to 
100 000 tons per year. 

The execution of the law gave rise to outra- 
geous frauds as well in the valuation of the 
nitrate establishments as in the expedition of 
the ^certificates^ covering their value, because 
valuation was not only exhorbitant for certain 
propietors who enjoyed in Lima the fa- 
vour of the Government, but also esta- 
blishments were sold that only existed 
in the documents prepared for this 
effect, that the public called « pam- 
phlets », whose « certificates* were frau- 
dulent as they corresponded to ima- 
ginary establishments. 

As consequence of such frauds, the Go- 
vernment of Chile saw itself involved later 
on in serious difficulties for the payment of 
such « certificates » because there were di- 
plomatic reclamations from the Govern- 
ments of Great Britain, Germany, France 
'and Italy, which unknowing the antece- 
dents, protected their respective citizens 
possessors of such < certificates*. But when 
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the Chilean Government showed the true 
origin of such documents the Governments 
of Great Britain and Germany dropped 
their reclamations. 

Yet, this law of expoliation that raised 
indignant protests even in Peru, was of 
baleful results for the nitrate industry. 

The output of nitrate that had passed 
from 180 000 tons in 1870 to 335 000 
tons in 1875, year of the enacting of the 
law, fell to 275 000 tons in 1878. 

The owners received in exchange of 
their properties « nitrate certificates* 
that the Government of Peru never 
paid. 

«Such was the realization of the Peruvian 
monopoly of nitrate — says the distinguished 
jurist Sr. Carlos Aldunate Solar in a re- 
markable study on the constitution of 
nitrate property — brilliant operation under 
the fiscal point of view, because the treasury 
did not spend a single cent, but iniguituous 
under the point of view of right, because it 
was the most daring expoliation to be con- 
ceived against private property». 

To avoid the competition of the Anto- 
fagasta nitrate, that was free of the mono- 
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poly, the Government of Peru sent to Bo- 
livia Mr. John G. Meiggs who obtained by 
deed of 20th. March of 1876 the lease «for 
a term of 20 years and by payment of a 
rent of 10 000 bolivians a month, of all 
the nitrate fields not ceded until that date 
or those to be recovered later». 

At the same time Mr. Meiggs adjusted 
with private owners the purchase of 63 
parcels of nitrate deposits at the rate of 
8 000 pesos per parcel. This was the neces- 
sary complement of the monopoly law, but 
there remained always very important es- 
tablishments unaffected by the agreement. 

The ex-President of Peru Sr. Billinghurst 
in a study on the nitrate question, says: 

« Those that combated that peculation 
funest for Peru, cried then uselessly 
on the near and alarming competition of 
the Chilean nitrate zone. Such patriotic 
advises were unheard for some years, until 
there was no remedy for the error». 

As a consequence of the monopoly the 
price of nitrate was raised in the European 
markets up to \5}4 shillings but the con- 
sumption suffered an equivalent reduction. 
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The capitals invested in Tarapaca, were 
distributed in 1878 as follows (1) 

Production capacity 
in tons. 

Peruvian capitals 442 000 

Chilean capitals (2) 140 000 

English capitals 100 000 

German capitals 58 000 

Italian capitals 10 000 

As we see the Chilean interests affected 
by the monopoly were considerable and 
in view of the odious expoliation of which 
they were the victims, the Chilean indus- 
trials came back to their country to explore 
and discover new beds of nitrate in the 
desert of Atacama. 

The Government of Chile lent them all 
possible support and on the 28th. July 
1877 approved a liberal Regulation for 



(1) G. Billinghurst, The nitrate capitals of Tarapaca, 1889. 

(2) Sr. Billinghurst places under this head the production 
that was wholly Chilean, but there were several concerns with 
mixed capitals and it must be observed also that the exodus of 
Chilean capitals had begun five years before, in 187?-, at the 
passing of the monopoly law. 



— 235 — 

nitrate concessions declaring this subs- 
tance free of export duties. 

This was the situation when in 1879 
came the conflict with Bolivia that produced 
the war. 

When the united armies of Peru and 
Bolivia were routed, and Tarapaca was 
occupied by the Chilean forces, Chile was 
confronted by the problem of the nitrate 
property and of the monopoly. 

« There were two roads: the fiscal mono- 
poly or the free industry, taxed with export 
duties. Chile preferred the last, as less 
conducive to the difficulties of an adminis- 
tration by the State and because it gave 
oportunity to satisfy private interests enga- 
ged in the nitrate industry. 

«/re 1882, Chile had the satisfaction of 
announcing to the whole world that she res- 
pected private property in Tarapaca and 
even the property of the enemies that 
was confiscated in their own country. 
The properties purchased by the Peruvian 
Government were returned, within < a certain 
term, to the owners of the « certificates >^ who 
were considered as creditors of an unpaid 
debt. The establishments recognized by Peru 
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as private property and that were not sold 
as yet were simply delivered to their owners. 
«When the term for the restitution of 
the property against the certificates ex- 
pired, the Government of Chile adjusted 
in 1887 a treaty with several foreign powers, 
by which the payment of « pending certi- 
ficates » was guaranteed at the rate of 
£ 105 for each thousand soles of face value. 
Some holders of « certificates » that thought 
they had a right to take protection under 
the decree of 1882 did not accept the price 
of £ 105 and asked the devolution of their 
property. This question was settled in 
favour of the nitrate industrials by a law 
enacted in 1892» (1). 



This was the nitrate policy of the Chilean 
Government and under its protection abun- 
dant capitals were invested, specially en- 
glish, because there was a nitrate fever in 
the London Bourse. From 13% the english 
capital passed to represent the 34% and 



(1) C. Aldunate Solar: Constitution of the nitrate property. 

I 
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then the 55% of the total capital invested 
in this industry in Tarapaca. 

The nitrate policy of Chile has been 
of use to the general interest of all peoples 
that need this fertilizer, establishing the 
system of free production and delivering 
to private enterprise the exploitation of 
the nitrate fields. 

The results of such policy were almost 
immediate, as we can see by the following 
diagram of production: (1) 

1885 475 000 tons. 

1890 1 060 000 » 

1895 1 342 000 » 

1900 1 580 000 » 

1905 1 795 000 » 

1908 2 142 000 » 

1913 3 013 000 » 

1918 3 108 000 » 

Resuming we have that ' to the Peruvian 
policy of monopolies and expropriation that 
tended to the artificial raise of the price, 
reducing the output so as not to depreciate 



(1) Statistical returns, 1918. 



—.238 — 

the guano, the Government of Chile opposed a 
policy of ample liberty for the industry, of 
scrupulous respect for private property wi- 
thout distinction between nationals or foreig- 
ners, and not even of enemies. 

The property of enemies was sacred 
for the Chilean Government and al- 
though it had been expropiated by 
the Peruvian Government and could 
be considered with perfect right as 
the property of this, it was returned 
to the legitimate owners who found 
in such manner under an enemical 
and triumphant Government the jus- 
tice and guarantees denied by their 
own. 



PERU AND HER REVOLUTION 

There is no human memory capable of 
retaining the numberless revolutions, mu- 
tinies, «pronunciamientos» and riots that 
have followed each other in Peru since she 
became independent. 

The revolutionary spirit is so imbedded 
in their men that for the Peruvian menta- 
lity it as come to be a natural sequence 
the Presidency, the Panoptic (Jail) and 
banishment, following each other as al- 
most inseparable steps in the public ca- 
reer of her governing men. 

So that no doubt can be had as to the 
veracity and exactness of this chronology, 
we take the data from authentic Peruvian 
sources like the «History of Independent 
Peru» by Mariano Felipe Paz Soldan (Lima 
1870) and the History by M. Nemesio Var- 
gas (Lima 1903). 
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In this way the reader will not think 
imaginated by the author what in rea- 
lity is only the stupendous life of a people 
victim of revolutionary atavism. 

We will attempt a brief review of the 
Peruvian Governments and the revolutions 
that raised them to power, as most of her 
Presidents have obtained power by those 
means. 



1. — In 1823 was organized in Lima de 
first Government Jurtta. 

The Spanish royalist forces commanded 
by La Serna continued their obstinate re- 
sistance. This was no obstacle for the Pe- 
ruvian army mutining, marching on Lima 
and dissolving the Junta. 

2. — Colonel Jose de la Riva Agiiero was 
proclaimed President of the Republic, but 
few months after was deposed and his 
resistance gave start to a prolonged civil 
war. As he could not dominate it he tried 
to join sides with the royalists; his treason 
was discovered by colonel La Fuente, who 
arrested and banished him. 

To be able to appreciate the civic vir- 
tues and soul of the first President of 
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Peru, let us see the letters appended to 
this page, in which the illustrious general 
San Martin, one of the Founders of Ame- 
rican Independence pens the moral portrait 
of Riva Agiiero (1) 

(1) Riva Aguero^to San MartIn: (1) 

Tfyijillo, August 22nd. 1823. 

To H. E. Sr. don Jose de San Martin. 

My most dear friend and Sir: To what I said to you the 
3rd of this month, I add that the time has come for your 
fulfilling the offer of lending your services. The situation of 
Peru is advantageous and imposing; she has never had a 
quarter of the forces she now has. The political horizon is 
very fovourable: the Departments and the troops are decidedly 
with me, that is to say against the blackest of intrigues. This 
must be revealed everywhere so that the intriguers are known 
and precautions taken against their traps. 

All the arms you can bring from Mendoza, Cordoba and 
elsewhere, please send where I may be; under the agreement 
that their valu£ will be paid and that you will lend a notable 
service to Peru. 

If within three days the Liberator has not come from 
Colombia, who is announced as coming by Paita to here, I 
will go out to place myself at the head of the army which is 
at Huaraz. This army is well prepared; is commanded by 
Herrera and by its discipline and numbers I count to enter 
in Lima the day I wish. 

I leave to your consideration to think over the situation 
and the interest of your coming to the Headquarters of this 
army of the north. That of the south commanded by general 



(1) This letters are taken from the book: San Martin. His correspon- 
dence. 1823-1850. Madrid (1910) Bailly Bailliere & Sons. They are also 
cited in the Hislory of San Martin by Bartolome Mitre, page 696, vol. 
III. Buenos Aires. (1888). 

16 
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3. — Torre Tagle takes the power and 
following the example of his predecessor 
he plays traitor to his country and deli- 
vers himself to the royalists. The Peruvian 
historian Paz Soldan refers to him as fo- 
llows : ■ 



Santa Cruz, and the Navy, are faithful; we have nothing to 
do but the attempt, to succeed. I include papers from Panama 
and here; and beg that you push the action of Urdininea on 
Potosi and Oruro. 

Wishing you the best of healths and to embrace you, 
your passionate friend and server. 

Jose de i,a R iva Auero. 
Answer to the former. 



Mendoza, October 23rd. 1823. 
Sr. don Jose de la Riva Aguero. 

Two days ago I have received from Chile by special courier 
yours of the 22nd August, dated in Trujillo, including pu- 
blic papers of the same district to the 25th; in it you invite 
me without loss of time to start to joint you; assuring me that 
the time has come to fulfill my offer of serving Peru; adding 
that the political horizon is very favourable, that the Depart- 
ments and troops are with you against the blackest intrigue, 
which muct be made known everywhere so that the intri- 
guers are known and precautions taken against them. 

On writing to me in such manner you doubtless forgot that 
you were writing to a General who has the title of Founder of 
the Liberty of the country that you, yes! You! have made unfor- 
tunate. If I offered my services to the Governing Junta and you, 
under the precise conition of being under the orders of another 
General, it was as a consequence of fulfilling the promise made 
to Peru at my parting, if she was in danger, as I believed after 
the misfortune of Moguegua. But how can you believe 
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-With rudimentary instruction; morally 
and physically feeble to the extent of being 
a coward, he was traitor by cowardice 
more than by wickedness. His public life 
was a succession of treacheries. If we be- 



that the offers of General San Martin— (o which you 
dit not deign to reply — could ever have been made to a 
private person and far less to your despicable person? 
I fall to understand your daring coarseness in making 
the proposal of using my arms in a civil conflict! 

Malefactor! Do you know if my weapons have ever been tain- 
ted with American blood? And you invite me to do it, at the 
same time that the Gazette you include of the 24th August pros- 
cribes the Congress declaring it traitor to his country ... the 
Congress you suppose to have had great influence in forming; yes, 
you had the greater part, but it was thanks to base intrigue 
that you prepared for the election of deputies and to continue 
discrediting, by means of the press and your despicable followers, 
the allied armies and a general from which you have received 
only favours and who will always feel responsible to Peru 
for not having blotted out a malefactor burdened with 
crimes like you. 

You say that you are going to take command of the army 
at Huaraz; is there a single officer capable of serving 
against his country and especially at the orders of a 
scoundrel like you? 

Impossible! I am writing to colonel Urdininea, but it is 
making a true portrait of your black soul. . . Let us end, a 
blackward should not be able to call the attention of a ho- 
nest man. 

Josi; DE San MartIn. 

Note. — Sr. de la Riva Agiiero to whom this letter is addres- 
sed, is the first President of Peru, the father of the Foreign 
Minister who signed the Secret Treaty with Bolivia. 
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lieve what he himself says, we could say 
that in all the posts he filled during the 
Colonial regime he betrayed the confidence 
deposited in him; this is proved by the 
relation he makes of his services to the 
American cause. . . 

«By one of the human weaknessess that 
have no explanation, Torre Tagle at the 
same time that he gave instructions to 
the Minister of War, general Berindoaga 
and in a private letter manifested his great 
interest for the independence of Peru and 
that he would act in accord with Bolivia, 
had initiated in secret, a month before, 
direct negotiations with the royalist com- 
mander Canterac to adjust a treaty on 
the basis that Bolivar was expelled from 
Peru». 

And further on he adds: 

« The treason of Torre Tagle was consumma- 
ted and the President of the Republic delivered 
himself voluntarily into the hands of the 
enemies of the country, fearing to pay his 
crimes on the gibbet, where at least 
he would have had the compassion of some; 
but this scoundrel that a few days 
before ordered the execution of Riva 
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Agiiero, secretly and in the dark of night 
only because he was a supposed traitor 
to the country, not only sided with the 
Spaniards but delivered to them all 
the secrets and plans of operations. 
And so that never could be any doubt that 
his treason was complete and of his own 
free will, addressed to the Peruvians a 
manifesto saying: / have wished that you 
made the union with the Spaniards as the 
only means of avoiding ruin. . . Bolivar 
privately prayed me to open negotiations 
with the Spaniards, to give time to reinfor- 
ce himself and destroy them, involving the 
Peruvians in his ruin; but I took profit of 
this for obtaining our union with advanta- 
ge .. . Of the frank and sincere union of 
Peruvian and Spaniards everything good 
is to be expected : from Bolivar only deso- 
lation and death. » 

4, 5. — Torre Tagle was deposed and the 
dictatorship of Bolivar came, but a reaction 
headed by marshal Santa Cruz placed La 
Mar in the Presidency in 1829. 

6. — General Gamarra deposes La Mar 
and La Fuente goes into power. 

7. — Gamarra pulls down La Fuente and 
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enforces his election as provisory President. 

In six years there have been six different 
Governments, fruit • of as many revolu- 
tions; and in the same year of 1829 La 
Mar, La Fuente and Gamarra occupy the 
Presidency. 

Two revolutions break out, headed by 
Salaverry and Escobedo but they do not- 
succeed in routing Gamarra who keeps 
in power until 1833. 

8. — Gamarra is replaced by Orbegoso. 

9, 10. — Gamarra starts a revolution 
against Orbegoso and places Bermudez in 
power, but a new revolution restores the 
power to Orbegoso. 

11. — Salaverry heads a revolution against 
Orbegoso and takes Lima; but Orbegoso 
and Gamarra join Santa Cruz, President 
of Bolivia, who was invading Peru at the 
time. Salaverry is taken prisoner and shot. 

12. — Santa Cruz is routed by the Chi- 
lean forces that came to help Peru ; Orbego- 
so and Gamarra renied of the Protector 
(Santa Cruz) and Gamarra takes the po- 
wer in 1840. 

Vivanco heads a revolution against Ga- 
marra and is routed ; but soon after Gamarra 
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is killed in the battle of Ingavi and two 
simultaneous revolutions are started, one 
by Vidal in Cuzco and the other by Torrico 
in Lima. 

13, 14, 15. — Vidal triumphs and is made 
President; before the year is out he is de- 
posed by Mvanco who in his turn is de- 
posed by Menendez. 

16, 17, 18. — Menendez is replaced by the 
governments of Castilla and Echenique, but 
Castilla rebels against Echenique and pro- 
claims himself dictator of Peru. 

19, 20, 21. — Follow San Roman and Pezet, 
but this one is deposed by don Mariano 
Ignacio Prado who starts a revolution in 
Arequipa and takes the government. 

22. — Balta revolts against Prado and 
takes the Presidency but before finishing 
his term is murdered in the revolution of 
the Gutierrez brothers. 

The revolution is dominated and the 
brothers are hung and burnt in the public 
square. 

23. — Pardo goes into power and Pierola 
tries three revolutions against him. Pardo 
is murdered soon after leaving power, at 
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the moment of entering the Senate to 
take its chairmanship. ^ 

24, 25. — Prado succeeds Pardo, but less 
fortunate is deposed by Pierola, when the 
war of th^ Pacific is in full vigour. 

26, 27. — Then come the «pronunciamien- 
tos» of Lizardo Montero, Alejandrino del 
Solar and Andres Avelino Caceres and the 
coups of Iglesias and Garcia Calderon who 
hold power for a short time. 

28, 29. — Caceres takes the presidency in 
1884. Mutinies and sedition follow one after 
another but do not succeed. Caceres is 
replaced by Morales Bermiidez who dies 
soon before ending his term. 

30. — CcLceres attempts to eliminate the 
first Vice-President and to obtain an elec- 
tion in his favour. As soon as he is in power 
a revolution starts that lasted until March 
1895, headed by Pierola. Caceres is banished. 

31. — Pierola takes the Presidency and 
governs from 1895 to 1899. During this 
time occur the rebellions of Durand, Yessup 
and Vizcarra without success. 

32. — Pierola is succeeded by Sr. Eduardo 
Lopez Romana — 1899 to 1903 — Durand and 
Vizcarra again rebel but are routed. 
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33.— From 1903 to 1904 governs Sr. 
Manuel Candamo who dies in power and 
is replaced by Sr. Jose Pardo. New rebe- 
llion of Durand in Chosica, dominated 
again. 

34. — Sr. Augusto B. Leguia assumes the 
Presidency in 1908 and on May 26th. 
1909 a group of rebels headed by the three 
sons of Pierola suddenly attack the Govern- 
ment Palace, kill the chief of the guard 
and the Aide de Camp that tried to protect 
the President, take by force the President 
with them and after outraging and insul- 
ting him, take him by force to the statue 
of Bolivar where they demand the resi- 
gnation of his charge. During the discus- 
sion some faithful troops were assembled 
and came to the rescue and after a few 
platoon discharges against the rebels ex- 
tracted the President, unhurt, from among 
the bodies of the rebels killed round him. 

When his term expired, on leaving the 
Government Palace, Sr. Leguia was object 
of hostile demonstrations of the people 
who followed him to his house insulting 
him and throwing whatever came to hand. 
Soon after his house was assaulted and 
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he defended himself with his servants. 
He was arrested, sent to the Panoptico, 
(central jail) and banished. 

35. — Leguia is replaced by Sr. Guiller- 
mo Billinghurst — 9th September 1912 — but 
in February 1914 this eminent public man 
is deposed by a military mutiny headed 
by colonel Benavides, an officer trained 
in France, who had gained great reputation 
by an expedition to the Caqueta (Amazo- 
nian region) where «with 500 men and gun 
boats he attacked 70 sick Colombian sol- 
diers who formed the forces of the Custom 
of La Pedrera and vanquished them after 
a three days fight » (1). 

Billinghurst went to the Panoptico like 
Leguia and like him was banished from the 
country. 

36. — Benavides occupies the Presidency 
and the mutinies of Durand, in La Paz 
and Yerbateros and of Colbnel Riveros irl 
Ancash, take place and are dominated. 

37. — Benavides is succeeded by Presi- 
dent Pardo. There is a revolutionary mo- 
vement in Ancon, headed by major Patino 



(1) Juan Ignacio Galvez. International Conflicts. Santiago, 
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Zamudio, dominated by the Government. 

The presidential elections take place and 
soon after, Sr. Leguia surprises the Govern- 
ment Palace with troops siding with him, 
imprisons Pardo and banished him and 
his followers, on the 4th July 1919. 

Resuming we ha\-e that of the Presidents 
of Peru, only 10 finished their term, trium- 
phing against the revolutions; 19 were 
pulled down and 3 were murdered. 

In Chile since 1831, President Jose Joa- 
quin Prieto being elected, all the Presidents 
without exception, during near a century 
of independent life, have succeeded each 
other within the Constitution and only one 
did not end his term of office, President 
Balmaceda, one of the most illustrious 
Presidents of America, who considered that 
before anything he should enforce respect 
to the principle of authority. He was van- 
quished by the forces of Congress which 
maintained the implantation of the par- 
liamentary system of government, but he 
preferred to kill himself rather than escape 
because in his own words «the vulgar eva- 
sion did not accord with the pride of Chi- 
lean and gentleman nor with the dignity 
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of the President who had directed the des- 

i 

tinies of Chile ». 

President Balmaceda shot himself the 
18th September 1891, day in which his 
term of office expired. 

His history is clean of any blot of treason 
or cowardice and never a President of Chile 
has fallen under the hand of a murderer. 



THE END 
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